
My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study to move us from hearing the message to living a life of joy.

OPENING
· Describe a time when someone’s generosity deeply impacted you.

FOCUS ON THE TEXT – Read Philippians 4:14-19

OBSERVATION - What does the passage say?
· What words does Paul use to describe their giving?
· What does he mean by “fruit that increases to your credit” (v. 17)?
· How does Paul describe their gift in v. 18?
· What promise does Paul give in v. 19?

INTERPRETATION - What does the passage mean?
· Why does Paul emphasize partnership rather than charity?
· To whom does giving bring a blessing?
· What does this passage teach about eternal reward? (v. 17)
· How does generosity please God? (v. 18)
· How should we properly understand v. 19 in context?

APPLICATION – How does this passage apply?
· Do you view your giving as partnership in the Gospel?  Why or why not?
· What fears most hinder generosity?
· Do you feel you are generous in your giving?  Why or why not? 
· Have you ever given sacrificially?  Have you ever been the recipient of sacrificial giving?
· How might God be inviting you to grow in joyful giving?
· What would change in the Church if everyone embraced generosity?
· Review, discuss and apply the summary of Christian Giving.

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the simple, three step outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week as we strive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it? 

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.






Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, March 15
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.
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14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:14-19, ESV)



1. _____________________________________________ (vs. 14-16)











2. _____________________________________________ (v. 17)













3. _____________________________________________ (v. 18)











4. _____________________________________________ (v. 19)


    









Christian Giving

1) ________________________________________ (v. 10)

2) ________________________________________ (v. 10)

3) ________________________________________ (v. 14)

4) ________________________________________ (v. 16)

5) ________________________________________ (v. 17)

6) ________________________________________ (v. 18)

7) ________________________________________ (v. 18)

8) ________________________________________ (v. 19)
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