“Remember Why the Good News was Needed”
Galatians 3:15-25
Good Morning Beloved,
· Imagine a lady dies and has two daughters…
· A poor daughter and a wealthy daughter
· In her will… the poor daughter is to receive more money than the wealthy daughter… 
· The document is ratified… and is valid.
· The lady dies.
· The day after the mother’s death… the wealthy daughter loses all her wealth.
· The stocks plummet… and the formerly wealthy daughter now is destitute.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Illustration from Keller] 

· Question:  Would the change in new conditions mean that the will of the mother could be changed?
· And the answer is… of course NOT.
· Once the “last will and testament” has been established… it is valid.
· Today… the Word of God teaches that the promise of God is to save sinners by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
· His Promise is valid in every condition.
· Before there was the law of God there was a promise.
· Yet through the law of God we see why we needed a Savior.



Reading of God’s Word 
15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.
21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,


Preaching God’s Word
1) The Unalterable Promise (vs. 15-18)
a. 15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 
i. The word “covenant” connect with the idea of a “last will and testament” of the mother for the two daughters.
1. Once the “covenant” or “will” is established…. You can’t change it.
ii. Why does that matter to the Galatians then and to us today?
b. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. 
i. Abraham received the promise of God.
1. 430 years later, Moses received the law of God
a. When God gave his promise… did the later revelation of the law change the promise?
i. Paul’s point…. Absolutely NOT!
ii. Why does this matter…Is the way you relate to God based on His promise or on your performance?
1.  Going back to an inheritance.
a. It is based on a promise… it just has to be believed.
b. If it is based on a law… it has to be obeyed.
i. Illustration… 
1. My Uncle Scott wants to meet you and give you $10 million.
2. My Uncle Scott wants to meet you and if you take care of him in his old age… he will give you $10 million.
a. The first is a promise.
b. The second is a law.
2. POINT:  It is promise… the gift is received.  If is is a law… the wage is only paid after the law is obeyed.
iii. Paul is saying that when God made a covenant… a will with Abraham in Genesis.
1. Genesis 13:15 - 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.
2. Genesis 17:8 – 8 -  And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
a. To say it directly… “A covenant or a will cannot be changed, and neither can the promises made to Abraham and to his offspring be changed just because a law has come into the picture.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ESV Study Bible] 

iv. And the argument hangs on a single letter…
c. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. 
i. The single “seed” or “offspring” of Abraham is Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  John Stott helpfully writes, “Paul realized that both the ‘land’ which was promised and the ‘seed’ to whom it was promised were ultimately spiritual. God’s purpose was not just to give the land of Canaan to the Jews, but to give salvation (a spiritual inheritance) to believers who are in Christ. Further, Paul argues, this truth was implicit in the word God used, which was not the plural ‘children’ or ‘descendants’, but the singular ‘seed’ or ‘posterity’, a collective noun referring to Christ and to all those who are in Christ by faith (verse 16). Such was God’s promise. It was free and unconditional. As we might say, there were ‘no strings attached’. There were no works to do, no laws to obey, no merit to establish, no conditions to fulfil. God simply said, ‘I will give you a seed. To your seed I will give the land, and in your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed.’ His promise was like a will, freely giving the inheritance to a future generation. And like a human will, this divine promise is unalterable. It is still in force today, for it has never been rescinded. God does not make promises in order to break them. He has never annulled
or modified His will.”] 

1. So… who is the promise of God for?
a. WLC 31…Q. 31. With whom was the covenant of grace made?
A. The covenant of grace was made with Christ as the second Adam, and in him with all the elect as his seed.
i. POINT:  If you are in Adam… you are a law-breaking sinner.
ii. In you are in the 2nd Adam… Jesus Christ…. You are an heir of the Unalterable promise.
ii. The law is not the way to make yourself and heir.
1. Being in Christ is the only way to have an inheritance in the promise.
a. Ryken – “What God promises in an inheritance, and it is the right of whoever bestows an inheritance to set his own terms.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Ryken, Galatians, 128.] 

d. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
i. Paul makes the same point in Romans 5:15…
1. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.
ii. And here is the awesome… almost unbelievable part…. The way this is phrased (but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.)highlights[footnoteRef:5] [5:  “ἐπαγγελίας κεχάρισται ὁ θεός” - Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), Ga 3:18.] 

1. It is a free gift… and…
2. It has been given for good.
a. So say it another way… 
i. “Every sinner who trusts in Christ crucified for salvation,
ii. Quite apart from any merit or good works,
iii. Receives the blessing of eternal life
iv. And thus inherits the promise of God made to Abraham.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Ryken, Galatians, 128 – quoting John Stott] 

iii. The promises to Abraham are “hyper-exploded” in Christ.
1. Poor illustration… a father says… when you turn 16… I’ll get you something to get around in…
a. As you pass a horse and buggy
b. On your 16th birthday… there is the 1963 Ferrari 250 GTO (which was sold in $70 Million)[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.ferrarilakeforest.com/manufacturer-information/most-expensive-ferraris/ - “In 2018, another Ferrari 250 GTO in silver blue became the most expensive vehicle ever sold at $70.2 million. Never crashed and thus in no need of restoration, the pristine condition of this 1963 GTO combined with its history as the 1964 Tour de France winner to raise its value significantly over the 1963 GTO sold in 2013.”] 

2. The inheritance is far greater than a patch of land… it is life everlasting.
e. Transition:  So what is the point of the law?
2) The Undistracted Guardian (vs. 19-25) 
a. 19 Why then the law?
i. It is a great question… 
1. so if I can get the inheritance… 
2. no matter what… 
a. then what is to stop me from living like the prodigal son who took the father’s money and spent it all in ungodly living (Luke 15)?
ii. Answer…
b.  It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. 
i. Three helpful quotes:
1. Luther – “… the true function and the chief and proper use of the Law is to reveal to man his sin, blindness, misery, wickedness, ignorance, hate and contempt of God, death, hell, judgment, and the well-deserved wrath of God.”
2. Calvin – “The law was given in order to make transgressions obvious and in this way to compel men to acknowledge their guilt.”
3. Andrew Jukes – “Satan would have us prove ourselves holy by the law, which God gave to prove us sinner.”
ii. As Paul will say elsewhere…
1. Rom. 5:20 - 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
c. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.  21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
i. Before the law came…. I was a self-satisfied Pharisee (Rom. 7)…
1. I was both… to draw on the parable of the prodigal sons.
a.  deceiving my self… thinking “I’m a solid guy” (like the older brother)
b. And being devoted to myself… thinking “how can I get what I want” (like the young brother).
2. But the law was so useful.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  WLC Q. 95. Of what use is the moral law to all men?
A. The moral law is of use to all men, to inform them of the holy nature and will of God, and of their duty, binding them to walk accordingly; to convince them of their disability to keep it, and of the sinful pollution of their nature, hearts, and lives: to humble them in the sense of their sin and misery, and thereby help them to a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ, and of the perfection of his obedience.] 

ii. What the law did… is show me… I’m a prisoner (vs. 22)
1. The Three Uses of the Law…
a. Bridle – Shows how life works best
b. Mirror – shows us our sin and reveals Christ
c. Flashlight – shows Christians how to love the LORD.
iii. Here the scriptures are drawing on that 2nd use… the mirror that reveals our sinfulness.
1. And there was no way to wiggle out of it…
a. No “I was hungry… tired… needed a snickers bar” excuse.
i. I’m a sinner…[footnoteRef:9] [9:  “The moral law shows us what we ought to do, and so we learn our inability to do it. In the ceremonial law we seek, by animal sacrifices, to answer for our not having done it, but find dead victims no satisfaction for the sins of living men, and that outward purifying will not cleanse the soul; and that therefore we need an infinitely better Sacrifice, the antitype of all the legal sacrifices. Thus delivered up to the judicial law, we see how awful is the doom we deserve: thus the law at last leads us to Christ, with whom we find righteousness and peace. “Sin, sin! is the word heard again and again in the Old Testament. Had it not there for centuries rung in the ear, and fastened on the conscience, the joyful sound, “grace for grace,” would not have been the watchword of the New Testament.” - 
Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 331–332.] 

1. Yet Christ is my savior.
iv. To understand how desperate it was…
d. 23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,
i. Two illustrations to show that the law is an undistracted guardian.
1. Illustration… were you ever in a class where the goal of the class was distract the teacher… or substitute?
a. If we can get him talking about his vacation… he may forget that we have a quiz today?
ii. The law is like a military guard… a jail keeper… you are under protective custody.
iii. AND you are have a probation officer walking with you every where you go.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  One commentary – “The law was “our” disciplinarian, in Greek the paidagōgos or the slave who was charged with escorting young men to school and back so that they would not get into trouble. Such a figure was needed for a limited period of time only and would not be used once the young charge came of age.”] 

3) Conclusion
a. If you miss this… here is what religion is…[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Keller, Galatians, 72] 

i. Bondage… can’t change…
ii. Self-centered… looking for rewards… and to avoid punishment.
iii. And fear that I will be found out.
b. The good news of the gospel is…
i. There is a move…
1. from confinement to freedom
2. From impersonal rule to a personal relationship
3. From immaturity to maturity
c. That only comes through the PROMISED ONE
i. Jesus Christ is the only one who fulfilled the law in this obedient live…
ii. Jesus Christ is the one who experienced the bruised and beaten place of law-breakers on the cross.
iii. Jesus Christ is the only Savior for sinners.
1. Today is the about God showing us HIS Law which leads us to Christ.
a. So in seeing the bitterness of our sin… we drink of the grace of forgiveness in Christ alone.
d. [bookmark: _GoBack]Nowhere is this more clearly seen and celebrated than at the table of our LORD.
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