Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
March 15, 2026 — Fourth Sunday in Lent
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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell,
and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Custodian: Nic
Swain, Ministry Support: Danielle Huber, Lector: Chad Kopenski; Time with Children: Puppets!;
Ushers: Jim Sillery, Dan Snoddy; Greeter: Karen Beverly; Acolyte: Eliza; Tray Server: Chris
Snoddy; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,
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and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,
and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG

There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)

Refrain
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1 Some - times [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, it you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don't ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and it you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to lend.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from 1 Samuel.

' The Loro said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
| have provided for myself a king among his sons.” * Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me.” And the Loro said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lorp.” ° Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do, and you shall
anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” “ Samuel did what the Loro commanded and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” ° He said, “Peaceably. | have come to sacrifice to the Lorp; sanctify yourselves and
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come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the
Lorp.” " But the Lorp said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because | have rejected him, for the Lorp does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Loro looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lorp chosen this one.” ” Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lorp chosen this one.” '’ Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lorp has not chosen any of these.”
" Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” *” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful
eyes and was handsome. The Loro said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” "’ Then Samuel
took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lorp
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

' The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
’The Loro makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O Loro,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.
 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '’ Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. " Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. "’ For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, " but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, " for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

One does not live by ! bread alone, but by every word that comes from the ! mouth of
God. (Matt. 4:4)
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GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” * Jesus answered, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can
work. ° As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ° When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. ? The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” * Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am he.” '’ But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received
my sight.” ' They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. " Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. ° Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now | see.” '® Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”
And they were divided. ' So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

*The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight '’ and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” “° His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son and that he was born blind, ** but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself” ** His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. ** Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

“So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ”” He answered, “I do not know whether
he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” *° They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’ He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. * We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” ** The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. ** We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. ** Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. ** If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.



** Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” *° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.”

*’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” ** He said, “Lord,
| believe.” And he worshiped him. *° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that
those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” “°Some of the
Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”

! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,
your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
n Il
)" A L | | | | |
7 4 — K ! | ! !
P ) I I | 7] ] |
| 1 7] 7] z
- g &
now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’'d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God,

Hear the cry of those who are hungry;
hungry for justice, and dignity, hungry for freedom, and love.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Hear the cry of those who are alone;

those who grieve a relationship broken by death or human failing,
those who live in the isolation of a hospital room, a prison cell,

a frail body, a confused mind.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Hear the cry of your creation

God, whose breath is life itself,

we pray for a just and caring use of your creation;

a fair sharing of its abundance, an ethical searching of its mysteries.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Hear the cry of those who seek the truth;

those who cannot speak, and those who cannot be heard,
that the light of your Word

may shine in the darkness which overshadows their lives.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Hear the cry of those trampled by racial or religious intolerance,
disoriented by homelessness, defeated by unemployment;

God of justice and compassion stay with us always

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Be with us and comfort us

even when the darkness of the world looms large.

Enlarge our vision of life, and help us to be bold in our hope,
Be with us as we share your word with others

and care for us as we care for those in need.

AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W, Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

pow-er and might, heav-en and
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
Holy God,

our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:




This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
T bless you now and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG What God Ordains Is Good Indeed (ELW 776)
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1 What God or-dains is good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my Ilife, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains i1s good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me
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No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev -er wa - Vver.
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead, Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger'spath, in deep-est need, when death 1in grief shall veil me.
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mor - row and yield to God all sor - row.
hold me, at last in light en - fold me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646—-1682
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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