



all this. 11 Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going to Assyria. 12 As they go, I will spread over them my net; I will bring them down like birds of the heavens; I will discipline them according to the report made to their congregation.




How should we understand their foreign inanity?






Two interrelated metaphors: “cake” and “dove”






One political result: discipline






-
Ephraim is like an unturned cake (vv. 8-10)







“Ephraim mixes himself with the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned”








“Strangers devour (akal) his strength, and he knows it not; gray hairs (or mold) are sprinkled upon him, and he knows it not.”








“The pride of Israel testifies to his face; yet they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him, for all this.”






-
Ephraim is like a silly dove (vv. 11-12)







“Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going to Assyria.”








“As they go, I will spread over them my net; I will bring them down like birds of the heavens; I will discipline them according to the report made to their congregation.”




What was the result of their unreadiness for healing? 




ESV Hosea 7:13 Woe to them, for they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, for they have rebelled against me! I would redeem them, but they speak lies against me. 14 They do not cry to me from the heart, but they wail upon their beds; for grain and wine they gash themselves; they rebel against me. 15 Although I trained and strengthened their arms, yet they devise evil against me. 16 They return, but not upward; they are like a treacherous bow; their princes shall fall by the sword because of the insolence of their tongue. This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.






“strayed from me…rebelled against me…”







“do not cry, but wail…return, but not upward…”






“speak lies against me…devise evil against me…”


-
Not relying on God manifests politically (“calls/seeks,” vv. 7, 10)


-
Internal (domestic) and external (foreign) politics matter (“devour,” vv. 7, 9)


-
Lack of true knowledge leads to political misaction (“consider/know,” vv. 2, 9) 
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Hosea 6:11-7:16
Review

The Book of Hosea: (1) It is the first book of the minor prophets in the Old Testament (starting on page 751 in the ESV Pew Bible); (2) It recounts the “word of the LORD” to Hosea, a man who served as a prophet in deed and in word; (3) His prophetic ministry was most immediately to the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria), then to the southern kingdom of Judah (Jerusalem); (4) He began his prophetic ministry likely shortly before Jeroboam II died (753 BC) and concluded shortly after Hezekiah began to reign (729 BC).




The Book of Hosea is about the faithlessness of God’s people and his faithfulness to them, illustrated most poignantly through marital (in)fidelity.
  
God’s Contention with Israel—Princes and People, pt. 6
6:11b-7:16




ESV Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land.


What is the “controversy” (contention) God has with Israel?



ESV Hosea 1:2 "…the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD."


ESV Hosea 3:1 “…the children of Israel…turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins."


ESV Hosea 4: 1 There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; 2 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.

How does God’s contention with Israel (4:1-3) relate to 4:4-7:16?



God’s contention with Israel (4:1-3)




Against the priests and people—the religious life of Israel (4:4-5:7)




Against the princes and people—the political life of Israel (5:8-7:16)



God tells Israel to listen up because he has a contention against them, which also includes the princes and the people.


Politically…


-
the princes and the people should expect conflict (5:8-15)



-
the princes and the people should pursue repentance (6:1-11a)



-
the princes and the people should not expect healing…yet (6:11b-7:16)



What did it mean they were unready for healing?





ESV Hosea 6:11 … When I restore the fortunes of my people, 7:1 when I would heal Israel, the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed, and the evil deeds of Samaria; for they deal falsely; the thief breaks in, and the bandits raid outside. 2 But they do not consider that I remember all their evil. Now their deeds surround them; they are before my face.





The LORD wanted to heal them (6:11b-7:1a)






“When I restore the fortunes of my people…”






“…when I would heal Israel…”





But, they only wanted to sin all the more (7:1b-2)





-
The more God pressed them, the more their sin is revealed (7:1b)





-
Their sin is especially seen in deceptive political conduct (7:1c)





-
Their deceptive conduct has affected how they think about God (7:2a)





-
The result of their sin will be unmistakable and unavoidable (7:2b)




How did they demonstrate their unreadiness for healing?



--
through domestic political intrigue (vv. 3-7)





ESV Hosea 7:3 By their evil they make the king glad, and the princes by their treachery. 4 They are all adulterers; they are like a heated oven whose baker ceases to stir the fire, from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened. 5 On the day of our king, the princes became sick with the heat of wine; he stretched out his hand with mockers. 6 For with hearts like an oven they approach their intrigue; all night their anger smolders; in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire. 7 All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour their rulers. All their kings have fallen, and none of them calls upon me.





How should we understand their domestic intrigue?






Two interrelated metaphors: “adulterers” and “oven”






One political result: coup d’état 





Text (7:3-7)






“By their evil they make the king glad, and the princes by their treachery (lying, leanness)” (v. 3)







“They are all adulterers…” (v. 4)
feigning commitment, pursuing betrayal







“Although Hosea has used this metaphor to describe unfaithfulness to Yahweh…here it describes unfaithfulness to committed relationships in the political realm, and/or it conveys the implication that their involvement in political machinations designed to take their future into their own hands implies abandoning trust in Yahweh.” (Goldingay, p. 111)









“…they are like a heated oven…”









“The bake-oven…serves as the basis for the simile that continues through v. 7…. It was a round, domes, beehive structure made from fired clay with floor-level apertures and a large door on top. It usually had a stone floor. A roaring fire was built inside and allowed to burn until the interior was glowing hot. The coals were left, not swept out as with more modern brick ovens. The bread loaves were then pressed onto the oven walls, or laid among the coals.” (Stuart, p. 119)








“…whose baker ceases to stir the fire, from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened.”









“On the day of our king, the princes became sick with the heat of wine; he stretched out his hand with mockers.”









“For with hearts like an oven they approach their intrigue (ambush); all night their anger smolders; in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.”







“All of them are hot as an oven…”







“…and they devour (akal) their rulers. All their kings have fallen, and none of them calls upon me.”





History (c. 753-732 BC)






Zechariah (c. 753 BC), 2 Kings 15:8-12 = 6 mos (15:8)






-
he “did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (15:9)







-
Shallum “conspired against him” and “struck him down and reigned in his place” (15:10) = coup 






Shallum (c. 753 BC), 2 Kings 15:13-16 = 1 mo (15:13)







-
Menahem “came to Samaria” and “struck down Shallum” and “put him to death and reigned in his place” (15:14) = coup







Menahem (c. 752-742 BC), 2 Kings 15:17-22 = 10 yrs (15:17)







-
he “did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (15:18)







-
he “gave Pul [Tiglath-pileser III] silver” to help him “confirm his hold” (15:19)







Pekahiah (c. 742-740 BC), 2 Kings 15:23-26 = 2 yrs (15:23)







-
he “did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (15:24)







-
Pekah “conspired against him with fifty men from Gilead” and “struck him down” and “put him to death and reigned in his place” (15:25) = coup







Pekah (c. 752-732 BC), 2 Kings 15:27-31 = 20 yrs (15:27)






-
he “did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (15:28)







-
Hoshea “made a conspiracy against” him and “struck him down” and “put him to death and reigned in his place” (15:30) = coup




--
through foreign political inanity (vv. 8-12)





ESV Hosea 7:8 Ephraim mixes himself with the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned. 9 Strangers devour his strength, and he knows it not; gray hairs are sprinkled upon him, and he knows it not. 10 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; yet they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him, for 
Hosea’s Ministry


760-715 BC





United Monarchy





931 BC





722 BC





The Exodus





God’s Promise to Abraham





430 yrs





400 yrs





120 yrs yrs





209 yrs yrs








