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Two Starting Points for 
Creating Liturgy
(in this order!)

1. The Calendar
2. The Lectionary

The day or season 
determines what the 
readings (lections) 
are.



One other factor . . .

Are there other 
“interruptive 
factors” in play?



The Calendar of the Church Year
Seasons & Sundays (the temporale)

Major Holy Days and other observances (the sanctorale)



Where do I find this stuff?

• Some of it, you should just know!
• BAS pp 14-33



Let’s list the seasons & colours

Advent  
• Length? 
• When does it start?
• What happens if Advent 4 is December 24?

Christmas
• When is the last day?

Sundays after Epiphany
• Always begins with Baptism of our Lord
• Is reckoned by number 
• Is there a “season” of Epiphany?



Let’s list the seasons & colours

Lent
• When  does it begin?
• Length? 
• Holy Week & the Triduum (Solemn Three Days)

Easter
• When does it begin?
• Length? What is the last day of Easter? 
• Sundays “of” Easter, not “after” Easter
• No season called “Pentecost”

Ordinary Time
• When does it begin?  End?
• What is its theme?



Categorizing 
the Seasons

Life of 
Christ

Advent / Christmas to Epiphany

Lent / Easter to Pentecost (& Trinity 
Sunday)

Life of 
the 
Church

“Ordinary” (counted) time from 
Baptism of our Lord to Sunday before 
Lent

Ordinary time from Sunday after 
Trinity until the Reign of Christ 



Advent/Christmas

First Sunday of Advent 
governed by the day of 
the week on which 
Christmas Day falls – 
count back 4



Lent & Easter

Dates are governed by the 
moon: 

Easter Day is the first 
Sunday after the first full 
moon after the spring 
equinox 

In 2026,  April 5!



• 34 Sundays, split
• Called by their “proper number,” not how many Sundays after 

Epiphany or Pentecost !
• [A “proper” what?!]
• Proper 1 is always the Baptism of the Lord
• Proper 34 is always the Reign of Christ

Ordinary Time



And yet, 
the basic 
unit of 
time is …

The Week!
(Based on narratives of creation & redemption)



Focusing 
on the 
Temporale

For Sunday worship, this is your main concern – 
plodding through the Church year, week by week, 
within the overlay of the seasons. 

Sunday marks our defining narrative: 
resurrection & renewal

but 

The Sanctorale can take precedence 

Major festivals punctuate the daily, like 
birthdays and anniversaries! 

(For more information, see BAS pp 15-18)



The Lectionary
Now that we know 
what we’re celebrating, 
what shall we read?



What’s a Lectionary?

A prescribed cycle of bible readings (or “lections”) used 
by one or more denominations



Why a Lectionary?
Anglicans don’t just get to choose what they feel 
like reading, or what preacher wants to preach 

about!



Who Chooses the Lectionary?
The  Anglican Church of Canada, through its 

General Synod



“Revised Common Lectionary” (RCL) - supercedes Prayer Book
 lectionary

“Common” because it is shared by multiple denominations in
  multiple countries

“Revised”  because this isn’t the first version! 

Prepared by international, interdenominational liturgical and 
biblical scholars (“Consultation on Common Texts” and 
“English Language Liturgical Consultation,” ELLC )

Current Lectionary used by the Anglican 
Church of Canada



• Three year cycle, Years A, B, C

• Two versions – “Typological” and “Semi-continuous.” You are to 
use the semi-continuous version

• Four readings each Sunday
• Hebrew Scriptures (this was new for Anglicans at the 

eucharist)
• Psalm (new to many Anglicans at the Sunday eucharist)
• Epistle (or Acts or Revelation)
• Gospel

Key Features of the “RCL”



• The Old Testament, Epistle & Gospel readings are all read “in 
course” or “semi-continuously” (new for Anglicans at the 
eucharist)

• Psalm is always a response to the first reading (do NOT use the 
Psalm prayer from the BAS!)

Key Features of the “RCL”



Chief 
Aims 
of 
the 
RCL

A practical expression of Christian unity 

Recovery of the Hebrew Scriptures as normative for  
Christian worship

Allowing Old Testament narratives to unfold with their 
own integrity

Allowing epistles to unfold sequentially (“in course”)

Ensuring that all three Synoptic gospels are given their 
own integrity (one per year – “semi-continuous”) 



3-year Sunday Lectionary 

Year A  (2025-2026)

Gospel Matthew Jesus, the new Moses

First Reading Isaiah (in lead up to Christmas)
Great narratives of Genesis & 
Exodus
Acts in Easter 

Thematically related to the Gospel from 
Advent 1 to Easter

Stories of the post-resurrection Church 

Psalm Is always a response to the first reading, 
and thematically related

Second Reading Mainly Romans 
& 1 Corinthians
Philippians & 1 Thessalonians



COMFORT BREAK



In the BAS – but only in 
versions printed after 1989 – 
see the frontispiece

  
Beginning on p. 268

Where can I find 
this “RCL”?

Option #1 of 3



The Book of
Alternative Services
of the Anglican Church of Canada
with the Revised Common Lectionary



Sundays and Holy Days



Online at the Vanderbilt Revised 
Common Lectionary site

 
 lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu 

Bookmark it!

Where can I find this 
“RCL”?

Option #2 of 3

There are lots of other goodies there, too – art, slides, prayers, 
hymn suggestions,  printable copies of the readings …







Prayer



Art



Caveat

Psalm 116.1-4,12-19 (Bible)

is

Psalm 116.1-4,12-18 (BCP)

is

Psalm 116.1-3,12-17 (BAS)

is

Psalm 116.1-4,12-19 (PWC)

Vanderbilt cites biblical references for the Psalms. 
You must check these against the version of the 
psalter you are using. 

    Example (Easter 3, Year A)



McCausland’s 
Order of Divine Service – 

Usually called “the Ordo”

Where can I find this 
“RCL”?

Option #3 of 3



The “ordo”
• Produced for the Anglican Church of Canada 

annually, running from Advent 1 to Proper 34 (The 
Reign of Christ)

• Contains some excellent essays – don’t be afraid of 
them!

• Does all your research for you – day of the year, 
colour, readings, options 

• For those choosing hymns, a whole section of 
lection-based options (Blue Book, Common Praise, 
Ancient & Modern Rev, Jubilate)



Deciphering the Ordo – 

It’s not all Greek.  Really!



Fourth 
Sunday of 
Lent

Sunday March 15
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Violet)

HE Propers 291; 1 Sam 16:1-13; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14;
John 9.1-41; Preface of Lent

DOL MP Ps 66, 67; Gen 48.8-22: Rom 8:11-25; Coll 291
EP Ps 19, 46; (Jer 14:1-9, 17-22);  Jn 6:27-40; Coll 291

Monday, March 16
Lenten Feria (Violet)
Day of discipline and self-denial



Hymns

Fourth 
Sunday of 
Lent



Choosing a Collect



A prayer that:

• follows a prescribed form;
• “collects” the community in prayer; 

and
• sets the theme or tone for the 

service.

The Collect belongs to the “propers” of 
the day, i.e. it is variable

It is chosen by you

So, what’s a 
collect?



Sources for 
collects

The BAS – bleh (and off the record, 
here’s why!)

Vanderbilt RCL -  
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/  

Anglican Church of Canada - ACC 
alternative collects

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Alternative-RCL-Collects-Final-2019.pdf
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Alternative-RCL-Collects-Final-2019.pdf


Always remember, creating liturgy is a great 
honour.

It’s also a lot of fun!
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