
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
 - Week of January 4, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     1,562.31

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/04/26: $    1,707.66

 - Week of December 28, 2025 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     3,241.13

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/28/25: $    3,386.48

 - Week of December 21, 2025 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     1,524.24

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/21/25: $    1,669.59

 - Week of December 14, 2025 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     2,084.59

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/14/25: $    2,229.24

- Week of December 7, 2025 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $     3,392.72

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $        145.35

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/14/25: $    3,538.07

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for
church operating expenses EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,700.00
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

Sundays -
9:45 a.m. --------------------------- Sunday School

 10:50 a.m. ------------------------- Morning Service

     6:30 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Wednesdays -
7:00 p.m. ------------------------- Evening Service

Bi-Monthly -
 11:00 a.m. or 5:00 p.m. ------ Ladies Bible Study

                        - 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month

Church Directory
Todd W. White --------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor

Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------- Pianists

Derek Quinnelly -----------------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Shirley White; Berdena Bergman/Debra Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi

Avery; Derek Quinnelly/Larry Byars -------------------------------  Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars ---------------------------------------------------  Outreach

GinaMarie Shufelt --------------------------------- Ladies Bible Study/Flowers

Seth White ------------------------------------------------------------ Sound/Video

Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, Daniel Avery ------------------------ Trustees

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
- Week of January 4, 2025 -

Sunday School ---------------------------------------------- 15

Sunday Morning Service --------------------------------- 38

Sunday Eve. Service -------------------------------------- 23

Wednesday Eve. Service ----------------------------- 6

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise

to save you, and thank Him for His salvation. 

DON’T FORGET TO BE HERE TONIGHT

   AS WE CONTINUE TO STUDY -

LISTEN TO -

             ABIDINGRADIO.COM

Volume XXXII  January 11, 2026 Number 2

Dr. W. A. Criswell

Pastor, First Baptist

Church in Dallas

1944-2002

SOUTH HEIGHTS BAPTIST’S WEEKLY

GOD’S CHURCHES IN THE GREAT

TRIBULATION
by Dr. W. A. Criswell

In Matthew 24:21, and in Revelation 7:14, we find the Tribulation mentioned: he- thlipsis he- megale- , “the

tribulation, the great.”

“In the world ye shall have tribulation,” says Christ. But the trials and the sorrows that we know in this life

are not even comparable, not even the beginning, to be mentioned in the same breath with this era, this period of time that shall precede

the ultimate climatic consummation of history.

There is coming, says the Lord God, a time of infinite trial and judgment upon this world. And practically all of the Book of the

Revelation is concerned with that final denouement, that great end period of unprecedented sorrow and tribulation.

Now, the question arises, Shall we go through it? Will the people of God be in it? Or does God take us away before that time of

indescribable judgment and trial is poured out in wrath and fury upon this earth?

I do not believe that God’s churches will go through that awful, awesome, indescribable trial and time of sorrow and judgment. And

the reason for my belief is to be found in these four propositions by which I have summarized the best I know how the teaching of the

Word of God.

The first one is this: God’s people, God’s churches will not go through that period of Tribulation because the structural outline of

the Book of the Apocalypse forbids it.

God gives His own outline of the Revelation in the first chapter and in the nineteenth verse. He commanded John, “Write the things

which thou hast seen.” And John wrote them down: the vision of the incomparable risen, glorified Lord.

Second, “and write the things which are.”

“The things which are” are His churches. Just like now, “the things that are” are the churches that pertain and belong to Jesus. Here

is a church, yonder is one, there is one.

It was just like this in the days of John the seer. There was a church at Ephesus, one at Smyrna. There was one at Pergamos and

another at Thyatira. There was one in Sardis and one in Philadelphia. There was one at Laodicea. So he wrote down the things which

are. And you find that in the second and the third chapters of the book.

Then God said the third, “And write the things which shall be meta tauta” - “Write the things that shall be after

these things,” - after the things of the churches.

So when I come to the fourth chapter of the Apocalypse, I read, “After this I looked, . . . a door, . . . a voice saying, ‘Come up hither,

and I will show thee things which shall be meta tauta’” —after the things of the churches. John faithfully followed that outline given

him by the Lord.

So, when I come to the end of Chapter 3, I come to the end of the churches. There are no more churches. Heretofore, the church of

our Lord has been in the center of the stage, and the messages that Christ has delivered have been to His people. But at the end of the

churches, the church is never mentioned again. It’s never referred to. It’s not seen in this earth. And the next time the church appears

is in the nineteenth chapter of the Revelation when the Lord comes at the end of the Battle of Armageddon in glory and in triumph

and His church, His bride, appears with Him.

How did she get up there? Because at the end of chapter 3 and before the awful day and trial of the Tribulation, God raptured—the 
(continued inside)



old English word for “took away” - God took away His people

from the earth and took her unto Himself. And then the great

judgment and wrath of the Almighty fell upon this world.

Now, that structural outline that you find in the Revelation is the

structural outline you’ll find in all of the Word of God - for the

Scriptures say that His people will not face the judgment. God’s

people are delivered from the wrath and the fury of the judgment

of God.

The only judgment that the churches, that God’s people, shall

ever know is the judgment of reward. Second Corinthians 5:10

says, “For we must all stand at the judgment seat of Christ, that

each one of us may receive the things that [are done] in the body

whether good or bad.” But the great judgment and the wrath of

God upon blasphemy and sin and iniquity and an unbelieving

world, all of that has been assumed and carried for us by our

Saviour on the cross. And the judgments that should have fallen

upon us, fell upon Him. And to those who receive our Lord, the

judgment day is past.

Nothing waits for us but to appear before our Savior to receive

the reward of the good of our life. And that is in keeping with all

of the Scriptures. Revelation and Romans 8:1, “There is therefore

now no condemnation, no judgment, to them who are in Christ

Jesus.” In John 5:24, Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee,

he that heareth my word and believeth on him that sent me shall

have everlasting life and shall not come into judgment, shall not

come into condemnation”—Into the wrath and fury and

tribulation of God—“but is passed out of death into life.”

In the fifth chapter of I Thessalonians, Paul is talking about the

great and dreadful Day of the Lord, which includes this

Tribulation. And as he speaks to that Day of the Lord, he says to

us, “But we are not appointed unto that wrath and judgment of

God, but to attain salvation from it by Jesus Christ our Lord.” Or

as the Lord said in Revelation 3:10, “Because thou hast kept my

word, I also will keep thee from the great hour of trial that shall

come upon the whole world.”

So as we follow the structural outline of the Revelation, we find

the church taken away before that awful day of the wrath and

visitation and fury of God. And what we find in the Revelation,

we find in all of the structural outlines of the Holy Scriptures.

God’s people are delivered from it. The judgment, the wrath, the

fury, the tribulation, the awesome vials and trumpets and seals

wherein God pours out His judgment upon this world, that’s not

for God’s people. They’re taken away before it.

Now, the second reason why it seems to me that the churches of

Christ, God’s people, will not go through that awesome terrible,

indescribable Tribulation is found in the exposition of the apostle

Paul concerning it -

The church at Thessalonica, the children of God, the Christians

at Thessalonica were in great sorrow. They were in trial and

persecution. They thought that they were in that great Day of the

Lord—that the Tribulation had come and they were in it. And they

couldn’t understand, for Paul had taught them that the churches,

God’s children would not go through the Tribulation. But they

were in it, they thought, because of the awful persecution they

were enduring. So they asked Paul about it. And in the second

chapter of 2 Thessalonians, Paul has an exposition on that great

Day of the Lord. In the second verse in my King James Version

it’s called “the day of Christ.” But these manuscripts that follow

the text earlier and exactly say “the day of the Lord.” And the

Day of the Lord is that great final time of the judgment and wrath

of the Almighty that we call the Great Tribulation.

Now, Paul says to these Christians who are suffering, “Don’t

you be shaken in your mind or be deceived or troubled, as to that

day of the Lord, that day of trial is already come and you’re in it."

“For,” he says, “that day will not come, except first there be a

taking away, and the man of sin be revealed, that son of

damnation and perdition, Who opposeth and exalteth himself

above all that is called God or that is worshiped. For the mystery

of iniquity doth already work; only the one that restrains and

prevents now restrains and prevents until he be taken out of the

way.”

But when He shall be taken out of the way, the restrainer, the

preventer, “Then shall that Wicked one be revealed, whom the

Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth and shall destroy

with the brightness of his parousia, with his presence, with his

appearing, with his coming. Him whose coming is after the

working of Satan with all power and signs and wonders, and

with all deceivableness of unrighteousness.” And on and on he

describes that man of sin, that son of perdition called the ultimate

and final Antichrist. 

Paul says that the mystery of iniquity has been working for these

hundreds of years. But he says that great, final, energized kingdom

of Satan and that ultimate and final devil incarnate, the Antichrist,

the man of sin, that he will not be revealed.

And he is revealed at the beginning of this Great Tribulation,

this Day of the Lord. He will not be revealed until the Restrainer

is taken out of the way. “The mystery of iniquity doth work now;

only he that letteth, he that restraineth, restrains until he be

taken out of the way.”

There’s not even an archangel in heaven that stands face to face

to rebuke Satan. Michael, the archangel, dared not rebuke Satan,

but said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” There is no one that can restrain

the ultimate power of Satan but deity, the Holy Spirit of God Who

is in this world, Who is in this church, Who is in God’s people,

Who is in the hearts of the believing Christians.

Paul says that there is coming a time when that Restrainer, God’s

Holy Spirit in God’s people, when that Restrainer will be taken out

of the way. When that Restrainer, the Holy Spirit of God in God’s

people, when He is taken out of the way, “Then shall that wicked

one be revealed, that man of sin, that son of perdition or

damnation, who exalted himself above all that is called God,”

who deceives the world. God allows it because they believe a lie

and had pleasure in it. That is the beginning of the Great

Tribulation, when there is revealed on the world scene this

ultimate Antichrist, this man of sin, this Satan incarnate.

Now, just briefly, to sum up the remainder of the Scriptures,

they will reveal to us as we shall follow them that this man of sin,

this ultimate Antichrist, appears on the world scene as a man of

peace, and as a man unifying all of the diversities and divergences

that divide our nations and our people. He’s going to appear as the

great deliverer. He will reign for seven years. At the end of the

first half of it, at the end of three-and-a-half years, it is going to

appear that he is a deceiver and an imposter. 

The Great Tribulation is the last one-half of that seven-year

period, and you’re going to meet it again and again in the Word of

God. It is called three-and-one-half years. It is called a time, times,

and half a time. It is called time, times, and a dividing of time. It

is called the 42 months. It is called the 1,260 days. You’re going

to meet it again and again.

This is the Antichrist, and when he appears on the world scene

and Satan has him all groomed and prepared, God’s people will be

taken away. But that Antichrist cannot be revealed, will not be

revealed, until first the Holy Spirit of God in God’s people is taken

away. And then shall that Antichrist appear. I think in every

generation Satan has his antichrist prepared, and we’ll never get

beyond one that is candidate for that awesome and awful place.

When you get rid of a Kaiser Bill, you got a Hitler. When you get

rid of a Hitler, you got a Stalin, and when you get rid of a Stalin,

you got a Khrushchev. When you get rid of a Khrushchev, you’ve

got another one coming on the stage of history until finally, the

kingdom of darkness driving hard has its ultimate and final world

tyrant prepared.

When that final denouement comes, God will take His people

out of the world, and the Holy Spirit among God’s children will

be removed from the earth. After that, then unrestrained you will

see the riding of the powers of the kingdom of darkness under

Satan in this earth. Then will come to pass those days of trial and

trouble and sorrow and tribulation such as the world has never

seen. That Antichrist organizes the nations of the world into the

great last battle campaign that ends in the war of Armageddon.

There, one-third of all of the people of the earth are

destroyed—and all of them would be destroyed were it not for the

intervention of Christ Who comes in the midst of the Battle of

Armageddon with His victorious saints.

The intervention of Christ in history saved this world. And the

only thing that saves it now, that restrains it now, is the presence

of God’s people in it. The reason the foundations of the world still

stand, and the reason this world is not destroyed, is because of the

presence in it of God’s people. There is coming a time, says the

apostle Paul, when this restraining, of the presence of the people

of God and the Spirit of God in their souls, will be taken away.

And then shall those awful, awesome, indescribably horrible days

of judgment and of the fury of God fall upon this earth.

Now, the third reason why I do not think that God’s people,

God’s churches, will go through this terrible Tribulation is because

of the types, the illustrations, that are used in the Word of God.

And of the many, I choose one our Saviour said in Luke Chapter

17 - “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days

of the appearing of the coming of the Son of Man.”

Also - “As it was in the days of Lot, even thus shall it be in the

day when the Son of Man is revealed.”

Now, when the Lord destroyed this world in the judgment day

of the Flood, first Enoch was raptured before it, Noah was saved

through it, and the unbelieving wicked people were destroyed in

it - which would be as the Lord uses it here, “As it was”—the type

of it, the figure of it, the simile of it, the picture of it: God’s people

taken out of the world before the judgment comes, the remnant

saved in it. You are going to find out as we study the Revelation,

that there are uncounted thousands of people who turn to the Lord

in the midst of those awful trials and visitations—Noah, who was

saved through it. Then the unbelieving, the blaspheming, the

wicked who were destroyed in it. So the type of the picture is that

God’s people are taken out before it and the remnant are saved

through it.

Now, the second illustration the Lord uses, “As it was in the

days of Lot.” Lot was a compromised, carnal Christian. The Book

says that he vexed his soul with the filthy living of the Sodomites.

But Lot was a child of God, and when the angel said, “Escape!”

Lot demurred. So, the angel took hold of him and snatched him

out before the fire and the brimstone fell upon Sodom. “For,” said

the angel, “I can do nothing until thou be come hither.” As long

as Lot was in Sodom, the judgment could not fall. The fire could

not fall. “First,” said the angel, “I must take thee out. I can do

nothing until thou be come hither.”

So it is with the people of God in this world. That great final

judgment will not come, and the fire and the fury and the wrath of

the Almighty will not fall upon this world until first God’s people

be taken out of it.

Now if both of those men, Enoch and Lot, are very typical of

God’s people in this earth now. 

Enoch - a glorious man who walked with God and was not, for

God took him—Enoch was raptured, he was taken out before the

judgment of the flood came.

Lot - a carnal, compromised Christian vexing his soul with all

of the filthy life of the Sodomites, Lot was taken out also before

the great judgment day of God came.

Glorious Enoch translated, taken out in the fullness of his

spiritual life. Lot, compromised and worldly in the midst of

Sodom, yet also taken out before the judgment of God came. It is

thus before the great day of the Tribulation and the visitation

finally of the wrath of God. All of God’s people—even the

worldly ones—those who have placed their trust in Him, they all

will be taken out before that awful day comes.

That’s why the Bible says, in I Corinthians chapter 3, “We shall

all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”

Second Corinthians 5:10 says, “To receive the things done in

this flesh.” Those of us who have built with gold and silver and

precious stones, when that day of trial shall come, our work shall

stand and we shall receive a reward. But those of us who have

built this life out of wood and hay and stubble, it all will be

burned, yet we ourselves will be saved yet so as by fire, just by the

skin of our teeth. That’s why we can send our treasures and our

inheritance ahead of us - these gold and silver and precious stones.



That’s the work. That’s the stewardship. That’s the godliness of

the child of the Lord. We’re all going to be saved; some of us just

barely, like a man running out of his house naked with nothing.

Some of us are going to have a rich and glorious inheritance in the

Lord. But all of us are going to be saved, raptured, taken away,

before that great and awful visitation of the judgment of God that

is called in the Bible he- thlipsis he- megale-, the Great

Tribulation.

Now, the fourth reason. The first reason was the structural

outline of the Apocalypse, how God made it and how it conforms

to the structural outline of all of the Scriptures.

The second reason was the exposition of Paul in

II Thessalonians that before the man of sin is revealed, first God’s

people—the Holy Spirit in their hearts—God’s people must be

taken away. The great Restrainer of this world must be taken

away. The third reason is that the types and the figures and the

comparisons and the similes and the examples in the Scriptures all

portray that same truth that God’s people—as Enoch and

Lot—must be taken away first before God’s judgment falls.

Now, the fourth and the last reason is this: What is the hope and

the comfort to the Christian as the Bible speaks to its soul? What

are we to look for and to wait for and to yearn for and to hope for?

What are we to look forward to?

Well, there are some who are looking for the man of sin, and the

child of damnation, and the great ultimate Antichrist. There are

others who are looking for the beasts and the false prophet. There

are others who are looking for the great and final Battle of

Armageddon. There are others who are looking for the days of

trial and tribulation.

But you will never in one instance find that in the Word of God.

In the Word of God, in the Holy Scriptures, there is only one thing

that you’ll find the Christian is asked to wait for and to yearn for

and to pray for and to look for. Atypical instance of it is Paul’s

writing in Titus 2:13, “Looking for that blessed hope and the

glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus

Christ.” That is what the Christian is looking for.

We’re not looking for the Tribulation. We’re not looking for

the man of damnation. We’re not looking for the Battle of

Armageddon. We’re not waiting for the beast and the false

prophet and the Antichrist and all of the fury of the judgments

of God. God’s people are looking for their Lord!

Now - anybody that interposes anything between the coming of

the Lord and the fulfillment of that promise is denying and turning

aside from the clear teaching of the Holy Book! He may come any

day, any hour, any moment. He may come at noonday. He may

come at twilight. It may be at midnight. It may be at the dawn of

the morrow.

There is no program, there are no years, there is no Tribulation,

there is no battle, there’s no anything that a man can think of that

could intervene between the coming of our Lord and the fulfilling

of His promise any day, any moment, for we are commanded of

the Lord to live in the imminency of the return of our Saviour.

The apostles lived in the imminency of the coming of Christ, and

we are commanded to live in that same imminency. He will come

without a sign for us. His coming will not be announced, as a thief

in the night to steal away His jewels, the pearl of price He

purchased with His own blood—His people in the earth. He will

come suddenly, miraculously, noiselessly, silently, furtively,

clandestinely. He will come to take His people away just as He

came for Enoch who was translated. Just suddenly, miraculously,

silently, and he was gone.

So it is with the people of the Lord. Any day, any hour, any

moment, the Lord may call for His own. And when He does and

we’re taken away, that is the great signal for the beginning of that

awful time of trial that the Book calls the Great Tribulation. So the

comfort and the hope of God’s people is not for any of these tragic

and awesome things. But what God’s people are to look for and to

yearn for and to hope for and to expect is the appearing of the

great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

The door of the Philadelphian age has closed. In the Laodicean

age in which we now live, the door is closed and Christ is on the

outside [seeking], knocking at the end of “the things that are.” 

But when the door is finally closed in this world, the fourth

chapter of the Revelation begins and a door is opened in heaven.

When it closes here, it opens there.

John, a representative Christian, in type and in symbol, when the

door was opened in heaven John heard the voice as of a trumpet

saying, “Come up hither.” And John, in symbol and in type as a

Christian, through that open door was raptured, was taken up with

his Lord. And then follows those awful days of the visitation of

the judgments of God.

The Lord says we are ambassadors in this world, strangers and

pilgrims in it. Our home is in glory. Before any nation declares

war, first they bring their ambassadors home, and it is thus when

the judgments of God are visited on this evil unbelieving world,

God calls the ambassadors home. ÷

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
‘ 51% OF CHILDREN 8 AND UNDER HAVE MOBILE 

DEVICES - Every church that is not dealing aggressively and

effectively with the issue of the internet and the smartphone is a

church that is on the path of moral destruction. The following is

excerpted from “Even the Future King Discovers Smartphones

Are a Royal Pain for Kids and Parents,” Fox News, Dec. 7, 2025:

“Prince William - one of the most recognizable figures in the

world - recently revealed that keeping smartphones out of the

hands of Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis has

become a ‘tense issue,’ sharing in a recent interview that ‘children

can access too much stuff they don’t need to see online.’ He added

that they instead spend time jumping on the trampoline, playing

sports and trying to learn musical instruments. It’s a reminder that

no matter one’s status or position, every parent today faces the

same challenge: how to protect childhood in the age of constant

connection. ... Interestingly, some of the world’s top tech

leaders--industry titans who helped create the devices and

platforms shaping our digital lives--have also kept them away

from their kids. Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates banned phones at

the dinner table and didn’t allow his children to have their own

until age 14. Apple’s Steve Jobs famously limited his children’s

screen time and denied them unrestricted iPad access. Former

YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki gave her children phones only

under controlled circumstances and took them away on vacations.

Even billionaire entrepreneur Mark Cuban has said his kids live

with strict tech limits. ... Ninety-five percent of teens today have

access to a smartphone, and nearly half say they’re online ‘almost

constantly.’ ... Children are accessing devices at younger ages. A

2025 Common Sense Media report found that 51% of children

aged 8 and younger have a mobile device, spending nearly two

and a half hours a day using screens--and for those aged 5-8, it’s

nearly three and a half hours.”

‘ AI-GENERATED CHRISTIAN ALBUM NO. 1 ON

ITUNES - The album Faithful Soul by Solomon Ray was the No.

1 Christian music album on iTunes in November. The music was

produced by artificial intelligence, and nothing is known about

Solomon Ray, if that is actually his name. The entire project is

artificial. “The guitars, the drums, the vocals, and even the lyrics

were generated entirely by AI.” The music is described as “a

soulful, gospel-centric sound that feels straight out of a big-budget

Nashville studio” (“Forrest Frank sounds alarm on AI Christian

Music,” Crosswalk, Nov. 20, 2025). 

This exposes the emptiness and worldliness of Contemporary

Christian Music. It can be imitated by a mindless robot. We want

holy, sacred music in the churches. We don’t want to be

conformed to the world; we don’t want the stirring of the flesh by

dance rhythms.

‘ NICARAGUA BARS TOURISTS FROM BRINGING 

BIBLES - The following is excerpted from “Nicaragua Bars,”

Christianity Daily, Dec. 16, 2025: 

“Travelers entering Nicaragua are now prohibited from carrying

Bibles, a newly enforced rule that has raised alarm among

religious freedom advocates. According to Christian Solidarity

Worldwide (CSW), warning signs posted at Tica Bus stations in

Costa Rica indicate that items such as Bibles, newspapers,

magazines, books, drones and cameras are forbidden for

passengers, listed alongside typical contraband like sharp tools and

perishable goods. 

... The measure comes amid a multiyear pattern of tightening

control over civic life and religious expression in Nicaragua,

where authorities have shut down thousands of independent

groups and frequently targeted churches and clergy. Since major

demonstrations erupted in April 2018, the government has revoked

the legal registrations of more than 5,000 civil society

organizations, including over 1,300 religious bodies. Media outlets

have also been squeezed. Customs blockades on basic supplies

like ink and paper forced the closure of El Nuevo Diario, once one

of the nation’s leading newspapers, in 2019.”

‘ UN SPENDS $100 MILLION A YEAR AGAINST

ISRAEL - The following is excerpted from, “UN Spends,” World

Israel News, Dec. 24, 2025: 

“Israel’s envoy to the United Nations blasted the international

body this week, accusing the UN of spending roughly $100

million per year to investigate and vilify the State of Israel, and to

fund various activities hostile to the Jewish state. In a video

statement on Monday, Danon teased the release of an analysis of

the proposed 2026 United Nations budget, showing that the UN

has allocated some $100 million for investigations of Israel,

‘incitement’ against Israel, and other programs hostile to the

country. 

... ‘Instead of obsessively dealing with Israel, I would suggest

that the UN invest the money where it is really needed, like

humanitarian crises or in the global fight against terrorism. But

until that happens, we will continue to push back against the

machine of lies and incitement and fight for the truth here, in the

corridors of the UN.’ 

... ‘The UN will also allocate about $80 million this year to

UNRWA [United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine

Refugees in the Near East], an organization that has for years been

a hotbed of terrorism,’ Danon said.”

‘ NEARLY 80,000 JEWS VISITED THE TEMPLE MOUNT 

IN 2025 - The following is excerpted from Israel365News, Jan. 2,

2026: 

“In 2025, 76,448 Jews ascended to the Temple

Mount--Judaism’s holiest site--shattering all previous records.

This represents a 31% increase over 2024 and marks the

continuation of a decade-long surge that has seen Jewish presence

at the site [increase] more than sevenfold since 2015, when only

10,700 Jews made the ascent. ... The transformation extends

beyond mere statistics. What was once the practice of a small,

dedicated group has become a movement spanning Israeli

society.... Jews from every background--ultra-Orthodox to entirely

secular--are reconnecting with the place where two Temples once

stood, where Abraham bound Isaac, where Solomon built his

sanctuary, and where Jewish sovereignty was centered for a

thousand years. 

... During 2025, Jews openly used siddurim—Jewish prayer

books—on the Temple Mount, reclaiming their right to worship

at the site where their ancestors brought offerings and sang psalms.

... The Israeli government, however, continues to impose severe

restrictions on Jewish religious expression at the site. During

2025, 202 Jews received administrative bans from the Temple

Mount following prayer or suspicion of prayer--compared to 109

in 2024, 85 in 2023, and 52 in 2022.”

‘ AI SLOP: MASSIVE AUDIENCES, EMPTY MINDS, BIG 

BUCKS - The following is excerpted from “YouTube shovels AI

slop,” Breitbart, Jan. 1, 2026: 

“Low-quality AI-generated content is saturating YouTube,

generating an estimated $117 million in revenue annually,

according to new research. The study found that more than 20

percent of the videos shown to new users on the platform fall into

the category of low effort posts popularly known as ‘AI slop,’

with many channels posting content aimed at children. The

Guardian reports that a study conducted by video-editing company

Kapwing has revealed that more than 20 percent of the videos

recommended to new YouTube users are ‘AI slop’--low-quality,
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AI-generated content designed to garner views and monetize

attention. 

... Collectively, these AI slop channels have accumulated over

63 billion views and 221 million subscribers, generating

approximately $117 million in yearly revenue. When the

researchers created a new YouTube account, they found that 104

of the first 500 recommended videos were AI slop, while one-third

of the content fell under the ‘brainrot’ category, which includes

both AI slop and other low-quality, attention-grabbing videos. 

... In Spain, nearly half the country’s population--20 million

people--follow trending AI channels. Egypt has 18 million

followers of AI channels, while the United States and Brazil have

14.5 million and 13.5 million followers, respectively. Bandar

Apna Dost, an India-based channel featuring bizarre adventures of

an anthropomorphic monkey and a Hulk-like character, is the

most-viewed channel in the study with 2.4 billion views. Pouty

Frenchie, a Singapore-based channel seemingly targeting children

with its absurd storylines, has amassed 2 billion views.

Meanwhile, Cuentos Facinantes, a U.S.-based channel with

cartoon content aimed at children, has the highest subscriber count

in the study at 6.65 million. 

The AI slop industry is a growing, semi-structured ecosystem of

creators exchanging tips and ideas on platforms like Telegram,

WhatsApp, and Discord to monetize the world’s most powerful

social media platforms using AI tools.”

All for Jesus:
The Revival Legacy of

A.B. Simpson
"Gold-for-iron for Jesus!" 

I
   n the mid-1890's, a call went out to

members of the Christian and Missionary

Alliance to donate their gold watches,

rings, and other gold possessions for foreign missions. In turn, a

gold ring would be replaced by an iron ring, a gold watchcase for

one of gunmetal. The burden of evangelism weighed so intensely

on the hearts of the faithful that thousands of dollars were raised

in this fashion. Who and what could inspire people to surrender

such precious items to win lost souls for Christ?

In the study of Christianity, scholars attempt to identify key

leaders whose commanding presence shaped new movements.

Lutherans look back to Martin Luther, the Reformed to John

Calvin, the Methodists to John Wesley, and the Salvation Army to

William and Catherine Booth. In the late 19th century, among

those who promoted divine healing and missionary evangelism,

few rivaled A. B. Simpson, the founder of the Alliance.

Pastor, missions executive and strategist, prolific author, editor,

hymnwriter, and teacher, A. B. Simpson wore many hats. He

challenged his followers to seek for the "higher life" in Christ and

climb over their denominational walls to join other Christians in

evangelizing the world in the last days.

A DREAMER -
Born into a devout Presbyterian home on Prince Edward

Island, Canada, in 1843, Albert Benjamin Simpson was converted

as a teenager in 1858. Sometime afterward, he felt called to the

ministry and enrolled at Knox College in Toronto. Graduating in

1865, he was ordained and became pastor of Knox Church in

Hamilton, Ontario, the second largest Presbyterian congregation

in Canada, where he served until 1873.

After he entered his second pastorate at the prestigious

Chestnut Street Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky,

Simpson gained inspiration from the ministries of the popular

evangelists Dwight L. Moody, Major D. W. Whittle, and Philip P.

Bliss. 

Although Simpson had refused to support a citywide

evangelistic campaign in Hamilton, his attitude changed and he

helped organize a similar effort in Louisville. Impressed by its

success, he planned other such endeavors. Simpson became so

enthusiastic about evangelism that the restraints of pastoring a

socially affluent church troubled him. In his estimation, one had

to move beyond parish confines to those waiting to hear the gospel

for the first time. In the second verse of his famous missionary

hymn, "The Regions Beyond," he penned:

To the hardest of places He calls me to go,

Not thinking of comfort or ease;

The world may pronounce me a dreamer, a fool,

Enough if the Master I please.

Simpson's struggle grew after the Chestnut Street congregation

decided to construct a new building. Simpson proposed a plain and

functional building that could serve as an evangelistic center. The

church board, however, saw things differently and forged ahead

with erecting an elaborate structure, one that also left the church

with a $50,000 debt. Believing the money had been misspent,

Simpson refused to dedicate it until the debt was paid in full.

When Simpson resigned in 1879, the church was still in debt

and remained undedicated. He would not compromise the proper

use of the Lord's money for social and ecclesiastical

aggrandizement. With his wife Margaret and their children, he left

for the more promising harvest field of New York City and the

Thirteenth Street Presbyterian Church. His vision for reaching the

masses soon proved greater than that of his congregation.

Simpson's spiritual search reached a climax in 1881 that

dramatically changed the direction of his life: He was baptized by

immersion in a Baptist church, resigned his pastorate and the

Presbyterian ministry, and began evangelizing the poor and

unchurched in New York City. He then founded an independent

congregation later known as the Gospel Tabernacle.

To evangelize North America and overseas, Simpson founded

several institutions, among them the Evangelical Missionary

Alliance and the Christian Alliance. In 1897, these merged to

become the Christian and Missionary Alliance. In its early years,

it served as a parachurch association of members from various

denominations. He also established the Missionary Training

Institute (present-day Nyack College)—the first Bible institute of

its kind in America. Students called it "Simpson's matchbox,"

indicating his passion for their being set on fire for the Lord's

work.

Christ's redemptive work for the salvation of humankind

inspired Simpson's all-consuming burden to preach the gospel to

unreached peoples. Without hearing and accepting the good news,

they faced an eternity separated from the light of God's presence.

This theme appears in his hymn, "A Missionary Cry," which

pulsates with the rhythm of a ticking clock:

A hundred thousand souls a day,

Are passing one by one away,

In Christless guilt and gloom.

Without one ray of hope or light,

With future dark as endless night,

They're passing to their doom,

They're passing to their doom.

Simpson also knew the dangers inherent to the quest for

spiritual power. Too easily the desire for power can move ahead

of the higher priority of seeking Christlike character. Words of

caution appear in another of his songs, "Himself":

Once it was the blessing, Now it is the Lord;

Once it was the feeling, Now it is His Word;

Once His gift I wanted, Now, the Giver own;

Once I sought for healing, Now himself alone.

Once it was my working, His it hence shall be;

Once I tried to use Him, Now He uses me;

Once the pow'r I wanted, Now the Mighty One;

Once for self I labored, Now for Him alone.

To promote world evangelism, Simpson began conducting

missions conventions in 1884 and soon crisscrossed the country

speaking at such conferences in local "branches" of the Alliance.

The popularity of these conventions attracted the attention of other

mission leaders and did much to raise the missions consciousness

of believers. The Christian and Missionary Alliance eventually

became a denomination and developed one of the foremost

evangelical mission enterprises.

POWER IN PRAYER -
To conclude that the source of Simpson's revivalist legacy lies

in the institutions he founded or the activities he sponsored would

misjudge him. Always longing to "know [Christ], and the power

of his resurrection" (Philippians 3:10), his sermons and

publications reveal the richness of his prayer life and profound

theological reflection.

He learned the blessings of "stillness" in prayer. As he first

sought to hear the "still, small voice of God," "a pandemonium

of voices reached my ears, a thousand clamoring notes from

without and within, until I could hear nothing but their noise

and din. Some of them were my own voice, some of them were

my own questions, and some of them were my own cares, and

some of them were my very prayers." But God had said, "Be still,

and know that I am God" (Psalm 46:10)

In shutting out "noisy acclamations" and "unspeakable unrest,"

he began to hear deep within his consciousness a small voice that

spoke with "an inexpressible tenderness, power and comfort. As

I listened, it became to me the voice of prayer, and the voice of

wisdom, and the voice of duty. I did not need to think so hard, or

pray so hard, or trust so hard, but that 'still, small voice' of the

Holy Spirit in my heart was God's prayer in my secret soul, was

God's answer to all my questions, was God's life and strength for

soul and body, and became the substance of all knowledge, and

all prayer, and all blessing; for it was the living God himself as

my Life and my All."

Activity could never substitute for prayer: "We cannot go

through life strong and fresh on express trains, with 10 minutes

for lunch. We must have quiet hours, secret places of the Most

High, times of waiting upon the Lord, when we renew our

strength and learn to mount up on wings as eagles, and then

come back, to run and not be weary, and to walk and not faint|.

The best thing about this stillness is that it gives God a chance to

work."

Simpson's poem, "All for Jesus," reflects the depth of his

personal devotion:

How can my heart the world refuse,

Content my earthly all to lose,

That I the better part may choose?

I do it all for Jesus.

How can I meekly suffer wrong,

With patience sweet, and courage strong,

Repeating still my happy song?

I do it all for Jesus.

How can I seek and save the lost,

The souls forlorn and tempest-tossed,

Regarding not the hardest cost?

I do it all for Jesus.
- excerpted from an article by Gary B. McGee


