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Fourth Sunday in Lent
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INTRODUCTION

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the
man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now [ see,” declares the man. In baptism
God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was
anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living
water Christ offers: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world: Gracious God,



C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

*GATHERING SONG “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” ELW #722

1 O Christ, your heart, compassionate,
bore ev'ry human pain.
Its beating was the pulse of God;
its breadth, God's vast domain.
The heart of God, the heart of Christ
combined in perfect rhyme
to write God's love in human deeds,
eternity in time.

2 As once you welcomed those cast down
and healed the sick, the blind,
so may all bruised and broken lives
through us your help still find.
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep
that none may weep alone,
and help us bear another's pain
as though it were our own.

3 O Christ, create new hearts in us
that beat in time with yours,
that, joined by faith with your great heart,
become love's open doors.
We are your body, risen Christ;
our hearts, our hands we yield
that through our life and ministry
your love may be revealed.



4 O Love that made the distant stars,
yet marks the sparrow's fall,
whose arms stretched wide upon a cross
embrace and bear us all:
come, make your church a servant church
that walks your servant ways,
whose deeds of love rise up to you,
a sacrifice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING ELW p. 203
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.
*KYRIE ELW p. 203

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray,
C: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint
us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

CHILDREN’S SERMON
WORD

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came
endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen
successor to Saul.

" The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” * Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer
with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” * Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name
to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of



the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said,
“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the LORD.” ' But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse
called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” '’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” '' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” ' He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes
and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” '* Then
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the
spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out
and went to Ramah.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

' The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

“The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

’You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in
ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.



® Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light,
’ for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '’ Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. '' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '* For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, ' but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '* for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “We Are Turning” ELW p. 205

P: The holy gospel according to John the 9" Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual
blindness to the things of God.

" As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. ° As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. “ The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” ” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '’ But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.” '“ They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

" They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '° Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from



God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?” And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

'“The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight '” and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” *’ His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, ' but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. ** Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *° He answered, “I do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
*“They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ' He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ** We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” * The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. ** Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. * If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

?> Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” “° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” *" He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *” Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may
become blind.” *’ Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” *' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

2 '"T'was grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

S5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and He will come to judge the living and the dead.

ELW #779



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

A: God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered
animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural
disasters. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and
violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and
community organizations who seek goodness and mercy. We pray especially for peace in
the Middle East and Ukraine. Send wisdom to our leaders that they may strive for peace
and justice in all the world. Guard and protect those serving in the armed forces.

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel
unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all
in special need this day. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to
share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding,
celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



A: God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal
journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.

*PEACE

MEAL
OFFERING
(We thank you for your time, talent, and money toward ministry at FELC and beyond.
Please place your money donation in the offering basket at the back of church, or on-line
at https.//felcdecatur.org/give, or by mail.)

OFFERING “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW #334
st. 1-3 & Lent 4
1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry,
in your death we are reborn;
though you die in all of hist'ry,
still you rise with ev'ry morn,
still you rise with ev'ry morn.

2 We remember truth once spoken,
love passed on through act and word;
ev'ry person lost and broken
wears the body of our Lord,
wears the body of our Lord.

3 Christ, you lead and we shall follow,
stumbling though our steps may be;
one with you in joy and sorrow,
we the river, you the sea,
we the river, you the sea.

Lent 4
Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffelcdecatur.org%2Fgive&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0c4614b842ac49c6c00908dce3d774a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638635761788824952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xo7j8loWrM%2FD%2FlPm6nZg6MN96%2BCVEqTvLW1Z4GPBDMI%3D&reserved=0

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast,
that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets

to make known your loving will for all humanity.

The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,

to break bread with the outcast and despised,

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

ELW p. 207



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

C: Amen.

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

C: Amen.

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 208



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

At each worship service FELC celebrates communion around the altar rail using non-
alcoholic sacramental wine so that all present may receive God’s Grace in this
sacrament. If anyone is unable to come to the altar, the Pastor and assistants will bring
the sacrament to you. (If possible, please alert the Pastor or Assistant prior to Worship
service if you want communion at your seat). You are also welcome to pick up a
disposable chalice containing wine or juice at the back of the church. If you are taking
communion at the rail and feel less steady on your feet, feel free to come to the front of
the communion rail rather than walking around toward the back.

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 208

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: God of our salvation,

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING

*BLESSING

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

=+ bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.



2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All Rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress

Lectionary - Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce copies for local use only and this copyright notice appears.

All reprints used by permission© John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, IA 50677
CCLI License # 2368672 | One License #A-734658

Puayoy Requests

Barb Ahlenius, Connie Andrews, Matt Andrews & Family,
Peg Books, Jeanie Dennis, Becky Gauble, Shani Goss,
Esther Gregory, Janice Isaacs, Jan Lawson, Sharon Lindeman,
Marilyn Oftedal, RuthAnn & Don Ruby,

Sebastian (Bass) Smallwood, Mary Ann Stolley,

Ken Stolley, Rick Strine, Rudy Zucker Sr.,

If you'd like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office.
Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request.



Ondicioand

Presiding and Preaching Minister Claire Vail
Assisting Minister Karen Wenger
Slides Bill Fitzgerrel
Organist/Bell Choir Director Rick Strine
Interim Choir Director Milton Scott
Technical Director Mason Oliver
Audio/Visual Abbey Jordan & Audio/Visual Team
Bell Ringer Steve Wenger
Greeter Ken & Carol Broeking
Check-In Bob & Judy Carney
Acolyte Gemma Berry
Communion Aide Carol Tyler
Indoor Plant Watering Jayne Svendsen
Money Counters Karen & Steve Wenger and Carol & Ken Broeking
Flowers Rick Strine

Announcements

e The AMELCA Team served 61 clients on Wednesday, March 11th.

e Book Study meets Monday, March 16" at 12:15pm in the Lounge.

e Church Council meets Monday, March 16" at 6:00pm in the Lounge.

e Mid-week Lent Services are Wednesdays at 12:00pm and a soup supper at
6:00pm followed by Evening Prayer & Homily at 7:00pm.

e Art Workshop is Thursday, March 19™ at 1:00pm.

e We invite you to attend the East/Central Conference Assembly at Grace
Church in Champaign (313 S. Prospect) today. The conference is an opportunity
for the area churches to come together for fellowship and do a bit of business.
One of the items of business is to select a voting member from a church in our
Conference to be on Synod Council. This is a perfect way to deepen area
relationships and find ways to serve. ALL ARE WELCOME to attend this
event. Please see Minister Claire for additional details.



Dove Finance Committee meets Thursday, March 19™ at 4pm in the Lounge.
Those who sleep under a quilt, sleep under a blanket of LOVE. Quilters are
sponsoring SonRise on March 22 in honor of National Quilting Day. LWR
quilters are celebrating 80 years of making over 28 million quilts for people
around the world. Thank you, to all of the dedicated FELC quilters.

Please submit your Easter Flower form to the office by Wednesday, March 25"
. Any type of potted plant should be delivered by 10:00am Saturday, April 4%,
Forms for “In Memory of” or “In Honor of” are in the Narthex.
Central/Southern Illinois Synod is looking for a voting member to be on Synod
Council. Molly Berry is the VP of Synod Council and can provide additional
information. Please see Molly if you are interested.

We need a FELC voting member delegate to attend 2026 Synod Assembly
on June 6th. This assembly will be held via zoom rather than in person. Molly
Berry will represent FELC as one of the delegates and we need 1 other person to
volunteer as the 2" FELC voting delegate. “Synod Days” of learning, worship,
and fellowship for East Central Conference will be held October 4, The theme
for the assembly and synod days is “for the work of ministry,” based on
Ephesians 4:1-16.

We need a few more Hosts for MEG! We need a few more hosts to sign up for
our upcoming Meet, Eat & Greet monthly lunches. The church will reimburse
you for your expenses. The Sign-up sheet is on the table by the front door.
Please consider signing up as a Host. Thank you!!

Dove’s Annual Meeting is Thursday, April 23" at 5:00pm at Doherty’s Pub.
2 FELC members are invited to attend. Dinner is provided and Dove will share
updates about the meaningful work their programs have accomplished this past
year. RSVP by April 13 to 217-853-7218 or email rthuff@doveinc.org.

We need additional readers for Palm Sunday and Good Friday. Please see
Minister Claire.
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