Pastor’s Message			“All Who Thirst”
Have you ever been thirsty but not sure what you’re thirsty for? Coffee, tea or water are my most common beverages of choice, but there are evenings when the thought of another drink of plain old boring water is just not giving me a happy feeling…
A glass of juice would be nice, so I go to the fridge, only to find an empty shelf where the juice used to be!  Why is the juice always gone?  Oh, that’s right, we live with teenagers!  When I make a pitcher of juice, it’s usually gone within an hour or two.
Not being a big milk drinker unless I’m having trouble sleeping, and not being able to add flavoring packets due to artificial colors and other additives giving me migraines, this leaves me with boring water. Not thrilling and NOT life-giving! (Okay, I know we need water to live, but staying hydrated seems more like work when it isn’t enjoyable.)
So, here I am, drinking plain old boring water… kind of like the woman from [sounds like “sidecar”] Sychar. As the names of many women mentioned in the Bible were not recorded, we don’t know this Samaritan woman’s name, so I propose that we call her Elizabeth (like Elizabeth Taylor who had several husbands…). 
Why is that? Further on in John 4 we discover that this woman by the well had been married five times and was currently living with a man who was not her husband. So, I figured that with the six men she had as life partners, she wasn’t too short from Liz Taylor’s 8 marriages to 7 different men, thus, I will call her Elizabeth…
So getting back to our Gospel lesson, Jesus told “Elizabeth” about the life-giving water which he provides - a water that quenches every thirst one could have!
And, “Elizabeth” said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
We see here that “Liz” didn’t understand how Jesus spoke figuratively quite often, and he wasn’t referring to “physical water” that one takes in by drinking, but instead, he was referring to a “spiritual water” that one takes in by proclaiming Jesus as their Savior.
As their conversation continues however, “Elizabeth” becomes convinced that this man she met at the well of Jacob is at least a prophet, or quite possibly the Messiah! So off she went to tell her friends and neighbors about this amazing man who knew things about her that no one ever told him. She convinced many people from her village that Jesus was from God and when Jesus spent a couple of days with them, many others were convinced of this as well.  What an exciting couple of days for Liz!
Of course, for believers, every day is just as exciting as that first time we came to the knowledge that Liz discovered, right? No? Not every day? Maybe just on the good days when we have everything going our way? Not even then?
When did we lose the wonder and awe of realizing Jesus is our Savior? When did we begin to overlook the fact that Jesus knows all we’ve been through, all we’ve said, done and even thought?  When did that stop being a big deal to us?
For those of us who have grown up in the church, do we realize what it feels like to thirst for salvation?  Those who weren’t raised in the church and are now believers can be helpful in reminding us of the gratitude and contentment they feel when they remember their lives without Jesus.
The community we serve is filled with many people who have not yet encountered the love of Christ.  They have been led to believe life is about making money and getting by. They don’t know the need they have for salvation through Jesus Christ. They just know that no matter how much money they make or spend, there is an emptiness inside of them that they long to fill.
Some try to fill that void with alcohol or illegal drugs, but those lead them farther from the source of wholeness. Some try to fill the void by bouncing from relationship to relationship (like Elizabeth from our Gospel lesson today), but each broken relationship makes them feel even emptier than the last.
It isn’t until we welcome Jesus into our lives that we begin to fill that void in our souls.  It isn’t until we are filled with the Holy Spirit that God’s plan for our lives begins to be revealed.
Isn’t this something we want not just for ourselves, but for our loved ones and neighbors? That’s why I continue to encourage you to be invitational to others in your life who don’t have a church home - so that the joy we share in knowing Christ may be a gift to those who live with the emptiness of this world in their hearts.
I know that each of you are good gift givers, so know that for someone who looks at a church building and thinks to themselves, “they wouldn’t want me in there”, the gift of being invited into a church that is free from judgment is the very best gift to give. Jesus welcomes us all, whether our sins are well known or kept in secret. It is the work of the church to do the same while understanding that everyone is fighting their own great battle.
Some of those battles are in the public eye and others are personal battles that can seem unsurmountable on your own. That is why the invitation to know Jesus is priceless - because we all need to stand with a partner when times get tough - and what better partner could there be than to have our Savior by our side?
Then we will ALL be able to “make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation” as it said in our reading from Psalm 95 today! Let’s not keep our joy in the Lord a secret. Let’s make a joyful noise. Amen.

