Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026 + 9:30 am

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2417 Drexel Avenue - Racine, Wisconsin 53403
(262) 634-7998
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Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the
truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints
our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Ochéthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing
their enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to
respecting their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous
communities. May we be mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope
in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ
from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

Gathering Song “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW 334, vv. 1-3, Lent 4
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Lent 4

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen

Texta

© 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
erved. Used by permission
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.
By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts,
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in
height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD,
designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me
the one whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” > He said,
“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

©When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the LORD.”
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
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because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ¢ Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ! Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome.
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23g
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)

I The LorD | is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
* Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5>You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light
of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for the fruit
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 1° Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. ! Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. '2 For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly, '3 but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things
of God.

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. ° As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” © When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?”  Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?” 1 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 2 They said to
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 1> Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then [ washed, and now
I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. '7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight '° and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind, ?! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed



Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 26 Then
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3° The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened
my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships
him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3* They
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove
him out.

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that [ may believe in him.” 37 Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, [ believe.”
And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do
not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *° Some of the Pharisees who were with
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *! Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The Assembly may be seated for the Sermon..

Sermon



Hymn of the Day “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW #779
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Bonnie Ayers, John Falk, Sue Heckel, Donna Johnson,
Linda Bagley, Carmen Falk, Tom Johnson, Mario Miranda, Lynda, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee
and Mark Hooper, Missy Hoffman, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs,
and Eloise and Larry Laugen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your
offering in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office,
you can even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then
follow the prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s
camera to give on our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for
automatic giving on our website as well!

Thank you for your generosity!

Offering Song
The Assembly may rise in body or spirit as the offering is brought forward.
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Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
.... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

The Presiding Minister continues, the Assembly responds when prompted:
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. ...
... Grace your table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.
... burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit. ...

The prayer concludes: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Distribution of Communion

Ifyou are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is
bread of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for
you.” As you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you are worshipping with
more than one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.
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Communion Song “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ELW #502
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. CoLumBA, Irish tune

Table Blessing

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, * bless you now and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Blessed Assurance” ELW #638
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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Announcements

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Serving Today
Altar Flowers:

Assisting Minister:
Reader:

Usher:

Altar Guild:
Musician:

Pastor:

Linda Petersen

In Honor of Bruce’s Birthday

Sean Fair

Sheila Fair

Jim Kasprovich

Marilyn Rentz & Nancy Vandewinckel
Paul Berge

The Rev. Matt James

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved

Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091
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This Week @ Redeemer

Wednesday: Mid-Week Lent Meal and Worship @ Bethania
Soup Supper - 5pm; Worship — 6pm
Sunday: Sunday Worship - 9:30am
Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: Pat Quale (3/23)

Upcoming Commemorations

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461

Tuesday, March 17, 2026

A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into

slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the
ministry. Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary
there.

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Thursday, March 19, 2026

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that
he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God
and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.

Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556

Saturday, March 21, 2026

Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his support
of the Protestant Reformation.

Texts for Next Sunday, March 22n4, Fifth Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
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