[bookmark: _heading=h.kjd0nn2ts22q]Summary
Pastor Terrence Levi delivers a powerful message about being a clean vessel for God's use. He emphasizes that while all believers are vessels, not all are clean enough for God's honorable purposes. Using the metaphor of dirty water bottles, he illustrates how contamination from worldly influences, relationships, and entertainment dilutes our spiritual effectiveness. The pastor explains that God wants to pour His blessings and answers into us, but when we're contaminated with sin and worldly distractions, we cannot properly receive what He offers. He calls for believers to declutter their spiritual lives by removing sinful influences and maintaining separation from contaminating environments. The message concludes with an invitation for salvation and spiritual cleansing, emphasizing that underneath the clutter in our lives lie the blessings and destiny God has for us.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dwgt0zryrezw]Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, we come before You this morning with open hearts and minds. We ask that You prepare us to receive what You want to teach us today through Your Word. Help us to be honest about the areas in our lives that need cleansing and give us the courage to make the changes You're calling us to make. Open our ears to hear Your voice clearly and our hearts to respond obediently. We pray that this time together would draw us closer to You and make us more useful vessels for Your kingdom purposes. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bz41ul3k4p3p]Ice Breaker
What's one household item that you use regularly that works much better when it's clean versus when it's dirty?
[bookmark: _heading=h.axhutv340x3x]Key Verses
1. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4
2. 2 Timothy 2:20-21
[bookmark: _heading=h.nmqwjg5oy1sr]Questions
1. According to the sermon, what's the difference between being loved by God and being used by God? How does this distinction challenge or encourage you?
2. Pastor Levi used the illustration of dirty water bottles to explain spiritual contamination. What are some 'contaminants' in your life that might be diluting your relationship with God?
3. The message mentions that we can become ineffective not by becoming evil, but by becoming 'mixed.' What does this mean, and how have you seen this principle play out in your own life or others?
4. How does the concept of 'possessing your own vessel' from 1 Thessalonians 4:4 apply to practical daily decisions we make as believers?
5. The pastor talked about decluttering our spiritual closets and finding blessings underneath the sin we remove. What might God be trying to reveal to you that's currently buried under spiritual clutter?
6. What role do our entertainment choices, relationships, and environments play in our spiritual contamination? How can we be more intentional about these areas?
7. The sermon suggests that sometimes we can't hear God's answers because of the 'garbage in our system.' Can you think of a time when distractions prevented you from recognizing God's guidance?
8. How can we help each other in the body of Christ to become cleaner vessels, as mentioned in the pastor's opening remarks about helping one another?
[bookmark: _heading=h.vzxxccvf19tn]Life Application
This week, identify one specific area of contamination in your life (whether it's entertainment, relationships, habits, or attitudes) and take concrete steps to remove or limit its influence. Spend the time you would normally give to that contaminating influence in prayer, Bible reading, or worship instead. Keep a journal of how this change affects your ability to sense God's presence and hear His voice.
[bookmark: _heading=h.cci8cxln4s74]Key Takeaways
1. Every believer is a vessel, but not every vessel is clean enough for God's honorable use
2. Contamination and dilution from worldly influences prevent us from being effective vessels for God's purposes
3. We must take responsibility to 'possess our own vessel' by controlling what we allow into our lives
4. God's blessings and answers may be buried underneath the spiritual clutter in our lives
5. Decluttering our spiritual lives leads to clearer communication with God and greater effectiveness in His kingdom
[bookmark: _heading=h.7seidcdf5bxl]Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for this powerful reminder that You desire to use us as clean vessels for Your glory. We confess that we have allowed contamination into our lives that has hindered our relationship with You and our effectiveness in Your kingdom. Give us the strength and wisdom to identify and remove the things that are cluttering our spiritual lives. Help us to be disciplined in what we watch, who we spend time with, and what we allow to influence our hearts and minds. We want to be vessels of honor, ready for Your use. Purge us, cleanse us, and fill us with more of You. May our lives be a clear reflection of Your goodness and grace. In Jesus' mighty name we pray, Amen.

