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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 
 
PRELUDE          “Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us”       Wilbur Held 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us confess 
our sin and acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s  
mercy. 
 
Holy God, 
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. Too often we 
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to  
others; we spoil your creation; we cause hurt; we give in to fear. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that all may  
receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you, + forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
revives you with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING SONG        “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”           ELW 886 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 

 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
(We Sit) 
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FIRST READING                  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 

I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 

7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I  

prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 

8
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 

10
I prophesied as he commanded me, 

and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11

Then 
he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 

12
Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

13
And you shall know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY               Psalm 130 

 
1
Out | of the depths 

 I cry to | you, O Lord; 
2
O Lord, | hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. R 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
4
Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

 in order that you | may be feared. R 
5
I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 

 in your word | is my hope. 
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. R 
7
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

 with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8
For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 

 from | all their sins. R 
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SECOND READING                   Romans 8:6-11 
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this  
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in 
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life  
because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL          John 11:1-45  
 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and  
Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus  
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 

10
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 

not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely 
to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
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24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28When she 
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he 
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 

SERMON            Pastor Ralph 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Restore in Us, O God”            ELW 328 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(We Sit) 

OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 

Anthem            “I Can Only Imagine”        Bart Millard 
 

I can only imagine what it will be like when I walk by your side. I can only imagine what my eyes will see 
when your face is before me.  Surrounded by your glory, what will my heart feel? Will I dance for you,  

Jesus, or in awe of you be still? Will I stand in your presence or to my knees will I fall? Will I sing songs of 
praise? Will I be able to speak at all?  I can only imagine when that day comes and I find myself standing in 

the Son. I can only imagine what I will do is forever worship you. 
 

(We Stand) 
OFFERTORY SONG                 ELW 188 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 



10 

THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion today at the 
center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to remain 

seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable to  
partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music     “There is a Balm in Gilead”           Sam Batt Owens 

 
(We Stand) 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn              “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”           WOV 731 
 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, + Christ the Son, who spreads his arms 
in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, bless you and bring you to life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG            “You are the Way”            ELW 758 

 
DISMISSAL 
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”             Spiritual 
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ALTAR GREENERY is given to the glory of God and in honor of our parents and grandparents.  
Your guidance means the world to us.  Love Lacy, Chad, Connor, and Gracen Geary. 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Rick Loging, and Daryl Hooker; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Manning Burgess,  
  Roy Windham, and George Mathias 
Cantor: Melissa Rawl 
Soloist: Celeste Schnabel 
Wings of Worship: Caroline Hooker, Carsyn Antley, Ann-Reece Lever, Madalyn Stoudemire, 
Miriam Stoudemire, Elizabeth Lunsford, Eliza Jebaily, and Marlee Rate 
Greeters: (8:30) Amy Shell; (11:00) Christie Addy 
Lay Readers: (8:30) Terri Geary; (11:00) Myra Strock 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Paul Austin; (11:00) Heyward Addy 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Caroline Hooker [C] Katy Hooker; 
   (11:00) [A] Carsyn Antley [C] Craig Lunsford 
 
 

The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Nursery – Room #105   Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

2—4 year olds & 5K – Room #103   Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Women Digging Deeper 
     Parlor 

6
th

—8
th

 Grade – Room #212  For those not attending a Sunday School 
class but waiting on a child to get out of 
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall! 

9
th

—12
th

 Grade – Room #217   If you are interested in beginning a new 
Sunday School class please contact  
Mrs. Shannon. 


