
The Final Words of Jesus: 
“Today, you will be with me in paradise.” 
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Who are the thieves on the cross? 
 

1.​ Rebellious. 
 

16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 
17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to 

release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” (Matthew 
27:16-17) 

 
2.​ Ancient Pirates. 

 
3.​ Known Murderers. 

 
4.​ Condemned Thieves.  

​
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he 
said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered 

him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:39-43) 
 
Who is Jesus on the cross? 
 

1.​ Jesus responds with grace.  
 

2.​ Jesus responds with divine power. 
 

3.​ Jesus responds with truth.  
 

God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Romans 5:8) 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Reflections: 
 

1.​ How can you relate to the thieves on the cross? Explain why? 
2.​ How does Jesus’ response to the thieves reveal His character to 

you? 
3.​ How can you practically invite others to experience the paradise 

Jesus promises on the cross? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


