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March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table”





Prelude music:
“PIE JESU”.  By Gabriel Faure
Angela Monaghan Soloist, Paul Sloan Piano Accompaniment 

Land Acknowledgement (by Murray Pruden, alt.)
We proudly and lovingly acknowledge the land and territory that we stand and pray on as a community of faith. We acknowledge and pray for the peoples, ancestors and presence of the Indigenous peoples of the Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty of 1818. We also acknowledge all the Indigenous, Metis
and Inuit of this great land of Turtle Island and their ancestors and all seven generations before and after us in this place. Thanks be to God for all creation.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Lighting the Christ Candle (from Affirming PIE 2026 resource)
We come to celebrate the love of the Creator—for us, for this community, for all Creation. This love reaches into our lives, inspiring us to reach out across social divides—around the corner and around the world. Will we answer the invitation to share this love to make a difference? We light this candle to celebrate the light of Christ, the one who offers unconditional love and acceptance.

Solo
‘OH HEALING RIVER”.  By Fred Hellerman & Fred Minkoff

Centering Time

Opening Prayer 
Loving God, may this time of worship help us to reconnect with all that is holy.  May it offer a space to slow down, to ponder, to pray, to cherish, to be. May your Spirit fill us with wisdom, with courage, with compassion and with peace. May we be empowered for Christ-like living today and always. Amen.

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Moderator’s PIE Day Video

Opening Hymn: VU 312 “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator”

Prayer of Confession and Candle-Extinguishing 
One: Lent is an opportunity for a spiritual Spring cleaning.
Two: It is a time to say we are sorry for the things we have done and the things we have not done that have hurt ourselves, others, God or the world.
One:  Today, we offer our “I’m sorry” prayers for the ways in which we fall short of God’s radically inclusive love.
Two: We are sorry when we allow difference to be a source of division rather than beautiful diversity.
One: We are sorry when we don’t speak up when others are being put down or ridiculed because of their sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, language, religion, socio-economic status, or abilities.
Two: We are sorry when we try to make people who are different from us conform to our way of doing things in order to belong.
One: We are sorry when we only whisper our support for others because we are afraid of what standing in solidarity might cost us.
Two: We extinguish this candle, grieving the ways in which exclusion and prejudice continue to diminish the marvellous diversity of God.

Extinguish fourth purple candle

Two: Let us sing of God’s mercy.

Sung Response: MV 68 “Kyrie Eleison” (in Greek and English)

Words of Assurance: 
Friends, hear the Good News: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. We are a forgiven people.  Thanks be to God.

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time): “Colourful Diversity”

Hymn: TLUS 23 “For Everyone Born”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Prayer for Illumination 
Loving God, as we listen again to the stories of our faith tradition, pour out the power of your Spirit so that your wisdom may take root in our lives and show us the ways through the wildernesses of life.  Amen.

Scripture: Matthew 14: 13-21

Prayer Psalm 139 (NRSVUE)

Solo
“I SEE THE LOVE OF GOD” By David Ouchterlony

Message: “A Shared Table”

Hymn - MV 78 “God Weeps”

 God Supports and Lifts Us

Pastoral Prayer and Prayer of Jesus

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
As the draft vision statement prepared by the Affirming Task group reminds us: we seek to be an inclusive and safe community, nurturing spiritual growth, responding to community and world needs, where everyone feels at home and no one feels alone. We are all invited guests of God here. You can help us live out such a radically inclusive love in our community through your contributions, financial and volunteer.  It takes all of us to make this a reality.  If you are able to support us monetarily, there are offering plates available at either entrance or you can donate online by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or sign up through the church office for PAR.  If this is your first donation, please make sure to include your name, address and email address (if available) so we can make sure you get a tax receipt.  Thank you for helping us to live out our ministry in Collingwood and beyond.  With grateful hearts let us pray:

Rainbow God, whose amazing love shines brightly everywhere and all the time, may these gifts help us to be a place of belonging where spiritual growth is nurtured and we are empowered to reach out and respond to the needs of our community.  Amen.

Closing Hymn - VU 595 “We are Pilgrims”

Commissioning (by Murray Pruden)
Let us go as lights into the world to speak the truth and live the truth and be great and humble people, and love one another once again and be the Hope we need in this world:

Benediction (by Murray Pruden) 
Surround yourself in the Spirit, God is with you.
Surround yourself in the Light, God is with you.
Surround yourself in the Wisdom, God is with you.
Surround yourself in the Love, God is with you.
Be Brave. Be Strong. Be Humble. Be God.
Peace be with Us. Amen.

Choral Blessing - “Go Now in Peace” by Don Besig

Music to Inspire our Serving

Affirming Video from Gravenhurst
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