


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin March 9th, 2026 – March 15th, 2026




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
March 15th, 2026, Fourth Sunday in Lent
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Graham Featherstone
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Andrea Hansen/Greg Veltman
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club Zoom meetings will not be held during Lent because several members will be involved in hosting the Soup and Buns sessions on Wednesday evenings. 

Recommended reading during Lent includes "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" by C.S. Lewis, "The Lighthouse" by Michael O'Brien, and "Five Little Indians" by Michelle Good. 
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These will be discussed at the next meeting on April 8th. Some copies of these books are available to borrow. Please ask Sheila Barker.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. 


Ministerial Meandering
Pain, Life, and Death.

I really wish I didn’t have to write this, but it’s been brewing inside of me for at least ten of the sixteen years I’ve lived in this country.  Most of you know - from your own bitter experience, as well as my personal opinion - that I have very little, if any respect for the medical (and often nursing) ‘professions’ in this country.  I wish it were not so.

To enter into life is to enter into the possibility of pain.  Even if you were to wrap yourself in cotton wool and hide away in a cave for the duration of your life, you would be subject to pain of some sort at some time.  Let us accept, then, that pain is a factor in our lives.  Usually - and early on - it is a lesson that tells us that repeating the same thing that caused the pain is likely to result in the pain also being repeated; therefore, don’t do it again.  Thus we learn that pain is avoidable, if we are careful or consider other options.

However, my tirade today is aimed at those who should know better - the medical and nursing ‘professions’.  I use inverted commas because I believe that the idea of medicine or nursing retaining their status as ‘professional vocations’ - in this country, at least - is highly suspect for the majority, as they have become money and time focussed.  I get the impression that some nurses have managed to retain their sense of vocation, and when I have met them, they stand out from their peers like diamonds.
When I arrived here from South Africa, and registered with the Medical Council of British Columbia, there was to be a day of ‘orientation’ lectures.  All of these were concerned with how to turn your practice into a successful business; none of them were about maintaining standards.  Consequently, the young, often arrogant, newly qualified doctors that Canadian medical schools are churning out - with not even the barest minimum of basic scientific knowledge, as the teaching syllabuses are woefully inadequate - are more concerned with how to make a buck than deliver proper medical care to their patients.
Fortunately, there are some who have not fallen into the trap of avarice, but they are few, sadly, and often from abroad.

In hospitals, doctors and nurses no longer do ward rounds together, so to ask a nurse what is happening to a patient is to be met with a cursory, ‘You’ll have to ask the doctor.’  When is he doing his rounds?  ‘I’ve no idea.’  Add to this that no written notes seem to appear or be available when you ask if a nurse might consult them.  But let me return to pain.

Pain in the hospital setting should be rare and controlled.  In the context of malignant disease or any form of terminal illness, it should not exist.  The idea that nurses can only give analgesics (pain-killing medication) after a certain number of hours has passed is an archaic idea, cruel, and stupid.  All pain-killing drugs should be written up to be given as necessary - or by the patient themselves - and not by the clock.  How many times have I heard unthinking or ignorant nurses say that they cannot give more morphine - because the patient ‘might get addicted’?  The patient is dying, for God’s sake! - who the hell cares if he or she dies dependent on his or her morphine?  The whole idea of pain control is to erase the memory of pain, so that the patient is not lying in bed, scared of the moment when the drug wears off, because they know they won’t be given any more relief for another 2 hours.  That is both unacceptable and malpractice - yet it is commonplace in our hospitals here.  It is shameful.  In the same way, one of our own is currently dying of untreatable malignancy, and is barely conscious - and yet he is being maintained on oxygen!   All this does is prolong the agony for him and his family. 
Whatever happened to competence, compassion, and common sense in medicine and nursing?  It seems to be almost completely lacking in British Columbia.

Philip+
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“I generally avoid temptation unless I can’t resist it.”
Mae West

Birthdays this Month [image: Cupcake with candle and confetti]  March

	Ron Gibson – 11				Keith Fossey – 15
	Douglas MacAdams – 17			Sonja Van Sickle – 22
	Kai Stevenson – 27				Graham Featherstone – 28
	Andrea Hensen – 29			Mariam George – 30


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 

The Deanery of Sea to Sky - The Revd Jonathan Pinkney, Regional Dean; St. Timothy, Brentwood - The Ven Ruth Monette & The Revd Neil Jongbloed; The Diocese of Kootenay - Archbishop Lynne McNaughton

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

The Rt. Rev. Bruce Myers, Bishop, and the people and clergy of the Diocese of Quebec

Collect 

Almighty God, through the waters of baptism your Son has made us children of light. May we ever walk in his light and show forth your glory in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

1 Samuel 16:1-13								 Andrea Hansen

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.


Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.


Ephesians 5:8-14								Greg Veltman

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper,
   	     rise from the dead,
   	     and Christ will shine on you.”



John 9:1-41						Vicar Philip Barker
1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.

“I don’t know,” he said.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.


Odds and Ends	



Easter Services:

Maundy Thursday – Holy Eucharist at 1600 (4.00 pm), with Washing of the Feet and Stripping of the Altar, followed by Seder Supper in the hall.  (Please sign up).

Good Friday – 1100 Service of Meditation, Music, and Prayer, followed by Hot Cross Buns in the hall.

Holy Saturday – No service.

Easter Sunday – Holy Eucharist at 1000 as usual.
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Each Wednesday from February 25th through March 25th 

Short Service at 1800 (6:00pm) followed by soup and buns.

1 Volunteer is needed to bring soup for each Wednesday, but 4 soup volunteers are needed on March 18th.

Please reach out to Ginny to sign up to bring soup.







Donation that needs a home……Electric lift Seat

A community member has reached out to the church and would like to donate an electric lift seat for anyone who is interested or needs one. It reclines and has a booster seat that lifts the seated person into a standing position when needed. It does not have a heated seat or fancy massage features but is free and is in good condition as reported by the current owner. So, if you or someone you know needs assistance standing up from a seated position this may be an item you want in your home.[image: A outline of a chair  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


Contact Philip for more information
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Housing Opportunity

Know of anyone who is in need of low income housing?

1 Bedroom units at Dogwood Manor (off Morrow Road) Agassiz
Annual income of less than $35,000
$750.00 per month or less (depending on income)

Please contact either Property Manager, Julie Webb 604-796-9180
Or President of Trust, Brian Blower 604-855-2221
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