Shoes that are Ready
Ephesians 6:10-18
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.
Shoes For Your Feet Story (have a shoe rack)
When I was in High School It was Bare Feet (pickers, cows)
When I was in College It was Flip Flops 
Song of Song 7:1a “How beautiful are your feet in sandals”
When I started Hope Extreme and for years it was what I could get for the cheapest
Until this year!!  From my black Friday Shoe Special…
And now I spend all of my blow money on shoes 

But I realize that I am more like a soldier than I have ever been, my shoes are no longer fashion pieces or accessories or cheap but I have to walk on these feet for another 40 years or so…
What the soldier’s shoes meant in biblical times (have a picture of this in AI)
When Paul talks about footwear in Ephesians 6, he’s pointing to the kind of sandals Roman soldiers wore (often called caligae). They weren’t soft, cute sandals. They were more like rugged combat boots:
· Thick soles (multiple layers) to protect from sharp rocks, thorns, and debris
· Studs / hobnails on the bottom for traction — so you could hold your ground
· Straps up the foot/ankle for stability on long marches and in battle
· Built for distance + durability — soldiers marched far before they ever fought!!
So shoes weren’t a fashion detail. They were about:
stability, endurance, readiness, and not losing your footing when things got intense.
If your feet were wrecked, you were basically useless in a fight.
If you slipped, you were vulnerable.
If you couldn’t march, you couldn’t even get to where you were needed.
Here are three common English renderings:
Ephesians 6:15 (ESV): (All Three Verses One Slide)
“and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.”
Ephesians 6:15 (NIV):
“and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.”
Ephesians 6:15 (KJV):
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.

1. Feet are Fitted

The ESV version doesn’t really show up what come up in the other two…
Feet that are fitted are shod.  And since we most likely know the word fitted, lets stay there.  
The shoes are mainly about firm footing (so you don’t slip) and they have to be fitted.
Lloyd-Jones says that having your feet “shod” with this readiness means firmness and balance—the kind of steadiness that keeps a Christian from being knocked down by the devil’s schemes. In other words: this isn’t “cute footwear.” It’s battle traction.
And that is won when your feet are fitted.
I’ve noticed that in the book Acts as we have read through that in our Bible reading plan this year how many times Paul just stands on the Gospel in his testimony.  In his shoes, In his story.  He shares it to crowds, here is the gospel of peace, he shares it to rulers the gospel of peace, he share it to Rome the gospel of peace.  
-Here is who God is (Old Testament)
-Here is who I am
-here is what Christ Did
-Here is who I was and my response to that.  
It was Paul’s fitted story over and over again. It was personal.  It was what the Lord had done.
Over and over again Paul chose to stand firm in the Gospel.
Last week we celebrated in communion as often as you do this…
Standing firm in the finished work of Christ in my life.
I can’t wear your battle shoes, and you can’t wear mine. 
You can’t wear your family shoes, you have to get yourself a pair.
I remember what Christ has done.  
My shoes are fitted and my feet are shod.
2. With The Readiness 
The words that come before the Gospel of Peace are readiness and preparedness.
In the Christian battle with the devil, one of the most important things to have is readiness. Readiness is what keeps the Christian from slipping and falling into the traps of the devil. 
But how does one have readiness?  (example of a roller coaster) (picture of roller coaster)
When Christians arm their feet with the readiness of the gospel of peace, they are preparing and readying themselves to stand firm and plant their feet upon the solid rock of the word of God. It is what allows Christians to proceed confidently in the day of battle, knowing where they stand. 
His point is that the gospel gives a Christian a kind of settled steadiness—peace that stabilizes you so you can resist lies, panic, and spiritual wobbling. 
I’m ready for the battle. Because if your are in a battle, that means you have an enemy.
And you have better be ready to fight.  And your shoes get you there.
· not being easily shaken (emotionally, spiritually, relationally)
· not being easily surprised (you expect spiritual pushback, schemes)
· staying balanced—steady enough to respond with truth and peace instead of reacting with fear or chaos Top of Form
Bottom of Form

Readiness.  If you are not ready that is where discipleship happens.  
Preparation happens in small groups here at Hope Community.  Accountability.
“We are not shod with the gospel… what we are shod with is the readiness of the gospel.” 
3. Of the Gospel of Peace
Shoes make you ready.  (ok not bare feet or flip flops but battle shoes make you ready)
“Let your feet be ready to move with the gospel.” This piece of armor is basically: be prepared, alert, and willing to go—wherever God opens a door—to speak the gospel. 
Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who bring good news, who publishes peace, who bring food news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God Reigns.” 
Of Course that was a picture of Christ but shouldn’t it be us too.
In other words: being ready to give the gospel away is one of the ways God keeps you standing. He also says that telling the gospel strengthens your own grasp of it — “giving the gospel away” helps you experience its power and joy more deeply. 
Your “gospel shoes” aren’t decorative. 
They’re what keep you from becoming stagnant and unprepared.
Lord who do you want me to share the gospel of Peace with today.
Lord how can I make your name and renown famous today.
Lord how can I publish salvation today.
Lord who can to bring to heaven with me?
They make you ready to move toward people with the message of peace.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Catan Story (probably another sermon)
How the Game Works
Working towards points 
How I play the Game Scheming Against my Family
  -Notice their weakness
  -plot against them
  -get them to fight each other
  -small victories don’t matter
  -I will win the war every time.

On the occasional time they have won, they have realized the battle was not against each other, it was against the person with the most points, it is always against me!!


