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Joint Worshpi Service at Holy Trinity Lutheran
March 15, 2026, at 11:00 am
Second Sunday of Lent

Pastor Tina Crog

*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     WORSHIP ASSISTANT

*OPENING HYMN		“Restore In Us, O God”   	ELW 328
One License A-700000
1.Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;
   renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.

2.O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your pow’r;
   from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and 
   flow’r.

3.Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy;
   baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy.

4.Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace,
   that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face.

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      PASTOR TINA
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.





God of mercy, you teach us to seek reconciliation before worship and to love beyond what feels fair or deserved. Yet we confess that we cling to resentment, turn away from our neighbors’ needs, and settle for justice that serves only ourselves. We pass by broken relationships and broken systems, forgetting that your love is made visible in homes built, lives restored, and dignity honored. Forgive us, renew us, and turn us outward again, that we may ask, seek, knock, and act for the good of our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news: God does not give up on what God has made. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ✚ and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE	“Hear Our Prayer”		ELW 178
One License A-700000
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord make us whole;
Peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

*GREETING                               PASTOR TINA

*PRAYER OF THE DAY          WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
God of reconciling love, who calls us away from anger and revenge and teaches us to love our neighbors as ourselves: grant us hearts shaped by your mercy, that we may seek peace before conflict, practice generosity beyond what is required, and work for justice that restores dignity and home. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




* PASSING OF THE PEACE WORSHIP ASSISTANT
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

PLEASE SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH A WAVE.
THEN WAVE TO THOSE AT HOME.

*CHILDREN’S MOMENT		PASTOR TINA

*FIRST LESSON: Leviticus 19:9–14              Reader
9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 You shall not strip your vineyard bare or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God.
  11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one another. 12 And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the Lord.
  13 “You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. 14 You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*SECOND LESSON: Nehemiah 1:3-9			Reader
3 [The people] replied, “The remnant there in the province who escaped captivity are in great trouble and shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been destroyed by fire.”
  4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for your servants, the Israelites, confessing the sins of the Israelites, which we have sinned against you. Both I and my family have sinned. 7 We have offended you deeply, failing to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you commanded Moses your servant. 8 Remember the word that you commanded Moses your servant, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place where I have chosen to establish my name.’

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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* THIRD READING: Nehemiah 2:11-18		Pastor Tina
11 So I, [Nehemiah,] came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. 12 Then I got up during the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I took was the animal I rode. 13 I went out by night by the Valley Gate past the Dragon’s Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had been broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but there was no place for the animal I was riding to continue. 15 So I went up by way of the valley by night and inspected the wall. Then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate and so returned. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.
  17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so that we may no longer suffer disgrace.” 18 I told them that the hand of my God had been gracious upon me and also the words that the king had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us start building!” So they committed themselves to the common good.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

*SERMON				     					COURTNEY BROWN
CHIEF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY EAST CENTRAL OHIO       

[bookmark: _Hlk217671981]* HYMN OF THE DAY	“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW 808
One License A-700000
1.Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;
   I’ll tell ev’rybody about you wherever I go;
   you alone are our life and our peace and our love.
   Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

2.Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey.
   May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.
   May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
   Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey.

3. As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,
   to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.
   For you saved me by giving your body and blood.
   As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

4.I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;
   but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my 
   side.
   And with all of the fam’ly you saved by your love,
   we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.



* APOSTLE’S CREED               WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US PROCLAIM OUR FAITH IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                PASTOR TINA
                                                                                        BE SEATED
                                                               PRAYER REQUESTS AND SHARES OF JOY
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community, especially our partners at Habitat for Humanity, and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

*OFFERING                                         WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE MONTHLY MISSION FOR MARCH IS FOR THE “ALTAR GUILD REPAIRS.”
LET US GIVE TO GOD WHAT HE HAS FIRST GIVEN TO US.

*OFFERING MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 	“Create in Me a Clean Heart”	 ELW #188
Public Domain
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away for your presence, and
take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me they joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.
 
* OFFERING PRAYER     WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
Faithful God, you have given us all that we are and all that we have. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust and use them for your work in the world. Form our lives in humility, mercy, and love, that we may bear witness to your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.






* THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION      PASTOR TINA
· The Great Thanksgiving					ELW pg. 144
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
         Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
         It is right to give our thanks and praise.

· Holy, Holy, Holy						ELW pg. 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

· Eucharistic Prayer with Words of Institution 

· Lord’s Prayer							   ELW pg. 145	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

* LAMB OF GOD							              ELW pg.146
        Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
        have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin
        of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away
        the sin of the world; grant us peace.						

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING          PASTOR TINA




*POST COMMUN. HYMN  “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”	ELW 208 vs 3 
One License A-700000
Praise to you, O God of mercy; thanks be to you forever.
Raising high the weak and lowly thanks be to you forever.
Strong is your faithfulness, strong is your love, rememb’ring your covenant of life with us.
Praise to you, O God of mercy; thanks be to you forever.
Raising high the weak and lowly thanks be to you forever.      

*POST COMMUN. PRAYER    PASTOR TINA AND CONGREGATION
God of promise, your law instructs our life. May the meal we just shared shape our lives by your commands and your blessings. Send us out to live with humility, mercy, and trust, bearing witness to your kingdom in the world; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING                   PASTOR TINA

* CLOSING HYMN	“Rise Up, O Saints of God”      ELW 669
One License A-700000
1.Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn;
   Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might 
    BURN.

2.SPEAK OUT, O SAINTS OF GOD! DESPAIR ENGULFS EARTH’S FRAME;
   AS HEIRS OF GOD’S BAPTISMAL GRACE, THE WORD OF HOPE PROCLAIM.


3.RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD! THE KINGDOM’S TASK EMBRACE;
   RE-DRESS SIN’S CRUEL CONSEQUENCE; GIVE JUSTICE LARGER PLACE.

4.GIVE HEED, O SAINTS OF GOD! CREATION CRIES IN PAIN;
    STRETCH FORTH YOUR HAND OF HEALING NOW, WITH LOVE THE WEAK
    SUSTAIN.

5.COMMIT YOUR HEARTS TO SEEK THE PATHS WHICH CHRIST HAS TROD;
    AND, QUICKENED BY THE SPIRIT’S POW’R, RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD.


* DISMISSAL      WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Go in peace. Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		
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