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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Suite No. 3” Johann Sebastian Bach
(11:00) LITURGY FOR THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

(We Stand)

(8:30) THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, the fountain of living
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.

A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through
+ Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” ELW 722
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write God’slove in  hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help us bear an - oth - er’s pain as though it were our own.
that through our life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
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FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'"The LoRb said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” “Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’
®Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the
one whom | name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” °He said,
“Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. *When they came,
he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LorD.” "But the LORD
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks on the heart.” 5Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” °Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ""Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 2He sent
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said,
“Rise and anoint him: for this is the one.” "*Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 23
Scottish Psalter, 1650 Hal H. Hopson
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The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie in pastures green, he leadeth me,
the quiet waters by. R

My soul he doth restore again; and me to walk doth make within the paths of righteousness, E’en for
his own name’s sake. R

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale, yet will | fear none ill; For thou art with me; thine own rod and
staff me comfort still. R

My table thou hast furnished well in presence of my foes; My head thou dost with oil anoint, my cup
overflows. R

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me; In God’s own house forevermore my dwelling
place shall be. R



SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14

80nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—>for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. "°Try to find out what is pleasing to
the Lord. ""Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. "?For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, '*for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper,
awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. ’His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ®Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; nigsht is coming when no one can work. °As
long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” "When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, "saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. ®The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” "°But they kept asking
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and
received my sight.” “They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I| do not know.”

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. "*Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. °Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then |



washed, and now | see.” "*Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight '°and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” ?His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; ?'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ?His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. ZTherefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2430 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ?He answered, “| do not know whether he is a
sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” ®They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” ?®Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” **The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'"We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

% Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.”
% Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord,
| believe.” And he worshiped him. **Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” *°Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said
to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason
SERMON Pastor Jason

(We Stand)



HYMN OF THE DAY ‘Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW 779
(Stanzas 1, 2 — all, Stanza 3 — men, Stanza 4 — women, Stanza 5 — all)
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(8:30) THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Anthem “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” Trevor Manor

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free;
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me.
Underneath me, all around me is the current of thy love;
Leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Spread his praise from shore to shore!
How he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore;
How he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all his own;
how for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of every love the best;
Tis an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a haven sweet of rest.
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! ‘Tis a heaven of heavens to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee.

(We Stand)



OFFERTORY SONG ELW 188
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THE PREFACE
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THE SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion today at the
center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to remain
seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable to
partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Selections from Suites 1, 3, and 4* Johann Sebastian Bach
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, + Christ the Son, who spreads his arms
in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, bless you and bring you to life
everlasting.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“In the Cross of Christ | Glory” ELW 324
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DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” J.G. Werner
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Sunday, March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Lent

God’s Eyes Are Not Our Eyes

One heresy in the early church was called Donatism. The Donatists held
that the sacraments were only efficacious if presided over by priests
who were sinless. It didn’t take the church long to realize that if it held
to this policy there would be no sacraments for anyone. So if the gospel
can be proclaimed through the preaching of a sinner, then we must
allow for the possibility that God’s healing may be accomplished
through extraordinary means. God chooses a boy too young to be taken
seriously to anoint as one chosen to lead Israel. When the prophet
Samuel is sent by God to find the new king who will replace Saul,
Samuel goes through a long line of all Jesse’s tall, strapping,
competent-looking sons of appropriate age. When none of them are
chosen, finally Jesse sends for young David. All of the obvious-to-us
choices were declined in favor of a boy. What we may see as
authoritative, respectable, and trustworthy may not always align with
God. Today’s first reading reminds us that “the Lord does not see as
mortals see” (1 Sam. 16:7).

This theme of sight runs throughout today’s texts, both in terms of how
God does not see as we see and also in Jesus’ healing of a man born
blind. Jesus chooses to heal a blind man on the sabbath with dirt and
saliva, much to the dismay of the good religious people who were
certain they knew better than to display such questionable judgment
and behavior. Lent is a time to reevaluate. Let it also be a time to
examine the ways in which we do not see what God is doing around us
because we too think we know better. Bottom line: God often uses the
unexpected to accomplish redemption.
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The Readings on This Day

Fourth Sunday in Lent

The fourth Sunday in Lent continues the focus on baptism as a key to
the Christian life. During Lent, we remember our own baptism, and we
renew our lives to live more fully in the light of baptismal grace.

John 9:1-41

At least since the fourth century, the church has used the narrative of
the man born blind as a picture of every believer’s baptism, which in
early centuries was commonly called “enlightenment.” Our baptism has
given us the light of Christ, by which we live, and with which we
illumine the darkness in and outside ourselves. Along with the seeing
man, we affirm our Lenten faith, “Lord, I believe.” We too are sent by
baptism to live a new life.

1 Samuel 16:1-13

The boy David was anointed by the prophet and then received the
Spirit of God. In the early church, baptisms usually included an
anointing with oil. So in baptism, we too are anointed, either
metaphorically or literally, and having received the Spirit, we too reign
in God’s kingdom. The title “Christ” means “the anointed one,” and
Christians are those anointed with Jesus Christ to live a transformed
life. This story parallels John 9 as a picture about baptism.

Ephesians 5:8-14

Interrupting our Lenten reading of Romans, the passage from
Ephesians readies us to hear about the man born blind. Christ shines
also on us; we too are to live no longer in darkness, but rather as lights
in the world.
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ALTAR GREENERY is given to the glory of God and in memory of Bob Keener on his birth date
by Kay Keener.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Deon Fink,
Vernon Hester, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary;
(11:00) Alon Cox, Heyward Addy, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper,
and Matt Martin
Cantor: Austin Means
Cellist: Eunice Koh
Greeters: (8:30) Steve and Marian Fowler; (11:00) Gay Clark
Lay Readers: (8:30) Anna Browder; (11:00) Julie Harper
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Danny Able; (11:00) Ed Smith
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ryan Kennedy [C] Jack Kennedy;
(11:00) [A] Henry Jebaily [C] Craig Lunsford

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes
Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
[ 15—5™ Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper
Parlor
6"—8™ Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School
class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!
9"—12" Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.
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