THE PARABLES OF LENT
Receive Forgiveness
The Parable of The Prodigal Son
March 25th, 2026

Opening Hymn #802: Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
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Closing Hymn #608: Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling
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® In this holy season the Son of God humbles himself so that we receive mercy.

Humble me once again, O God, that my life would be pleasing and acceptable to
you.

® In this holy season the Son of God rushes out to greet us in the midst of our sin, like a father
welcoming a lost child.

Remind me, O God, of the power of your forgiveness that covers over all my sins
and gives me a new beginning.

® In this holy season the Son of God enters into his Passion and death so that we are exalted.

Grant me your grace, O God, that my faith in Jesus would be pleasing and
acceptable to you.

Let us listen to our Savior as his parables unfold,
Learning what he has to teach us, bearing fruit a hundredfold.
See the son, his wealth exhausted, facing hunger and despair,
Worthless as his father’s heir; would his father now receive him?
Hear the welcome joy resound: “This my son once lost, is found!”

Confession and Absolution

® Too often in our selfishness we squander the gifts God gives to us. Let us confess the sins of our
hearts and lives to our Lord who hears and forgives:

@ Most merciful God, we confess that our very nature is sinful. We do not love
you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. We do not love our neighbors as
ourselves. When we use and abuse the good gifts you give to us, we display our
evil and conceit. We don’t even deserve to be called your servants, let alone your
children. By our selfishness we have sinned against you and against others in
thought, word and deed. Forgive us, most holy God.

[®) The Lord Jesus took on the punishment of all of us prodigals. His sacrifice means that our
Heavenly Father comes to greet us with grace that is unearned and undeserved. He celebrates
our new life with his forgiving love. Because Jesus took on the punishment for our prodigal
ways, all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
Old Testament REAAING .........cveueeereeernriesnresssesressnsesesesesesesesseseseseesssessssseeessses Psalm 51:1-12
EPiStle Reading .ot misiaesiiomsnmtmmsmmecstsssrasemsssnsssseatsavesse, Ephesians 5:15-21

GOSPEL REAING..v..vvvvoeeeseeetceannceeiss st s e s seesenes Luke 15:11-32
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Sermon
Offering
Prayers
Each petition ends with the following response:
B O forgiving Father,
surround us with your embrace.

Lord’s Prayer




