
Belonging
Five Keys to Unlocking your Potential as a Disciple



Table Talk

What is a question you have had or 
have now for Jesus … assured by 
our passage today that Jesus is up 
for any questions you might have.



Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

While we still were sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, God promises to heal us and forgive us. Let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another.

For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.



For longing to have what is not ours,
and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

For misuse of human relationships,
and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

For jealousies that divide families and nations,
and for rivalries that create strife and warfare:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God,
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.



For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us 
the power to proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.





General Themes in John

Rebirth/New Creation

Jesus’ Identity as Messiah/Christ

Relationship

Witness

Abundance



Key 2: Wonder



John 4:7-15

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, 
a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our 
father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and 
his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again.[a]The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 
that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204%3A7-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26160a


Details of Note

Jesus initiates a boundary breaking conversation 
“A Samaritan woman came to the week to draw water.” (John 4:7)



Details of Note

A boundary breaking encounter 
“A Samaritan woman came to the week to draw water.” (John 4:7)

Talmudic back-and-forth conversation
“His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some food.” (John 4:8)



Talmudic Tradition

Emphasizes debate, analysis, and deep inquiry 
over immediate, simple answers.



Details of Note

A boundary breaking encounter 
“A Samaritan woman came to the week to draw water.” (John 4:7)

Talmudic back-and-forth conversation
“His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some food.” (John 4:8)

Response rather than answer
“You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, are you?” (John 4:12)



Details of Note

A boundary breaking encounter 
“A Samaritan woman came to the week to draw water.” (John 4:7)

Talmudic back-and-forth conversation
“His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some food.” (John 4:8)

Response rather than answer
“You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, are you?” (John 4:12)

Objective met:  a relationship grows
“A spring of water that bubbles up into eternal life.” (John 4:14)



Wisdom of Ted Lasso

https://youtu.be/3S16b-x5mRA?si=nIR68e5IDzQXVT43

https://youtu.be/3S16b-x5mRA?si=nIR68e5IDzQXVT43

https://youtu.be/3S16b-x5mRA?si=nIR68e5IDzQXVT43
https://youtu.be/3S16b-x5mRA?si=nIR68e5IDzQXVT43


Respond

When and where have you prejudge another or been 
prejudged by another?

What questions of your worthiness does Jesus see through?

When do you feel alone, ashamed, blamed, put in your place?

What do you do when the well is too deep? 

What wonder/curiosity helps sustain you when well runs dry?



Key 2: Wonder

Questions 
and 

Curiosity 
Encouraged!





Prayer Practice

Week 1 – Give Me a Word

Week 2 – Breath Prayer







Lord’s Prayer
And

Dismissal
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