TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/15/26: $ 1,591.03
- Week of February 8, 2026 -

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/08/26: $ 1,287.26
- Week of February 1, 2026 -

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/01/26: $ 3,107.40
- Week of January 25, 2026 -

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/25/26: $  377.79
- Week of January 11, 2026 -

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/11/26: $ 1,195.82

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for
church operating expenses EACH WEEK,
as a minimum = $ 1,700.00

TITHIN@

DON’T FORGET TO BE HERE TONIGHT
AS WE CONTINUE 10 STUDY -

The Book of =

REVELA

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
- Week of February 15, 2025 -
Sunday School 23
Sunday Morning Service 42
Sunday Eve. Service 28
Wednesday Eve. Service 12
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of February 15, 2026 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $ 1,445.68

Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $ 14535

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your
sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise
to save you, and thank Him for His salvation.

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $ 1,141.91
Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $ 145.35

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $ 296205
Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $ 145.35

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $ 240.00
Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $ 145.35

LISTEN 70 -

ABIDINGRADIO.ORG

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $  1,050.47
Auditorium A/C Replacement Fund ------------ $ 145.35

SOUTH HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH
23 EAST WELLS BOULEVARD

SAPULPA, OKLAHOMA
SOUTHHEIGHTSBAPTIST.COM

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

Sundays -

9:45a.m. Sunday School
10:50 a.m. Morning Service

6:30 p.m. Evening Service
Wednesdays -

7:00 p.m. Evening Service

Bi-Monthly -
11:00 a.m. or 3:30 p.m. ------ Ladies Bible Study
- I'' & 3" Thursday of each month

Church Directory

Todd W. White Pastor
Debra Carlton, Mickie Shatwell Pianists
Derek Quinnelly Greeter
Shirley White; Berdena Bergman/Debra Carlton; Daniel Avery/GiGi
Avery; Derek Quinnelly/Larry Byars -----------=-------me-mecmueeee Teachers
Larry & Mary Byars Outreach
GinaMarie Shufelt Ladies Bible Study/Flowers
Seth White Sound/Video

Larry Byars, Derek Quinnelly, Daniel Avery ------------------------ Trustees

SOUTH HEIGHTS BAPTIST’S WEEKLY

REMINDER

Volume XXXII

February 15, 2026 Number 6

PLAN NOW TO BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO HEAR
MISSIONARY DANIEL CHARLAND AS HE SPEAKS ON -

The Founding Fathers & Christianity:
A Model for America Today

An enlightening, educational living history presentation in 18th
Century, period clothing featuring the Flintlock Musket & Rifle
just in time for America’s 250™ Birthday Celebration!

Sunday, March 15, 2026 at 10:50 AM

Join us for a discussion about living history reenacting at 9:45!

Nursery Provided For Children Through Age 3.



Reasons Why
Baptists Should
Not Observe Lent

very year, like clockwork, Ash Wednesday rolls around
and kicks off the Roman Catholic tradition of Lent - a
six-week-long spectacle of public piety where
everyone puts on their best “mourning over sin”
performance. And, of course, it’s not just the Catholics anymore.
Eastern Orthodox, Anglicans, Lutherans, and Methodists have
kept it alive, while more and more mainline Protestants,
Evangelicals, and even many Baptists have eagerly jumped on the
bandwagon, desperate for a taste of ritualistic virtue-signaling.

Atits core, Lent is about fasting - or at least, that’s what people
claim. Traditionally, it involved abstaining from meat, but
modernity has turned it into an anything-goes buffet of
meaningless self-denial. Give up coffee? Social media?
Chocolate? Sure, why not - because nothing says “spiritual
discipline” like abstaining from caramel macchiatos while posting
about it on Instagram.

Here are a few reasons Christians, especially Baptists, shouldn’t
bother with Lent:

1. Fasting is not corporate or a public spectacle, and
Scripture warns against making it one. Jesus made it clear that
fasting was a private matter between the believer and God. But
Lent is the exact opposite: a public, church-wide, showy season
where everyone is pressured into performing acts of abstinence for
collective approval.

“Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may
appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and
wash thy face; That thou appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly” (Matthew 6:16-18).

But what does mainstream Christianity do? It turns fasting into
a corporate spectacle. Fasting, biblically, is an intensely personal
discipline designed to draw us closer to God. It should not be a
programmed event that churches pressure their members into
observing.

2. Fasting doesn’t earn you favor with God. Many Lent
observers have convinced themselves that their participation
somehow earns them spiritual credit - as if giving up meat or
television is a form of penance. This idea is especially rampant in
Roman Catholicism but has crept into Evangelical circles as well.
Yet, Scripture explicitly refutes the notion that human works
especially ritualistic ones—can turn away God’s wrath.

“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are
Justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace”(Galatians 5:4).

The only way to be right with God is through the finished work
of Christ. Not through some seasonal religious performance.

“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free

indeed” (John 8:36).

3. The modern practice of Lent is completely unbiblical. When
Scripture speaks of fasting, it refers to the intentional denial of
something essential—usually food—for the purpose of drawing
closer to God. Yet Lent has turned this into a trivialized exercise
in selective self-deprivation. Giving up desserts? Skipping
Netflix? That’s not biblical fasting. That’s dieting with a religious
excuse.

Jesus never commanded His disciples to pick a luxury and
abstain from it for six weeks based on the church calendar. True
fasting is meant to direct focus entirely on God, not on some
personal challenge to prove your willpower.

4. Lent is a tradition of men, not a command from God.
Nowhere in Scripture is there a mandate to observe Lent. While
there’s nothing inherently sinful about setting aside specific days
for reflection, the moment it becomes a compulsory ritual—or
worse, a means to gain favor with God—it becomes idolatry.

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8).

Jesus Himself rebuked the Pharisees for prioritizing their
traditions over God’s Word. And yet, many churches today
pressure believers into practicing Lent as though it were a biblical
requirement.

5. Spiritual disciplines should be a lifestyle, not a seasonal
event. Prayer, fasting, and spiritual reflection are not meant to be
confined to a specific season dictated by church tradition. If your
faithfulness to these disciplines is dictated by the turn of the
calendar rather than by the Spirit of God, you might want to
rethink your priorities.

We are called to be steadfast in prayer and devotion at all times.
“Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).

If you need the rhythm of Lent to remind you to pray, fast, or
seek the Lord, then the real problem isn’t what you're giving
up—it’s what you were neglecting the rest of the year.

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 1
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

6. Baptists aren’t Catholics or Protestants, and should have
nothing to do with either. Most modern baptists don’t realize that
their baptist ancestors were not, as a group, affiliated with the
Roman Catholic religion, and did not remove themselves
(“protest”) from it. Similarly, although various individual baptists
were part of Romanism or one of it’s offshoots (protestant
churches), baptists, as a whole, never were. While the Roman
Catholics can not trace a line of popes back to the New Testament
era, our baptist people cannot trace a line of baptist churches all
the way back to that era, either. While we believe that there have

always been New Testament churches in existence since the Day
of Pentecost, and that what those churches believed and practiced
can rightly be called baptistic, they didn’t call themselves
“baptists” until many centuries later.

Thus, Baptists are NOT Protestants, nor Catholics, and should
have nothing to do with their man-made doctrines and practices,
including Lent.

“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord...” (I Cor. 6:17a).

In the end, Lent is little more than a religious placebo—a
man-made tradition dressed up as devotion. If you’re serious about
honoring God, forget about seasonal self-denial and live every day

in submission to Christ. .
- copied

Vance Hawer'’s
Take on

Dr. Vance Havner
1901 - 1986

Vance Havner was born in
Jugtown, North Carolina, in 1901, began preaching at the age of
14, and spent the next 70 years preaching, pastoring, writing, and
speaking in revival services and Bible conferences. How much of
a legend did he become? Billy Graham preached his funeral. Is
that enough of a legend for you?

Havner was probably best known for his “Havner-isms.” These
were pithy, folksy quotes and illustrations that were uniquely him.
Preachers have been using these for decades. As Billy Graham said
in that eulogy:

Of course, we’re going to miss him. Especially those of us who
preach, for his books are on all our shelves and his illustrations are
in our sermons. Someone has said everyone is born an original and
dies a copy. That wasn’t true of Vance Havner. Vance Havner was
born an original and he died an original.

Here are a few quotes from Havner, just to give you the flavor of
the man and his ministry:

(on church): “If things are quiet and undisturbed in your church,
that is not necessarily a good sign. Things are usually pretty quiet
around the sick and the dead and especially in graveyards.”

(on preaching): “You can’t tell it like it is, if you don’t believe
it like it was.”

(on marriage): “Switch two letters in the word ‘united,” and it
reads “untied.”

(on the so-called “social gospel”): “If they had a social gospel
in the days of the prodigal son, somebody would have given him
a bed and a sandwich and he never would have gone home.”

(on science): “Sin has gotten men into more trouble than science
can get him out of.”

(on prayer): “The measure of any Christian is his prayer life.”

(on Christianity): “We have been inoculated with such a mild
form of Christianity that we are immunized against the real thing.”

I myself own two books full of Vance Havner quotes, but recently
I ran across one of his extended quotes that I hadn’t read. So, I
thought I’d offer it as the heart of this post. The quote is entitled
“Our Downfall Is Plotted™:

Every Christian is a contradiction to this old world. He crosses
it at every point. He goes against the grain from beginning to end.
From the day he is born again until the day he goes on to be with
the Lord, he must stand against the current of a world always
going the other way. God expects him to be “beside himself,” “a
fool for Christ’s sake.”

If he allows it, men will tone him down, steal the joy of his
salvation and reduce him to the dreary level of the general
average. If the Devil cannot keep us from being saved, he next
endeavors to make average Christians of us; and in this he usually
succeeds. He tames the holy recklessness of God’s dare-saints
until they sink into the drab pattern of most of us, “faultily
faultless, icily regular, splendidly null.”

The Devil does not mind our joining the church if we behave
like most of those who are already inside. But when a real,
wide-awake Christian breezes along, taking the Gospel seriously,
the Devil grows alarmed and begins plotting his downfall.

What Havner was talking about in that quote was one of his
favorite themes: the idea of the Christian being radically different
(in a good way for God) from the rest of the world. Think about
Havner’s description of the Christian. Such a person: contradicts
this world, crosses it at every point, goes against the grain, stands
against the current, and alarms the Devil to the point where the
Devil begins plotting the person’s downfall.

Tell me, Christian, does that description of how the Christian is
supposed to live describe your life? I mean, seriously, when was
the last time you living out your faith caused you to be looked
upon as “weird” or at least “different”? The fact is, if your
Christianity isn’t frequently setting you at odds with this world,
then you either don’t have the real thing or you aren’t putting it
into practice correctly. Even Jesus said, “Woe unto you when all
men speak well of you” (Luke 6:26). And He certainly knew what
He was talking about, didn’t He? After all, Him living out His
faith got Him not just criticized but also crucified.

Posted on March 6, 2020 by russellmckinney



