Lent 4 --- “Give us Our Daily Bread”
Peter’s denial of the Bread of life … Food, body, life—daily bread.

The free grace of God:  everything we have comes from the loving Father’s hand. 

The rain falls on the just and the unjust…Matthew 5:38-48

What we should do in response to daily bread:  Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and God what is God’s…if we cannot because of ungodly reasons:  we must obey God rather than men.

“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread”  --- The Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer

When the people saw the sign that he had done,   they said,   "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!"     Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king,   Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Ever get caught by surprise when you leave for a trip?    I forgot my toothbrush.    I forgot my razor.    I forgot…..you fill in the blank.    You arrive home after stopping at the grocery store.

Remembered everything on the list except for the obvious — the loaf of bread.    Someone calls out your name.    Your friendly greeting masks the fact that you can’t remember their name.    You’ve prayed the Lord’s prayer,  many times and yet we ask,   what did I just pray?     We ask:  Where is God in all of this!?    You pray:  Lord,  have mercy upon me!

The people listening to Jesus were caught by surprise.   They didn’t have food until Jesus provided it.   After the meal,   they were tempted to make Jesus something different than what He was called to be.   In the Gospel lesson previously read,   it was evident among those who saw Him feed 5000 men with only 5 loaves and 2 fish — they wouldn’t have to work anymore!   Tilling the fields and fishing the seas?   Unnecessary with a so-called bread-king Jesus.   To make Jesus a bread-king was not what He was sent to do.   What I mean is a temporary Jesus — One who only serves the wants of the body.   A bread-king Jesus doesn’t win souls for the kingdom — He is then a king made in man’s own image instead of God’s.

But, the things of God always include daily bread.   For the ancient Israelites,   this included bread from heaven…manna;   the frost-like substance that came from the sky to sustain the people in the wilderness for forty years.   The water that poured from the rock at Meribah is included in this since it fills the needs of the body:   food,   drink,   clothing,   shoes,   house,  home,   land,   animals,   money,   goods,   a devout husband or wife,   devout children,  devout workers,   devout and faithful rulers,   good government,   good weather,   peace,  health,   self-control,   good reputation,   good friends,  faithful neighbors and the like as Luther outlines in the Small Catechism.    And,  again he writes in his Large Catechism:

“Thus you see,   God wishes to show us how He cares for us in all our needs and faithfully provides for our daily sustenance.    Although He gives and provides these blessings bountifully,   even to the godless and rogues,   yet He wishes us to ask for them so that we may realize that we have received them from His hand and may recognize in them His fatherly goodness toward us.    When He withdraws His hand,   nothing can prosper or last for any length of time,   as indeed we see and experience every day.”  

You’ll always need Jesus to be who He really is because,   let’s face it,   the world isn’t getting any better.   And our Lord knows this better than we do.    Everyone needs daily bread.   Everyone needs Jesus.   We receive daily bread even without our prayer,   even all evil people,   but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

We learn also from Peter,   whose making Jesus into someone He was not,   caused Peter to deny the Lord.   Three times he denied Jesus being the Son of God and the Son of Man.  Peter was worried about protecting himself — instead of following the Lord of life---wouldn’t we all do the same when we know Jesus faced certain death!   “I do not know the Man…”   Peter said three times even though he did not believe Jesus prophecy of this happening.   Peter is restored by Jesus later not by recalling Peter’s sin,   but by telling him to “Feed My sheep.”

Making Jesus into just any-ole king the way you want to,   is about your heart’s desire---and coming from a heart that is corrupt,   is the way of the fool whose way is only right in his own eyes and he will get his share of poverty.   The Holy Spirit prevented Peter and the other ten disciples from becoming eternally poor,   as He does all believers in Jesus’ name.

Before Jesus was delivered into the hands of sinful men for thirty pieces of silver,   He said: “You’ll always have the poor among you,   but you will not always have Me.”    Our Father who is greater than all wants us to ask Him for everything we need.   His name is hallowed among us through the Second Commandment.    His kingdom and will comes to us even without our prayer!   Why pray?   The answer:   in sin and death,   He remembers us.    Jesus curbs our doubt and drowns our greed.    For His suffering,  death,   and glorious resurrection mark the end of death and the beginning of life for all believers in His name.

For all of your needs of body and soul,   He is with you even though the devil,   the world, and our sinful nature would not hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come.    For forty days and forty nights Jesus fought Satan and won.  

Luther provides this insight:

But especially is this petition directed against our chief enemy,   the devil,   whose whole purpose and desire it is to take away or interfere with all we have received from God.     He is not satisfied to obstruct and overthrow the spiritual order,   by deceiving souls with his lies and bringing them under his power,   but he also prevents and impedes the establishment of any kind of government or honorable and peaceful relations on earth.   This is why [the devil] causes so much contention, murder,   sedition and war,   why he sends storms and hail to destroy crops and cattle, etc.     In short,   it pains him that anyone should receive even a mouthful of bread from God and eat it in peace.     If it were in his power and our prayer to God did not restrain him,   surely we would not have a straw in the field,   a penny in the house,   or even an hour more of life — especially those of us who have the Word of God and would like to be Christians.  

We get caught by surprise when unexpected realities change our lives.    Some are for the worse,   some are for the better,   and some are an outcome we cannot see yet.   And,   this is the reason we are called to pray to our Father who claims us to be His own,   through Jesus His only Son.   The prophet Isaiah declares:   “Can a woman forget her nursing child,   that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb?   Even these may forget,   yet I will not forget you.   Behold,   I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.” 

Nothing in life is too big for Him to handle,   dear loved ones.   Your life is in Jesus’ hands and,   when you are there,   you are in the nail-marked hands of Him who made you and loves you.   For the everyday struggles in life bring forth the greatest prayers to Him. 

In the name of the Father,   of the Son   and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen.  
