Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2026

10 a.m. Worship
Augustana Lutheran Church
Pastor Amy Kelly
Accompanist Anne Hintz



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(*stand if able)

*OPENING HYMN “Shepherd Me, O God” ELW #780
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*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



“Change My Heart, O God” ELW #801
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of
the Spirit: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the
living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your
healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the
free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,
and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.
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Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By
your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of
our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



CHILDREN’S WORD
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd,;
I shall not be in want.
2The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Open Our Eyes Lord” W&P#113
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GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

John 9:1-41

1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4+ We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ¢ When
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able
to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar



began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He
kept saying, “I am he.” 19 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and
washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. 4 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I
washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 2! but
we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for the
second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 22We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his

will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” 3¢ They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.



35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.”
And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment,
so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become
blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.

P: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Pastor Amy Kelly
HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace” ELW #779
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each petition will end with the words, “Hear us O God”
The congregation responds, “Your mercy is great”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



*OFFERTORY “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW #186
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*OFFERING PRAYER

P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring
forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: People of God, people of life. We gather as a holy communion, for a
meal that has been shared countless times, in countless places, and in
countless ways.

The first times this meal was shared, Jesus was gathered around a table
with a ragged collection of people — outcasts, betrayers,
the power-hungry, the fragile, lonely, lost.

The first time this meal was celebrated, Jesus promised that it was for all
time, that whenever the bread was broken and the wine was poured,
wherever the story was told around a table, he would be there.

Today we remember the story as it’s been told a thousand times over; we
eat the bread, we drink the wine, and we affirm that we belong at this
table and that Jesus is here.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: When Jesus ate with his friends, he took bread and after blessing it he
broke it and gave it to them saying: Take and eat, this is my body given
for you. Do this to remember me.

Then he took the cup, and said take and drink, this cup is poured out for
you and all people for the forgiveness of sin, whenever you drink it,
remember me.

We remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, our hope and our life. We
break the bread and share the cup. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

We commune together following the Lord’s Prayer.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body
in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

*BLESSING

P: May the triune God, who is with you always and loves you through it

all *+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.



*SENDING HYMN “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord”
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Text and music: Paul Baloche, b. 1962

Text and music © 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP



*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

AUGUSTANA’S CALENDAR

Sun 3/15 9:15 a.m. Coffee fellowship
10 a.m. Worship; Coffee Fellowship following
worship
Wed 3/18 6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship @ Zion
Thu 3/19 9 a.m. Piecemakers Quilting
12 p.m. Bible Study
Sun 3/22 9:15 a.m. Coffee fellowship
10 a.m. Worship; March birthday celebration

following worship
*Easter flower orders due*

ONLINE GIVING - The QR Code below can be scanned with your
smartphone to give to Augustana online.

Lenten Series
5:30 Meal; 6:30 Worship
February 25, Hope
March 4, Hope
March 11, Augustana
March 18, Zion
March 25, Zion




