
March 15, 2026: 4th Sunday in Lent  
UMCOR Sunday 

~~ GATHERING BEFORE GOD ~~ 

GREETINGS ~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ JOYS ~ CONCERNS 
~ GOD MOMENTS~  

 HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  UMH #381 
The Light of Christ Enters  

OPENING PRAYER (unison)   
Gracious Shepherd who draws us into the light, 
Open our ears to Your word,  

awaken our hearts to Your love, and  
refresh our spirits in Your presence,  

That in our life journey with You, we may help all whom 
we encounter to see Your abundant grace. Amen. 

~~ PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD ~~ 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 23 UMH #754 

CHORAL HYMN “Take My Life, and Let It Be”  UMH #399 

EPISTLE LESSON: Ephesians 5:8-14 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 9:1-41 

CHILDREN’S/INTERACTIVE TIME   

 HYMN “Open Our Eyes”  TFWS #2086 

MESSAGE “Journeying in Grace” 

~~ RESPONDING IN THE SPIRIT ~~ 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 
 Doxology UMH #95 

OFFERTORY / PASTORAL PRAYER  
THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH #895 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80TpeVdW7HE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZN-bkirr4uU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wE--7csvIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqBAE5WnKLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uyg6-htOtHU


~~ SENDING FORTH ~~ 

 HYMN “Here I Am, Lord”  UMH #593 
The Light of Christ Leads Us into the World 

 BENEDICTION 

 Postlude “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” UMH #671 

 Standing as you are able to the glory of God  

Scriptures for March 22, 2026 (5th Sunday in Lent):  
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. 
 

~~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~~ 

TODAY:  

  8:15(ish) Georgetown UMC Administrative Board 

  9:00 am Worship – Georgetown UMC 

11:00 am Worship – South Otselic UMC 
 

WEEKLY / BIWEEKLY / MONTHLY: 
† Pastor in the office – Wed 11 am to 2 pm, Thurs 1-4 pm  
† Administrative Board – Georgetown, 3rd Sunday 8:15 am;  

South Otselic, 4th Sunday 11:45(ish) am  
† Food Pantry – 3rd Thursday each month 3-6 pm  

Special requests call Kevin Grewe 607-337-8941 
† Sunshine Shop Thu & Fri 10-4; Sat 9-noon 

– Next open Mar 19-21, Apr 2-4, Apr 16-18  
– For emergency clothing, call 315-653-7490.  

† Community Lunch – 1st & 3rd Thursdays, noon, South 
Otselic UMC; next dates Mar 19, Apr 2, Apr 16 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
† Ecumenical Lenten Services – 4 pm; Mar 15 - Cinci 

Christian Union; Mar 22 - Cinci OPLH Catholic; Mar 29 - 
Cinci First Baptist 

† Good Friday bake sale – Apr 3, 9 am, NBT So. Otselic 
† Easter Sonrise service – 7 am, South Otselic UMC 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9icxJVBMedo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35zLJVRzy6Q


PRAYER LIST: (Short Term): 
From 3/8 – Nikko Baker, Brent Dodge, Kevin Grewe, Gary 
Hart, Matt Sheldon, family of Jacob Debroke, military 
personnel (Joaquin Garcia, Travis Sheldon), 
From 3/1 – Rachel Evans & baby, Harvey Stalker, Jennifer 
Tibbens, Georgetown UMC, family of Bob Engle, 
Iran/US/Israel – aftermath of bombing Iran 
From 2/22 – Paul Carson, Nancy Guthrie, Gilbert Harrington, 
Duncan MacKenzie, Ella Simmons, Heidi Moore, family of 
Norman Burpee, family of Pat Lawrence (& Sherburne FD), 
South Otselic NBT, Chenango County bus, Boonville FD & 
Abundant Life Church, wildfires - TX/OK/KS, East coast - 
snowstorm, victims - CA avalanche  
From 2/15 – Henry Campbell, Mike Sheldon, family of Jim 
Moore 
 

(Long Term): Jonna Bartlett, Richard Bishop, David Boyer, 
Paul Carson, Ron Colasudo, Kaity Davis, Doug Evans, Linda 
Excell, Ted Gargas, Kevin Grewe, Roger Hakes, Chuck 
Hathaway, Patti Lamandia, Diane MacGregor, Cassandra & 
Christopher Marquard, Chris Marquard, Maverick Mesko, 
Aaron Miller, Phil Mudge, Mitch Mullenax, Jenny Naber, 
Elaine Perkins, John & Carole Roalef, Kate Robinson, Justin 
Sheldon, Matt & Annette Sheldon, Cathy Silver, Ella 
Simmons, Normajean Stark, Kenneth Sullivan, Angela 
(Graves) Szlamczynski, David Wentworth  
 

Travel mercies for family and friends 
Our men and women in the military  
World leaders, our country, & the need for peace 
 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS:   
March: 18-Betty Howe; 23-Sarah Shen; 27-Debbie Benson 
April: 8-Lori Marquard; 16-Lolita White;  

25-Carole Roalef, Dustin Spear; 26-Tyler Davis 
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Psalm 23 UMH #754 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 The Lord makes me lie down in green 
pastures,  

 leads me beside still waters, 

3 restores my soul,  

 leads me in right paths for the sake of the 
Lord’s name. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil;  

 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies;  

 you anoint my head with oil, my cup 
overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life;  

 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord as 
long as I live. 

 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 NRSV 

1 The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you 
grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons." 



2 Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me." And the Lord said, "Take a heifer with 
you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 

3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you." 

4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 

5 He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
"Surely the Lord's anointed is now before the Lord." 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart." 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the Lord chosen 
this one." 

9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, "Neither has the Lord chosen this one." 

10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The Lord has not 
chosen any of these." 

11 Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" 
And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send 
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here." 

12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord 
said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." 



13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 

Ephesians 5:8-14 NRSV 
8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord 

you are light. Live as children of light- 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good 

and right and true. 
10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but instead expose them. 
12 For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; 
13 but everything exposed by the light becomes 

visible, 
14 for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, "Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you." 
 

  



John 9:1-41 NRSV 
1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be 
revealed in him. 

4 We must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 

5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world." 

6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man's eyes, 

7 saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 
came back able to see. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before 
as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?" 

9 Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, 
"No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am 
the man." 

10 But they kept asking him, "Then how were your 
eyes opened?" 

11 He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and 
wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." 

12 They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do 
not know." 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 

14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 



15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 
he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud 
on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But 
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?" And they were divided. 

17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, 
"He is a prophet." 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight until they called the parents 
of the man who had received his sight 

19 and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?" 

20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 

21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself." 

22 His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 
out of the synagogue. 

23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask 
him." 

24 So for the second time they called the man who 
had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to 
God! We know that this man is a sinner." 

25 He answered, "I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see." 

26 They said to him, "What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?" 



27 He answered them, "I have told you already, and 
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?" 

28 Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 

30 The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 

31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. 

32 Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 

33 If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing." 

34 They answered him, "You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove 
him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and 
when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?" 

36 He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him." 

37 Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he." 

38 He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment 

so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind." 

40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" 

41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin 
remains. 


