
Name: Pastor Rodney Mooney
Series/Subject: The God-Kind of Faith
Title: How the Kingdom Operates
Date: 3/18/26
[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Mark 11:11-24 Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the Twelve. The next day, when they had left Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if there was any fruit on it. But when He reached it, He found nothing on it except leaves, since it was not the season for figs. Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again.” And His disciples heard this statement. When they arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. Then Jesus began to teach them, and He declared, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” When the chief priests and scribes heard this, they looked for a way to kill Him. For they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching. And when evening came, Jesus and His disciples went out of the city. As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. Peter remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered.” “Have faith in God,” Jesus said to them. “Truly I tell you that if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and has no doubt in his heart but believes that it will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Introduction: Tonight, we begin a journey through one of the most concentrated teachings Jesus ever gave on how the Kingdom of God actually works. Mark 11:11–24 is not a random sequence of events—it is a carefully ordered revelation. Jesus is not just doing miracles; He is teaching His disciples how faith operates.
Before Jesus ever says, “Have faith in God,” He shows them what the God‑kind of faith looks like in real time. He models it. He demonstrates it. He embodies it.
In this opening section of the passage, Jesus gives us two living illustrations:
• 	A Temple that is full of activity but empty of fruit.
• 	A fig tree that is full of leaves but empty of fruit.
Both are pictures of a system that looks alive on the outside but has no substance on the inside.
Both are pictures of what Jesus came to confront and what He came to replace.
Both set the stage for His teaching on the God‑kind of faith.
Tonight, we’re going to look at the first part of this passage—Jesus cleansing the Temple and the withering of the fig tree. In this we’re going to see how Jesus models faith that hears, faith that acts, and faith that produces results.

I. JESUS CLEANS THE TEMPLE
1. [bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19]Mark 11:15–18 When they arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. Then Jesus began to teach them, and He declared, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” When the chief priests and scribes heard this, they looked for a way to kill Him. For they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.
A. Now Jesus returns to the Temple and drives out the “den of robbers.”  The corruption was deep:
1) The high priest Caiaphas and the Sadducean aristocracy controlled the commerce in the Temple.
2) They exploited worshippers through inflated exchange rates and overpriced sacrifices.
3) They rejected people’s offerings to force them to buy from their system.
4) It functioned like a religious mafia, complete with Temple guards who 3-4 days later did arrest Jesus at the Mount of Olives.
5) Jesus had confronted them before, but this moment exposed their greed and threatened their power.
6) Some in the Sanhedrin knew who He was (John 3:2, 12:42-43) but stayed silent and went along with His Crucifixion. 
7) [bookmark: 3]John 3:1-2 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs You are doing if God were not with him.”
8) [bookmark: 44]John 12:42-43 Nevertheless, many of the leaders believed in Him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue. For they loved praise from men more than praise from God.
9) Their issue with Jesus was in one sense theology but more so—it was authority.
B. Jesus did not act presumptuously. 
1) Mark 11:11 says Jesus “looked around at everything” the day before.
2) He saw the corruption.
3) He discerned the moment.
4) He went back to Bethany and spent time with the Father.
5) He acted the next day—not out of impulse, but out of revelation.
C. The pattern for us
1) When something in your life doesn’t line up with the Word– healing (a bad report) or financial:
2) Step 1 – Inquire of the Lord and hear from Him.
3) Step 2 – Whatever He says for you to do. Do it, by faith, acting on what He shows you.
D. Faith is not guessing.
E. Faith is not reacting.
F. Faith is not presumption.
G. Faith is obedience to revelation.

II. THE FIG TREE IS WITHERED
1. [bookmark: 22]Mark 11:19-21 And when evening came, Jesus and His disciples went out of the city. As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. Peter remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered.” 
A. Symbolically
1) The Old Covenant—fruitless, external, powerless—is ending.
2) The New Covenant—internal, Spirit‑empowered, fruitful—is beginning.
B. Practically
1) Peter is shocked. Jesus is not.
2) Why?
3) Because faith works at the root before it shows up in the fruit.
C. Jesus uses the moment to teach how the Kingdom operates
1) The roots responded the moment He spoke.
2) The unseen realm obeyed instantly.
3) The visible realm manifested later.
4) This is the model of faith.
D. Key Truths
1) Faith works in the unseen before it shows up in the seen.
2) Never let time steal your faith.
3) What God starts at the root will always show up in the fruit.

III. CLOSING
1. Before Jesus ever taught the disciples how faith works, He showed them.
A. He showed them that faith is not reaction—it is revelation.
B. Faith is not impulse—it is obedience.
C. Faith is not presumption—it is partnership with the Father.
D. Jesus didn’t cleanse the Temple because He was angry.
E. He cleansed it because the Father showed Him what to do.
F. Jesus didn’t curse the fig tree out of frustration.
G. He spoke to it because the Father revealed something deeper.
2. And when the disciples saw the tree withered from the roots, Jesus wasn’t surprised—because faith always begins at the root before it shows up in the fruit.
3. Key Takeaways
1) If something in your life doesn’t line up with the Word—go to the Father.
2) Hear what He says.
3) Do what He tells you.
4) And trust that the moment you obey, something begins at the root.
5) You may not see it yet.
6) You may not feel it yet.
7) You may not have any evidence in the natural yet.
8) But the Word is working.
9) Faith begins with hearing.
10) Faith responds with obedience.
11) And faith produces results—every time.
