Faith Lutheran Church

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 151, 2026

Introduction

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this
Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was
blind, now | see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes
to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David
was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with
oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily
lives.

Gathering

Gathering Hymn
ELW 614 “There Is a Balm in Gilead”

Confession and Forgiveness
Responses on the screens

Hymn of Praise
ACS 1084 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a - head to
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up - hold me:

es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit- ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:

hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
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O Christ, sur - round me; (0] Christ, sur - round me.
Greeting
Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon & Sunday School



Word

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match
his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with
the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to
the LORD.’ ®Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do, and
you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” 4 Samuel did what
the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He said, “Peaceably. |
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now
before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance
or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for the LORD does not
see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 1° Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” '2He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes
and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the
one.” ¥ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramanh.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
"The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me be- side still waters.
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3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of
light, °for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. " Try to
find out what is pleasing to the Lord. "' Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness; rather, expose them. '?>For it is shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly, '3but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 4 for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness
to the things of God.
' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. # His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °As long as | am in the
world, | am the light of the world.” ° When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, " saying to
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him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. ® The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and

beg?” ° Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '° But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” "' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed
and received my sight.” '? They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I| do not
know.”

3 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. "* Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” ' Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. " So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

'®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '®and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” O His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, " but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ?? His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. “* Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

4 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” °He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though
| was blind, now | see.” ?° They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” ?’ He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” “® Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. ?° We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” *° The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. * Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *° If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.



% Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” *° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me,
so that | may believe in him.” *” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.” *® He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped
him. *° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” “° Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” “1 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon & Silent Reflection

Hymn of the Day
ELW 779 “Amazing Grace”

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Meal

Peace

Offering

“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give
and the heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including
plate giving, text to give (833-686-4752) or through our website.




Offertory Hymn

ACS 1068 “The Earth Adorned in Verdant Robe” VERSES 1 & 3
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Offering Prayer
Holy Communion
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant ws peace.

Distribution Hymn
ELW 793 “Be Thou My Vision”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing
Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB174186.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.



——
Faith Lutheran Church is a community living in God'’s love which embraces and welcomes every person as part of God’s
Beloved Community. We celebrate each person created in God’s image as we strive for justice, peace, and racial equity in our
community and the wider world. We openly welcome and affirm all persons of every race, age, socioeconomic class, culture,
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical and mental ability, marital and family status, background, and
experience. We seek to live as a community of God’s people that values each person’s voice, gifts, and full participation in all
areas of the congregation’s life and worship. We embrace the work of the Holy Spirit moving in and through us as we care for
the earth and all of God’s people.

FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of
acceptance and inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships
and an advocate for social justice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Presiding Rev. John C. Norquist

Organist/ Pianist Stephen V. Hibbard

Reader Aaron Gresch

Communion Assistant Aaron Gresch

Cup Deacons Kinnunen’s

Sunday School Instructor(s) Joyce Caldwell

Greeter Kinnunen’s

Ushers

Communion Set-up Dottie Dorr, Linda O’Leary & Cory Schoofs
Live Stream The Schoofs Family

March Mission of the Month: Reformation Lutheran Church

Easter Lily: Make sure to place your order today for your lily! Lilies cost
$10 and the deadline to place your order is TODAY Sunday March 15,
Order box is in the narthex or in the education center. See Dottie Dorr
for more information.

Bulletins: You might have noticed a change in the bulletin and amount
printed. Any thoughts? Have suggestions on a new format? See Tom.



Unbelievable!

This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalem
in a struggle to understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind.
This miraculous healing is so unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’
understanding, that they reject it altogether, even accusing the man of lying. Their
quest for a certainty that feels familiar forces them to reject the miracle in front of
them and closes them off to a greater truth—that the Messiah has come in Christ
Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a
mystery. Mystery in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses
our understanding, as in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the
sacraments. We know them as true, but not how or why they are so. Mysteries
transcend the world of certainty, and our efforts to possess certainty, like those of
the religious leaders in John 9, can cut us off from something miraculous
happening right in front of us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our
pursuit of certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to
the way things are? How often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard
power and keep others on the outside looking in? Certainty is the enemy of
community because it rejects the very notion that God may be doing a new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “I don’t know,”
“Maybe,” and “What if . . . ?” It asks us to let go of our need to control and
understand, and to trust God’s promises more than our evidence. Mystery
requires a posture of humility and curiosity, a willingness to look for God in
inexplicable and unbelievable places and events. After all, we preach Christ
crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23), an unbelievable notion if ever there was one.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
N35 W6621 Wilson Street
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262-377-0960
www.faithlutherancedarburg.com
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