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GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME
INTRODUCTION

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born
blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to
see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism
God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

CONEFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit:



Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit
of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives

you life and peace.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all.
And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”

ELW 722 vs. 1,3,4



O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
ANTHEM “I Am the Resurrection” by Kevin Hildebran Chancel Choir
WORD
READINGS

Ephesians 5:8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the
light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ? for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2 For it is shameful even to men-
tion what such people do secretly, !* but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '* for every-
thing that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on you.”

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDRENS TIME Deacon Korra Looschen

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 103
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9% chapter beginning at the 1¢t verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the
things of God.

! As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As long as I am in the world, I
am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” * Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” ' But they kept ask-
ing him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” * They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '°
Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud
on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” ' Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”
And they were divided. '7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” ' The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight ' and asked them,
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2 His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 2 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 2*
So for the second time they called the man who hadsbeen blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God!



We know that this man is a sinner.” 2> He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I
do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” 2 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 26 Then they reviled him, saying, “You
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You
do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 3! We know that God does not listen to sin-
ners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 3 If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” 3 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach
us?” And they drove him out. % Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 3 He
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 3°Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so
that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” ° Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 4! Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Krista Kilgus
Executive Director, Urban Servant Corps
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
PASSING OF THE PEACE

Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
0O God,

maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sun-
shine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We

ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Page 107

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their unending hymn...
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

SHARING OF COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Sal-
vation shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”,
include the promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:
“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Sal-
vation, shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”,
include the promise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will
invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire.

8



The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving
communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We
serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of

wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 112
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Let Us Break Bread” ELW 472
“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465
“Eat This Bread” ELW 472



Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471

|
| °
m ~ e ] q [ | O ~)
o pr 8 ® gttt 2
l.Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees:
2.Let us drink  wine to - geth-er on our knees.
3.Let us praise  God to - geth-er on our knees:

a‘ ﬁv—\
O

i Eiiﬁ.pp

—/9 . : ql J J |
(s> D o H-o i i 1S4 & 1
T 3 S O

let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.\_i
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
/‘_\
; (2 . .
0 7] S . { z 1

I, Ae e =

|

%h .|[) Refirain |
fan M & oo . di ® ®
A\\3Y, = o o " o o |
y H | o o

When [ fall on my knees. with my  face to the ris - ing
, ®
s ®
ok S===c=—==t.
== —
0 — :

L . | =
ANV & & 2 $: & |
) f r r (83

sun. o Lord have mer-cy on me.
—~

)b O |

7o) @ ) =
~— |
BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual

Music: African American spiritual 10 10 and refrain
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As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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Test: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 AS THE GRAINS
Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926 Irregular
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company
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Eat this Bread ELW 472
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Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 Irregular

Text and music @ Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us
for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ's body in the
world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN “Dearest Jesus, At Your Word” ELW 520vs. 1,2,4
SENDING
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
We are blessed to be able to record our Preacher Krista Kilgus, Executive
worship services so that others may en- Director, Urban Servant Corps
Joy W(’)I‘Shlp re.motely. Pl.ease n.ote that Presider The Rev. Garrett Struessel
today’s worship service is audio and
video recorded for online sharing and Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen
archival purposes. ) .
purp Council Members John Gaddis
Bill Campbell
Ushers Holly Keenan
Mike Shiveley
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Reader Char Lemkee
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture
quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Communion Assistants Lewis Geyer 11
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Vicki Shiveley

Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used

by permission. Scripture quotations are from the New

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Choir Director S a]ly C ampbell
Division of Christian Education of the National Council

of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by

permission. Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Pianist/ Organist Gary Elmquist
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by

permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.
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Dearest Jesus, at Your Word

ELW 520
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Text: Tobias Causnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4;
tr. Cathering Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
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