Series: The Harvest is Plentiful
Sermon: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
Primary Text: Matthew 9:35-38 & Acts 16:25-34

Discussion guide:
· Share a characteristic or way about someone you’ve seen that made you think they had something you needed too. i.e. peace, integrity, optimism etc.
· Has anyone ever made such an observation about you?
· What ought to be in the Christian character that causes other people to feel the Christian has something they are missing?
· Read Acts 16:23-25
· Why is it surprising to find Paul and Silas doing what they’re doing in prison?
· Why do you think they were doing this?
· What is the significance of the prisoners listening?
· What is Paul and Silas displaying to them?
· Read Matthew 9:35
· Who did Jesus go to?
· How does Paul and Silas display before the prisoners show us how to go to the people already in our lives?
· How do we show the Gospel in our lives? 
· How do we make this authentic rather than just a show?
· Read Acts 16:26-28
· If you were in Paul and Silas’ situation, what would you take an earthquake that opens your prison doors and causes your chains to drop off as a sign that you should do?
· Why does the jailer go to kill himself?
· Why do you think Paul and Silas stop him?
· How might this be perceived as compassion on Paul and Silas part?
· Why do you think the other prisoners stayed?
· Read Matthew 9:36
· Why might it be difficult for Paul and Silas to feel compassion for their jailer?
· What does this teach us about those whom we might perceive are against us?
· Read Acts 16:29-34
· Why do you think the jailer reacts the way he does?
· What does this show us about how ready he was for the Gospel?
· What does this tell us about what he had overheard from Paul and Silas that night?
· What does this teach us about sharing our faith?
· Read Matthew 9:37-38
· How does Paul and Silas’ act of sacrifice for the jailer lead to more than just the jailer’s salvation?

