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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Mark 11:11-24 Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the Twelve. The next day, when they had left Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if there was any fruit on it. But when He reached it, He found nothing on it except leaves, since it was not the season for figs. Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again.” And His disciples heard this statement. When they arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those selling doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. Then Jesus began to teach them, and He declared, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” When the chief priests and scribes heard this, they looked for a way to kill Him. For they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching. And when evening came, Jesus and His disciples went out of the city. As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. Peter remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered.” “Have faith in God,” Jesus said to them. “Truly I tell you that if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and has no doubt in his heart but believes that it will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Introduction: Faith is not complicated, or unpredictable. Faith is simply responding to God the way God responds to Himself—believing what He says, acting on what He reveals, and trusting that His Word is already working even when nothing seems to be happening on the surface.
In Mark 11, Jesus gives us one of the clearest demonstrations of the God‑kind of faith. He shows us how faith sees, how faith speaks, how faith acts, and how faith receives. 
This passage is a revelation about how the Kingdom operates and how we are called to function in it. 

I. JESUS SPEAKS NINE FAITH‑FILLED WORDS AND WALKS AWAY
1. Mark 11:14 Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again.” And His disciples heard this statement.
A. “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”
B. Jesus speaks nine faith-filled words. No repetition. No checking. No second‑guessing. Why?
C. Jesus knew exactly what would happen when He spoke.
1) How did He know? (John 5:30)
D. Nothing looked different in the moment—but Jesus knew the Word was working. 
E. If anyone had asked Him about the tree, His answer would have been the exact same 9 words He spoke.
F. He would have had nothing else to say except what He saw and heard from the Father.
G. Once He released faith, the matter was settled. 
H. He never touched it with His thought life again. (He considered not.)
I. The God-kind of faith releases faith-filled words in confidence.
J. Note: Throughout Scripture the fig tree is representative of the nation of Isreal regarding their spiritual, physical, and national health.
1) The fig tree had leaves which means that is should have had fruit on it, but there was none.
2) From afar off the tree appeared to be healthy as there was a lot of activity – leaves were present. 
3) Never mistake activity for productivity. 
4) However, upon further examination it was all a show with no substance. 
5) Jesus had publicly and repeatedly called out the religious leaders for there hypocrisy and lack of fruit, and they had already sought to kill Him and now He is going into the Temple…
