
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
 - Week of March 1, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $    2,646 .85 

Nathaniel White Benevolence Fund ------------ $        400.00

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/01/26: $    3,192.20

 - Week of February 22, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $       883.85 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/22/26: $    1,029.00

 - Week of February 15, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     1,445.68 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/15/26: $    1,591.03

- Week of February 8, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     1,141.91 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/08/26: $    1,287.26

 - Week of February 1, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     2,962.05 

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/01/26: $    3,107.40

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for
church operating expenses EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,700.00
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

Sundays -
9:45 a.m. --------------------------- Sunday School

 10:50 a.m. ------------------------- Morning Service

     6:30 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Wednesdays -
7:00 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Bi-Monthly -
 11:00 a.m. or 3:30 p.m. ------ Ladies Bible Study

                        - 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month

Church Directory
Todd W. White --------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor

Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------- Pianists

Derek Quinnelly -----------------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Shirley White; Berdena Bergman/Debra Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi

Avery; Derek Quinnelly/Larry Byars -------------------------------  Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars ---------------------------------------------------  Outreach

GinaMarie Shufelt --------------------------------- Ladies Bible Study/Flowers

Seth White ------------------------------------------------------------ Sound/Video

Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, Daniel Avery ------------------------ Trustees

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
- Week of March 1, 2025 -

Sunday School --------------------------------------------- 24 

Sunday Morning Service ---------------------------------- 44

Sunday Eve. Service -------------------------------------- 30

Wednesday Eve. Service ------------------------------17

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise

to save you, and thank Him for His salvation. 

DON’T FORGET TO BE HERE TONIGHT

   AS WE CONTINUE TO STUDY -

LISTEN TO -

             ABIDINGRADIO.ORG
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PLAN NOW TO BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO HEAR 

MISSIONARY DANIEL CHARLAND AS HE SPEAKS ON -

The Founding Fathers & Christianity: 

A Model for America Today

An enlightening, educational living history presentation in 18th

Century, period clothing featuring the Flintlock Musket & Rifle

just in time for America’s 250th Birthday Celebration!

NEXT Sunday, March 15, 2026 at 10:50 AM

Join us for a discussion about living history reenacting at 9:45!

Nursery Provided For Children Through Age 3.
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The
Prayer
Life

by Andrew Murray

I
      

 f conscience is to do its work, and the contrite heart is to

feel its misery, it is necessary that each individual should

mention his sin by name. The confession must be severely

personal. In a meeting of ministers there is probably no single sin

which each one of us ought to acknowledge with deeper shame

-'Guilty, verily guilty' - than the sin of prayerlessness.

What is it, then, that makes prayerlessness such a great sin? At

first it is looked upon merely as a weakness. There is so much talk

about lack of time and all sorts of distractions that the deep guilt

of the situation is not recognized. Let it be our honest desire that,

for the future, the sin of prayerlessness may be to us truly sinful.

Consider -

1. What a Reproach it Is to God
There is the holy and most glorious God who invites us to

come to him, to hold converse with him, to ask from him such

things as we need, and to experience what a blessing there is in

fellowship with him. He has created him we might find our highest

glory and salvation.

What use do we make of this heavenly privilege? How many

there are who take only five minutes for prayer! They say that they

have no time and that the heart desire for prayer is lacking; they do

not know how to spend half an hour with God! It is not that they

absolutely do not pray; they pray every day - but they have no joy

in prayer, as a token of communion with God which shows that

God is everything to them.

If a friend comes to visit them, they have time, they make time,

even at the cost of sacrifice, for the sake of enjoying converse with

him. Yes, they have time for everything that really interests them,

but no time to practise fellowship with God and delight themselves

in him! They find time for a creature who can be of service to

them; but day after day, month after month passes, and there is no

time to spend one hour with God.

Do not our hearts begin to acknowledge what a dishonour,

what a despite of God this is, that I dare to say I cannot find time

for fellowship with him? If this sin begins to appear plain to us,

shall we not with deep shame cry out: 'Woe is me, for I am

undone, 0 God; be merciful to me, and forgive this awful sin of

prayerlessness.' Consider further - 

2. It Is the Cause of a Deficient Spiritual Life -
It is a proof that, for the most part, our life is still under the

power of 'the flesh'. Prayer is the pulse of life; by it the doctor can

tell what is the condition of the heart. The sin of prayerlessness is

a proof for the ordinary Christian or minister that the life of God

in the soul is in deadly sickness and weakness.

Much is said and many complaints are made about the

feebleness of the Church to fulfill her calling, to exercise an

influence over her members, to deliver them from the power of the

world, and to bring them to a life of holy consecration to God.

Much is also spoken about her indifference to the millions of

heathen whom Christ entrusted to her that she might make known

to them his love and salvation. What is the reason that many

thousands of Christian workers in the world have not a greater

influence? Nothing save this - the prayerlessness of their service.

In the midst of all their zeal in the study and in the work of the

Church, of all their faithfulness in preaching and conversation with

the people, they lack that ceaseless prayer which has attached to it

the sure promise of the Spirit and the power from on high. It is

nothing but the sin of prayerlessness which is the cause of the lack

of a powerful spiritual life!

Regarding the sin of prayerlessness, we’ve looked at: (1) What

a reproach it is to God; (2) It is the cause of a deficient spiritual

life, now let’s consider -  

3. The Dreadful Loss Which the Church

Suffers as a Result of the Prayerlessness of 

the Minister -
It is the business of a minister to train believers up to a life of

prayer; but how can a leader do this if he himself understands little

the art of conversing with God and of receiving from the Holy

Spirit, every day, out of heaven, abundant grace for himself and

for his work? A minister cannot lead a congregation higher than

he is himself. He cannot with enthusiasm point out a way, or

explain a work, in which he is not himself walking or living.

How many thousands of Christians there are who know next

to nothing of the blessedness of prayer fellowship with God! How

many there are who know something of it and long for a further

increase of this knowledge, but in the preaching of the Word they

are not persistently urged to keep on till they obtain the blessing!

The reason is simply and only that the minister understands so

little about the secret of powerful prayer and does not give prayer

the place in his service which, in the nature of the case and in the

will of God, is indispensably necessary. Oh, what a difference we

should notice in our congregations if ministers could be brought

to see in its right light the sin of prayerlessness and were delivered

from it! Once more consider

4. The Impossibility of Preaching the Gospel to

All Men-as We Are Commanded by Christ

to Do - So Long as this Sin Is Not Overcome 

and Cast Out -
Many feel that the great need of missions is the obtaining of

men and women who will give themselves to the Lord to strive in

prayer for the salvation of souls. It has also been said that God is

eager and able to deliver and bless the world he has redeemed, if

his people were but willing, if they were but ready, to cry to him

day and night But how can congregations be brought to that unless

there comes first an entire change in ministers and that they begin

to see that the indispensable thing is not preaching, not pastoral

visitation, not church work, but fellowship with God in prayer till

they are clothed with power from on high?

Oh, that all thought and work and expectation concerning the

kingdom might drive us to the acknowledgement of the sin of

prayerlessness! God help us to root it out! God deliver us from it

through the blood and power of Christ Jesus! God teach every

minister of the Word to see what a glorious place he may occupy

if he first of all is delivered from this root of evils; so that with

courage and joy, in faith and perseverance, he can go on with his

God!

The sin of prayerlessness! The Lord lay the burden of it so

heavy on our hearts that we may not rest till it is taken far from us

through the name and power of Jesus He will make this possible

for us. 

A WITNESS FROM AMERICA

In 1898, there were two members of the Presbytery in New

York who attended the Northfield Conference for the deepening

of the spiritual life. They returned to their work with the fire of a

new enthusiasm. They endeavoured to bring about a revival in the

entire Pres bytery. In a meeting which they held, the chairman was

guided to ask the brethren a question concerning their prayer life:

'Brethren,' said he, 'let us today make confession before God and

each other. It will do us good. Will everyone who spends half an

hour every day with God in connection with his work hold up a

hand?' One hand was held up. He made a further request: 'All who 

thus spend fifteen minutes hold up a hand.' Not half of the hands

were held up. Then he said: 'Prayer, the working power of the

Church of Christ, and half of the workers make hardly any use of

it! All who spend five minutes hold up hands.' All hands went up.

But one man came later with the confession that he was not quite

sure if he spent five minutes in prayer every day. 'It is,' said he, 'a

terrible revelation of how little time I spend with God.' 

The Cause of Prayerlessness
In an elder's prayer meeting, a brother put the question: “What,

then, is the cause of so much prayerlessness? Is it not unbelief?”

The answer was: “Certainly; but then comes the question what

is the cause of that unbelief?” When the disciples asked the Lord

Jesus: “Why could not we cast the devil out?” His answer was:

“Because of your unbelief.” He went further and said: “Howbeit

this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting” (Matt.

17.19-21). If the life is not one of self-denial - of fasting - that is,

letting the world go; of prayer - that is, laying hold of heaven,

faith cannot be exercised. A life lived according to the flesh and

not according to the Spirit - it is in this that we find the origin of

the prayerlessness of which we complain. As we came out of the

meeting a brother said to me: “That is the whole difficulty; we

wish to pray in the Spirit and at the same time walk after the flesh,

and this is impossible.” 

If one is sick and desires healing, it is of prime importance that

the true cause of the sickness be discovered. This is always the

first step toward recovery. If the particular cause is not recognized,

and attention is directed to subordinate causes, or to supposed but

not real causes, healing is out of the question. In like manner, it is

of the utmost importance for us to obtain a correct insight into the

cause of the sad condition of deadness and failure in prayer in the

inner chamber, which should be such a blessed place for us. Let us

seek to realize fully what is the root of this evil.

Scripture teaches us that there are but two conditions possible

for the Christian. One is a walk according to the Spirit, the other

a walk according to “the flesh”. These two powers are in

irreconcilable conflict with each other. So it comes to pass, in the

case of the majority of Christians, that, while we thank God that

they are born again through the Spirit and have received the life of

God - yet their ordinary daily life is not lived according to the

Spirit but according to “the flesh”. Paul writes to the Galatians:

“Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made

perfect by the flesh?” (Gal. 3.3). Their service lay in fleshly

outward performances. They did not understand that where “the

flesh” is permitted to influence their service of God, it soon results

in open sin.

So he mentions not only grave sins as the work of “the flesh”,

such as adultery, murder, drunkenness; but also the more ordinary

sins of daily life - wrath, strife, variance; and he gives the

exhortation: “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust

of the flesh... If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the

Spirit” (Gal. 5.16, 25). The Spirit must be honoured not only as

the author of a new life but also as the leader and director of our

entire walk. Otherwise we are what the apostle calls “carnal”.

The majority of Christians have little understanding of this

matter. They have no real knowledge of the deep sinfulness and

godlessness of that carnal nature which belongs to them and to

which unconsciously they yield. “God... condemned sin in the

flesh” (Rom. 8.3) - in the cross of Christ. “They that are Christ's

have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal.

5.24). “The flesh” cannot be improved or sanctified. 'The carnal

mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God,

neither indeed can be' (Rom. 8.7). There is no means of dealing

with 'the flesh' save as Christ dealt with it, bearing it to the cross.

“Our old man is crucified with him” (Rom. 6.6); so we by faith

also crucify it, and regard and treat it daily as an accursed thing

that finds its rightful place on the accursed cross.

It is saddening to consider how many Christians there are who

seldom think or speak earnestly about the deep and immeasurable

sinfulness of “the flesh” - “In me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth

no good thing” (Rom. 7.18). The man who truly believes this may

well cry out: “I see another law in my members ... bringing me

into captivity to the law of sin... O wretched man that I am! who

shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom. 7.23, 24).

Happy is he who can go further and say: “I thank God, through

Jesus Christ our Lord... For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ

Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” (Rom.

7.25; 8.2).               
                               - continued next week



NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
K QATAR, LARGEST FOREIGN FINANCIER OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION IN AMERICA - The following is excerpted from

“Qatar,” Washington Free Beacon, Feb. 20, 2026: 

“Qatar more than tripled its funding of U.S. colleges and

universities between 2024 and 2025 after becoming the largest

foreign financier of higher education in the United States in 2022,

according to Department of Education disclosure records. The

Gulf state increased its funding from $396 million in 2024 to $1.2

billion in 2025 in an unprecedented year-over-year spike, the data

show. The surge coincides with Qatar’s expanded lobbying and

influence-buying efforts, and indicates that it has no plans to trim

its spending on higher education even as Congress has

investigated its role in anti-Israel and anti-Semitic activity on U.S.

campuses. ... Qatar is believed to be one of Hamas’s largest

bankrollers and offered its leaders asylum after the Oct. 7, 2023,

terrorist attacks. ... The Gulf state’s influence operations extend

beyond college campuses to K-12 schools as well, pushing for

‘social justice’ lessons in U.S. classrooms. Suggested lesson plans

include the controversial 2005 Palestinian film Paradise Now,

which tells the story of two Palestinian friends plotting a suicide

bomber attack on Israel and has been criticized for its sympathetic

portrayal of terrorists. Over the past year, Qatar has expanded

those operations to influencers on both the right and left, flying

podcasters, social media figures, lawmakers, and celebrities into

the country for all-expense-paid junkets in an attempt to shore up

its reputation.”

K NEW YORK CITY AND ISLAM - New York City’s first 

Muslim mayor, Zohran Mamdani, took the oath of office on

January 1 with his hand on a Koran and promises of turning New

York into a Marxist heaven. On February 20, a gathering of

Muslims crowded Times Square for the Tarawih prayers

associated with Ramadan. That same day, Mamdani attended the

Al-Khoei Islamic Center in Queens where the Imam chanted, “I

ask Allah to send blessings upon Muhammad and the family of

Muhammad and to make me among those who await you [the

Mahdi], follow you, and support you against your enemies, and

among those who are martyred before you, among the ranks of

your loyal ones. Through your hands comes the relief for the

believers and the killing of the infidels by your sword” (“Mamdani

attends,” World Israel News citing MEMRI TV, Feb. 23, 2026).

K SCHOOL CHOICE EXPLODING IN AMERICA - The 

following important report is excerpted from Ryan Helfenbein,

“School Choice,” Standing for Freedom, Feb. 18, 2026:

“According to a recent op-ed in the Wall Street Journal by

Kimberly Strassel, it would seem that the losses are piling up for

America’s teachers’ unions. After decades of monopolistic control,

the cracks are now showing. ... Back in 1979, the Department of

Education was created as a political payoff to these same unions

that helped to get President Jimmy Carter elected. But today, that

Department of Education under President Trump is working

tirelessly to upend the political monopoly that unions have held

over education policy in America. ... [L]et’s start with the obvious

numbers. The United States spends approximately $15,000 to

$17,000 a year per student--the fifth highest in the developed

world. We allocate 5.56 percent of our GDP to education, more

than most OECD nations. Yet despite this massive investment, our

students are failing at historic rates. The 2024 National

Assessment of Educational Progress showed that 45 percent of

high school seniors scored below basic proficiency in

mathematics, 32 percent can’t read at a basic level, and these are

the worst scores in more than 30 years. ... [A]t the center of this

failure sits the Department of Education, an agency that was never

about improving education in the first place but an agency that

would provide political cover and policy enforcement for the

teachers’ unions. ... But here’s the good news: Parents are finally

fed up with union-run education. School choice participation has

jumped 25 percent in just one year--from 1 million to 1.3 million

students coming out of COVID. Thirty-four states now offer

vouchers, scholarships, or educational savings accounts. Nineteen

have universal choice programs. Homeschooling has exploded,

growing 51 percent--2.5 million students in 2019 to 4.3 million in

2022. Growth continues annually, and this is not a pandemic

hangover--it’s a fundamental shift in how American families think

about education since the ‘great reveal,’ when students had to

show parents what they were learning from home. So what about

teachers’ unions? They’re hemorrhaging power. The Supreme

Court’s Janus decision allows teachers to opt out, producing

steadily declining membership. Their lawfare campaigns are

failing--courts in Idaho, Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, and

West Virginia have all upheld school choice programs. ... we’re

witnessing the collapse of an educational monopoly that has failed

our children for more than 45 years.”

K MARXISM A COMPLETE FAILURE - Marxism has never 

worked, and cannot work, because it is based on a false view of

human nature. Man is a fallen sinner and is selfish by nature. His

character cannot be changed by a revolution. In the end, man is the

same under any economic or social system. Man must be

motivated by personal profit and private ownership of wealth and

property. Thus, wherever Marxist collectivism has been tried, it

has failed and eventually has been replaced by some form of

capitalism. Consider Israel’s kibbutzim. When Jews began

returning to Israel in significant numbers in the early 20th century,

they established kibbutzim, which are communal agricultural

settlements. There were advantages. It allowed the country to be

developed with fewer people by the pooling of manpower and

resources, and it contributed to security, since the settlers were

surrounded by enemies. Many of Israel’s early leaders came from

the kibbutzim, including Moshe Dayan and Golda Meir. But the

kibbutzim were established on a socialist, collectivist principle that

produced failure. By the 1980s, many of the kibbutzim were

bankrupt. Today only a small number of the kibbutzim are fully

collective, and the number is dwindling. They have learned that

most people need a personal profit motive to do their best work.

Omer Moav, former kibbutz member, says, “People respond to

incentives. We are happy to work hard for our own quality of life,

we like our independence. It is all about human nature--and a

socialist system like the kibbutz does not fit human nature” (“The

Rise of the Capitalist Kibbutz,” Financial Times, Jan. 26, 2010).

Most of the kibbutzim now have a differential wage scale,

depending on how much one contributes, and members who work

outside contribute only part of their wages to the collective. Many

members now own their own homes.

K VERMONT DROPS LGBT AFFIRMATION 

REQUIREMENT FOR FOSTER PARENTS - The following is

excerpted from “Vermont drops,” Christianity Daily, Feb. 26,

2026: 

“Vermont officials have updated foster care guidelines to

remove a previous requirement that prospective parents affirm

LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual] ideology. The state has

also reinstated the licenses of families whose certifications were

revoked due to religious objections, resolving several legal

disputes. ... The Vermont Department of Children and Families

has clarified that it will no longer require foster parents to provide

an ‘endorsement or affirmation of specific identities,’ adopt the

‘use of particular vocabulary, prescribed language, or preferred

pronouns related to gender identity, sexual orientation, or gender

expression’ or commit to ‘facilitate medical appointments or

procedures related to gender-affirming care’ as a prerequisite for

obtaining a foster care license. ADF [Alliance Defending

Freedom] represented two Christian couples in the litigation: Brian

and Kaity Wuoti, along with Michael and Rebecca Gantt. Both

families had previously lost their foster care licenses under earlier

standards that mandated applicants be ‘holistically affirming and

supporting’ of a child’s sexual orientation, gender identity and

gender expression. The Wuotis and the Gantts adhere to traditional

Christian teachings regarding marriage and human sexuality. In

response to the settlement, the Wuotis stated: ‘We’re thankful that

common sense won out and that Vermont has changed its policy

to put children’s interests above divisive ideologies. We’re

grateful for one more opportunity to help give children a safe and

loving home.’”

K 12,000 BRITS A YEAR ARRESTED OVER SOCIAL 

MEDIA POSTS - The following is excerpted from “12,000 Brits,”

onlytrustedinfo.com, Apr. 7, 2025: “According to figures

published on Friday, officers make around 12,000 arrests annually

under Section 127 of the Communications Act 2003 and Section

1 of the Malicious Communications Act 1988. These laws

criminalize causing distress by sending messages that are ‘grossly

offensive,’ or by sharing content of an ‘indecent, obscene or

menacing character’ via electronic communications networks. In

2023 alone, officers from 37 police forces made 12,183

arrests--about 33 per day. The Times noted that this marks a 58%

increase from 2019, when 7,734 such arrests were recorded. ... The

statistics have sparked public outcry, with civil liberties groups

accusing authorities of overpolicing the internet and undermining

free speech through the use of ‘vague’ communications laws. The

Times highlighted the case of Maxie Allen and Rosalind Levine,

who were arrested on January 29 after raising concerns in a private

parents’ WhatsApp group about their daughter’s school hiring

process. Six uniformed officers arrived at their home, detained

them in front of their youngest child, and took them to a police

station. The couple was questioned on suspicion of harassment,

malicious communications, and causing a nuisance on school

property after the school alleged they had ‘cast aspersions’ about

the chair of governors. They were fingerprinted, searched, and

locked in a cell for eight hours. ‘It was hard to shake off the sense

that I was living in a police state,’ Allen told the Daily Mail,

adding that the messages contained ‘no offensive language or

threat’ but were simply written in a ‘bit sarcastic’ tone.”

HERE’S THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT

Since we changed our church 

website provider, we’ve been working

on improving and expanding the

various features of it, including our

Media Ministry Library.

As of this writing, we are happy to report that all of our

Pastor’s current preaching through the Bible in our regular church

services are available online. Typically, the morning message will

be posted online during the afternoon of the same day, while the

evening messages will be uploaded the next day. We are also

slowly adding additional recordings of our Pastor preaching verse-

by-verse through various books in the Bible from previous church

services, starting with the Book of Romans. Once it is completely

uploaded, we will continue to add more as time allows.

In addition to our Pastor’s messages, we are adding great

preaching from various pastors and evangelists from the recent and

distant past. Many of these messages are not available anywhere

else online. Included in the list of great preaching are messages

by:

9999 CLIFF PALMER 9999 DR. W. A. CRISWELL

9999 DR. SAM CATHEY 9999 DR. ANGEL MARTINEZ

9999 DR. R. G. LEE 9999 DR. J. HAROLD SMITH

9999 DR. GEORGE GARDINER

and 9999 DR. PHIL STRINGER

To access these recordings, simply go to the church website,

which is:

https://southheightsbaptist.com/

Then, click on the “MEDIA MINISTRY” page. From there,

you can select the preacher you want to listen to, then the

messages you would like that we have of him preaching.

Listening to the Word of God being
taught and preached is a great way
to grow in your spiritual life! Why
not try out our new Media Ministry

page soon!



The Great Falling Away:

How Satan Is Preparing

Mankind For The One-

World Religion Of The

Antichrist

Speaking of the day in which the Lord Jesus Christ will return

to rule and reign on this earth, the Apostle Paul, writing under the

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, warned all believers thusly:

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day

shall not come, except there come a falling away first,

and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition”
- II Thess. 2:3

When you take all of Scripture into account, the basic sequence

of events of the end of time as we know it is this:

1. There will be a great falling away,

2. The Christians of the Church Age will be removed during

what is known to us as The Rapture,

3. The Antichrist will be revealed, then, after 7 years -

4. Christ will return to rule and reign for 1000 years.

Now - What is this great “falling away” that will happen prior

to the revealing of the Antichrist and his one-world government,

his one-world economy, and his one-world religion?

Well, I used to believe and was taught that it meant that there

would be characterized by lots and lots of empty church

buildings.

But I don’t believe that anymore - I am now convinced that the

great falling away prophesied in Scripture is referring to buildings

full of empty people.

In Revelation 3:20, Christ Himself speaks of standing at the

door and knocking - asking to be let back in - to Christianity

during the Laodicean era of church history, which is the time

period we live in right now. Simply put, Christ is outside the

“church”, and, though desirous to be on the inside, only those

individuals who purposely ask Him to come into their lives will

have true fellowship with Him:

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup

with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20).

Notice the use of the first-person singular:

“... if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come

in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

You see, Christ is outside the Church, wanting come in, but He

won’t be welcome by the whole church, just a few. 

“Well, pastor,” you might ask, “how did He get out there?”

The answer is because He was forced out by the people inside.

In the last dispensation of Church History, Christ is outside the

Church wanting in, but He doesn’t get in, except on rare

occasion, and only then on a case-by-case basis. By and large,

though, many of those who name Him as their Saviour, are, by

their very actions and attitudes (some knowingly, others

unknowingly) forcing him out of the Church. 

Of course, this isn’t happening all at once - the process was

started a long time ago and will take some time more to complete.

In the meantime, true, Bible Christianity is and will continue to

disappear from the landscape, replaced with Satan’s counterfeit.

What’s both simultaneously fascinating and heartbreaking about

this is that it is being carried out, not by enemies from the outside,

but by enemies from within Christianity - by those who profess

Christ as Lord and Saviour!

The methods Satan is using to accomplish this transformation

are amazingly simple, yet so very subtle. Over the next few weeks,

I will be writing about them here, but let’s start where it began -

with the changing of what Christians think of when they hear

important terms in their vocabulary.

The late Dr. Walter Martin, whom I had the distinct privilege of

meeting the night before he died, was one of the world’s foremost

authorities on the cults. He often said that one of the

characteristics of the pseudo-Christian cults in attempting to

recruit people from churches is to retain the terms that biblical

Christianity uses, but to redefine them so as to fit into their twisted

theology. The result is that the cultists “SOUND” like Christians,

but they operate using entirely different meanings to the same

words we use, thus luring unsuspecting people into their fold.  

This method has proven to be very effective: people who hear

about “Jesus Christ” in church, upon hearing a cultist invoke His

name, think that the cultist is talking about the same person they

are thinking about....but they’re NOT! The cultist, knowing that

this is what’s happening, manipulates the church member to the

fullest extent, and, more often than we would like to admit, is

successful in leading the unsuspecting prospect out of his church

and into their cult, all because he started out using the same

terminology they use, but with different meanings.

Today, these same methods used by the pseudo-Christian

cultists are being used with frightening success in churches across

the nation - not by out-and-out cultists, but by professing

Christians inside the Church! As one of the evidences that we

truly live in the last paragraph of the last page of the last letter of

church history (see Revelation 1:19, Chapters 2 & 3, and 4:1),

Christians and churches across the world, and especially in

affluent America, are redefining the terms used in the Church. By

changing the definitions of key words and phrases like “worship”,

“Christ-centered”,  “praise”, “spirit–filled”, and others like them,

mankind is unknowingly being prepared by Satan himself for the

one-world religion of the Antichrist that will take over

immediately following the Rapture of the Christians of the Church

Age.

The one-world religion that is to come is the antithesis of all

that is real and true about Bible Christianity - it is a counterfeit: a

reverse image of the real and true. In fact, it is so different that,

if placed side by side with true Christianity, the differences would

be glaringly obvious. If Satan were to wait until the Rapture has

occurred to present his counterfeit religion to mankind, it would

be SO radically different that it would, in quite many instances, be

summarily rejected. 

Therefore, he has, instead, opted to use a technique called

“nudging” to slowly - ever so slowly - push Christianity (and

other world religions as well) nearer and nearer toward the image

of his counterfeit. The intent of this process is, that, when the

Antichrist comes on the scene after the Rapture of the Church, the

fundamental elements of this false religion will already be widely

accepted and practiced by millions across the globe. This will

result in a smooth transition into the full-fledged idolatry,

blasphemy, and sacrilege for the Antichrist’s one-world religion. 

One of the first things Satan uses to get control of a church and,

thus, begin this process, is to begin manipulating the music

portion of the services. By taking over the music, he can easily

turn true worship into counterfeit “worship” - all he needs is a

little time. 

Good Bible students know that Satan’s manipulation of music

isn’t new - he was using a counterfeit form of God’s standard for

music in the Garden of Eden, seduced Eve with it, and, thus, got

her to manipulate her husband into disobeying God’s command

(see Ezekiel 28 and Genesis 3). He used it then, and he’s using it

now. The difference should be that, while Eve didn’t understand

this, we can.

An example of this redefining of terms can be found in a very

common word used in churches - WORSHIP. Most Christians

have no idea what biblical worship really is. Baptist Pastor Mark

Mitchell does an excellent job of explaining what true worship is:

“True worship revolves around the Word of God - Jesus said

that the Father is looking for those to worship in Spirit and Truth

(John 4:24). This means our worship is to be guided by the Word

of God and led by the Spirit of God. Jesus also said that the job of

the Holy Ghost is to point you to Christ (John 15:26). The Word

of God is Christ centered and so our worship should be Christ

Centered. Our worship is to be led by the Spirit of God and so our

worship should be toward that very thing that the Holy Ghost is to

point us to. When we fail this we walk away from true worship

(John 4:24).

“Therefore, we can rightly conclude that the Holy Ghost never

points us to a personal worship experience. Because His job is to

point us to Christ and Christ alone. Much like our prayers, our

worship is to be done toward the Father because of Christ and

lead by the Spirit and guided by the Word. True worship is a

complete focus on God and not at all on our selves. When we

begin to be concerned for our own personal experience then we

have lost true worship.

“...when we worship God we are to do so with no concern for

self or personal experience. ...When we free ourselves of ourselves

and love our One True and Living God with this freedom concept,

then the church begins true worship that Glorifies God (John

17:20-26).”

Now - contrast that with what is going on in churches today,

and you get an idea of what I am talking about: an experience

focused on how we feel, how we see things, how we relate to God

and His work in our lives. Instead of focusing on the glory and

awesomeness of HIM, we’re taught to focus on self. 

The one-world religion of the Antichrist will have, as it’s

centerpiece, something they will call “worship”. Unfortunately,

instead of true, biblical worship, it will be an activity that results

in a feeling, whereas biblical worship is an attitude that results in

a closer communion with God through the guidance of the Holy

Spirit through the Word. Now, in order to get mankind to think

that the counterfeit definition of worship - that it is something we

enter in to, something we feel, something we experience - is

correct, Satan has to get those who are involved in worship to

redefine it to mean that. But it can’t happen too fast, or people will

resist and reject this false definition. 

Enter in the “nudgers” - those who slowly “nudge” the church

away from true, biblical worship - towards the substitute definition

- one inch at a time. The nudgers like to open a church service

with catchy phrases like “Welcome to Worship!”, “Something

GOOD Is Going To Happen To YOU!”, etc., nudging the people

towards the idea that worship is something they “do” - something

they “experience”. On one very famous church’s website, the man

leading “worship” in a “contemporary” service is quoted as

saying, with regard to that type of service, that their purpose is:

"...to lead people in a vibrant worship experience that is not

diffused by issues of style.” He also said, “It's not about

contemporary music - it's about creating a spirit of worship".

So, they’re redefining “worship” to mean “MUSIC” - to those

who are nudging Christendom towards the one-world religion of

the Tribulation, worship is something we feel through the music.

In fact, they admit that they are creating a spirit of worship!  This,

of course, isn’t true, biblical worship, but that’s not what they’re

after - they’re after an feeling-based experience that focuses on

feelings, not on the indwelling Holy Spirit, and certainly not the

Word of God! But, in order to achieve this goal of creating a spirit

of worship, they have to use music that appeals to the flesh,

because the flesh is where we feel things, and old-fashioned

hymns don’t elicit that kind of a response. So, they nudge the

church towards this experience-based religion by blending the

musical styles. The ultimate goal being, of course, to eventually

wean the people totally off of Spirit-filled music and onto flesh-

centered music.

By equating the feelings they get through the flesh (rhythm)

dominated music with the true filling of the Holy Spirit, the

nudgers are not only substituting a feelings-based experience for

true Spirit-filled worship, they are also inoculating people against

truly Spirit-filled music! It’s all so very subtle, and, if you don’t

know what’s happening, you get nudged toward the edge of abyss

with the rest of the herd, never realizing you’re an accomplice in

the compromising with the evil world system Satan operates, all

for the explicit purpose of getting folks ready for the one-world

religion of the Antichrist.                                                   - more next week


