FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 15, 2026

10AM

SAINT MARTIN'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Annapolis, Maryland
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The Holy Spirt gathers
us once again on this
Fourth Sunday in Lent

1 John 1:8

2 Corinthians
13:13-14

PRELUDE Behold the Man - Gertrude Haupt Richolson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor

(Please stand as you are able)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS - Pastor

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us in
your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us
in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
* Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all
goodness and keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate = ELW 722

GREETING - Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.



O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
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Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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This prayer “collects” | PRAYER OF THE DAY - Assisting Minister
the theme of the day. | 3, 4 your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for
us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Please be seated)




This reading is
typically from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
which Jesus often
quoted.

The psalms are prayers
that Jesus used and
cover every mood of

humanity’s relationship
with God and one
another. Psalms are
the hymnbooks of the

children of Israel

THE FIRST LESSON - Lector 1 Samuel 16:1-13

"The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.”  Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.”’
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the
one whom [ name to you.” * Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The el-
ders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said,
“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacri-
fice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. © When they came, he
looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” ? But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him,
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart.” ®* Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.” ? Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has

the Lord chosen this one.” °Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jes-
se, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” '* He sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is
the one.” ¥ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and

the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went
to Ramah. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM - (Sung together) Psalm 23
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"The LORD ! is my shepherd;

[ shall not ! be in want.

?The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures

and leads me be- ! side still waters.

*You restore my ! soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.

*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

*You prepare a table before me in the presence ' of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.

®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ! LORD forever.



This reading bears
witness to the early
church.

We acclaim the living
Word, Jesus Christ,
present in the gospel

reading.

John 6:68

THE SECOND LESSON - Lector Ephesians 5:8-14

¥ Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ? for the fruit
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. '* For it is shameful even
to mention what such people do secretly, " but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, * for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(Please stand as you are able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION & PROCESSION
(The Gospel is read from the icon depicting the text for the day)
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Glo - ry and praise to you, O Lord Je -sus Christ.
THE GOSPEL LESSON - Pastor John 9:1-41

The Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ according to John the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °> As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo-
am” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ® The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and

beg?” ? Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept say-
ing, “I am he.” ' But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '' He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I
went and washed and received my sight.” ' They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
Y They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "> Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” ¢
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs!” And they were divided. '” So they said again
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a proph-
et.” " The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight ' and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see!” *° His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and
that he was born blind, *' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. > Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

*So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”  He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” * They said to him, “What did he do to
you! How did he open your eyes?” *” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not



“Viva Vox,” the Living
Word of God
interpreted. (Romans

10:14-17)

Ancient church
councils adopted the
summary of the
church’s faith in the
Nicene, Apostles” and
Athanasian Creeds.

We pray for ourselves
and particularly on
behalf of others.

(I Timothy 2:1-2; 1
Thessalonians 5:17;
Acts 2:42)

Extending God’s word
of peace to others.

(Romans 16:16;
Matthew 5:23-24)

1 Corinthians 16:1-2
2 Corinthians 9:7-9

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” ** Then they re-
viled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. * We know that God has spoken
to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” ** The man answered, “Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. ** Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. ** If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. **Jesus heard that they had driven him out,
and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ** He answered, “And who is he,
sit? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” *7Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speak-
ing with you is he.” *® He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. * Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *°
Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we!” ' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)

SERMON - Pastor

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779
(Please stand as you are able)
CONFESSION OF FAITH - Assisting Minister The Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - Assisting Minister
To the words “Hear us, O God,” the congregation responds “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - Pastor

THE OFFERING (Please be seated)

We thank you for your generosity and support! We are blessed to return thanks to God through our offerings to support the
work of the Church in the world. Ushers will bring the plates to those worshipping in person this day. For those worshipping
online you may give electronically or by way of US Mail. Your gifts enable our day to day operational budget, our missions,
and the care of those in need. Please visit www.stmartinsannapolis.org/giving or by scanning the QR Code here:



http://www.stmartinsannapolis.org/giving

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 18511921, alt.
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OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY

ANTHEM Lord For Thy Tender Mercy's Sake - Richard Farrant
Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188
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OFFERING PRAYER - Assisting Minister

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sun-

shine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us

into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. Bless these prayer

shawls, that they may comfort with your love and care, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



Before the Lord’s 'THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Pastor (Please stand as you are able)

supper is shared, the

presiding minister leads 0 i !
us into thanksgiving. W' - I - - i
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE - Pastor
It is indeed right our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

The Sanctus is the| THE SANCTUS

hymn of praise that
newer ceases before

Ho - 1y, ho - lyy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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In these words—Jesus W ORDS OF INSTITUTION - Pastor

institutes the
sacrament for the

church

Matthew 26:26-28;
Luke 22:19-20; 1
Corinthians 11:23-26

Jesus teaches his | THE LORD’S PRAYER
disciples to pray.
(Luke 11:2-4; | Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

Matthew 6:9-13) | earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. (Please be seated)




Our invitation to | INVITATION - Pastor

Christ’s Table
(adapted from lona
Community, Scotland)

As John the Baptist
pointed to Jesus, he
said these words.

(John 1:29)

This is Christ’s table. It is a table of love and welcome. It is a table of fellowship with the poor.
It is a table of communion with the earth.
So, come those of you who have great faith and those of you who wish you had more.
Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus, and those of you who have failed.
Come, those of you who depend on this sacrament for your life, and those of you for whom it is a

new and strange thing. These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come!

THE AGNUS DEI
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sin  of the world; grant us peace. A - men.

***Blue Communion Cards- Please remember to fill in a blue communion card each week. You
can hand your blue communion cards to an usher as you come up for communion.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION - At the Lord’s Table we share in the gift of Jesus’ body and blood.

Please bring an empty glass from the head of the aisle to receive wine from a pouring cup. Grape juice is available in the prefilled
glasses near the empty ones. If you need a glutenfree option for bread, please indicate that to the person with bread. Peel away
communion kits are also available for any who so desire. Blessings will be given to those not yet communing.

COMMUNION HYMNS Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death ELW 452
O God of Mercy, God of Light ELW 714




Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
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I A - wake,O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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SO learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir -it’s u - ni-ty the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all.

with kind and gen - tle  hearts for - give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
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Text: E Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



O God of Mercy, God of Light
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5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there

give help as though to you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

Music: JUST ASTAM, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
all those who live in you.




A personal blessing
from God in the name

of the Triune God.
(Numbers 6:24-26)

On our way rejoicing.
(Colossians 3:16;
Philippians 4:4)

We go forth to bless
the world

Luke 7:50;
Romans 10:12-13

POST COMMUNION PRAYER - Pastor (Please stand as you are able)

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - Assisting Minister
Let us pray.

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,

and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become

Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION - Pastor
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

*+ bless you now and always. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN Be Thou My Vision

DISMISSAL - Assisting Minister

Go in peace. Believe the Good News.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Amazing Grace

All hymns, liturgies, and images are reprinted with
permission:
ONE LICENSE, License #A-734042
AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES, Annual License #23533
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- Robert |. Hughes



Be Thou My Vision

Q ||D ) |
4 R ™ — I  A— I I | |
(o Yt 2| | | I I —— | | | =
& | | | | o & & e
1
1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
0 |
b A J— . . . I I
Gobh, ) ] ] e e . o
‘%9_% J J J o ! ; ! o !
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




Help Imagine the Future of St. Martin's

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church is beginning an important season of conversation
about the future of our ministry and campus. As we look ahead to the years to come,
we want to listen carefully to the hopes, ideas, and dreams of our  congregation.

You are invited to a Vision and Listening Session where we will begin exploring
possibilities together.

This conversation will be guided by Tom Melzoni, a consultant from Horizons Stewardship, who will help lead us
through a thoughtful discussion about the future of St. Martin’s and how our facilities and resources can support the mis-
sion God is calling us to.

This gathering is the first step in a broader process that may lead toward a campaign in the near future. At this stage, the
focus is on listening, sharing ideas, and imagining what might be possible together.

Everyone in the congregation is encouraged to participate. Your voice and perspective matter as we begin this journey.
We will have two opportunities to attend. Each session will be about 90 minutes.

Date: March 19"

Time(s): 2:00pm-3:30pm OR 6:30pm-8:00pm

Location: Fellowship Hall

Come be part of the conversation as we dream about the future of St. Martin’s.

Midweek Lenten Services (Noon & Evening Opportunities)
Wednesdays: 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25

Noontime Service

We will gather at noon in the sanctuary for a brief prayer service with reflection. Immediately following the ser-
vice, you are invited to bring your own lunch and join us in the Fellowship Hall as we eat together in community.
Evening Meal, Bible Study, and Meditation

Each evening, we will gather in a new way, and you are invited to join us for as much (or as little) as you are able.

Schedule:
6:00 pm — Dinner (A lite dinner will be provided each week by one of our church groups.)

| 6:30 pm — Bible Study (Our Bible study will explore the biblical use of the earthly elements:
W Air, Fire, Water, and Earth.)

1 17:30 pm — Meditative Worship (Following Bible study, we will move into a time of medita-
= tive worship, with prayer stations and guided prayers centered on the element explored that
evening.)

You are welcome to attend any part of the evening, in any week. You do not need to come at the beginning or at-
tend every week. If you can only join us once, that’s wonderful. If you can only come for worship, that’s great too.

We hope you will join us as we ground ourselves together during this Lenten season.




Serving in Worship Today Opportunities This Week
Preacher & Celebrant Pastor Micah Krey Wednesday, March 18, 2026
) e . 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study
Director of Music Ministry |Adedotun Olayemi (Double T)
Media Technician Sara Wetz 12:00 pm Lent Service (Sanctuary)
Assisting Minister Linda Wetz 6:30 pm Lent Service (Sanctuary)
Judy Houston
Communion Assistants Chaplain Paula Thistle Thursday, March 19, 2026
11:30 am Mid-Day Bible Study
Lector Bob Drumm (Double T)
ROS? Ruhf 2:00 pm Visioning Session
Melisa Steffens (Fellowship)
Ushers Glenn and Martha Hollenbeck o i
) 6:30 pm Visioning Session
Sandy Ourisson (Fellowship)
Communion Cleanup Carolynn Goldberg P
Saturday, March 21, 2026
10:00 am Ladies Book Club
i, (Lounge)
*
- ; Sunday, March 22, 2026
Easter Bruncly i P
. o1~ 2 P 8:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
Su “d;l«;‘ 5 A pri H ol h ¥ 10:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
9AM

Join us for fellowship and Easter
brunch between services.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Assist us with planning, by
signing up below.
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH
8AM AND 10AM

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND
NOON AND 7PM

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
NOON AND 7PM

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH
8AM AND 10AM

L \ *EASTER EGG HUNT AND BREAKFAST AT 9AM

|




