· Welcome All (Online)
· Brief Word concerning Iran Situation
· As you’re aware, Isreal and America have begun a military attack on Iran. Thes events involving Iran—and whether this connects to Bible prophecy is always brought up anytime this happens...Now I’m not here to discuss the politics or the situation, but to encourage the church and keep our hearts focused.

We know that passages like Ezekiel 38 speak of “Persia,” which many understand to refer to modern-day Iran, as part of a future coalition against Israel. While we should be careful not to force current events directly into prophecy, moments like these do remind us that God’s Word is unfolding exactly as He said it would.

Jesus told us, “When these things begin to happen, look up…” (Luke 21:28) So we don’t respond with fear or speculation—we respond with faith and trust in our God.
· We pray.
· We stay grounded in truth.
· And we make it our mission to share the gospel with urgency.

Because in a world full of tension and uncertainty, only Jesus Christ gives true and lasting peace

· Prayer 
· Prayer for our men/women soldiers / Ladonna, Esther, the Combs family, Susie (surgery Wednesday)

· Dennis Affirmation


Deadly Sins: Confronting Sins that Quietly Kill the Soul
Pt 5: Hands That Kill the Innocent
Proverbs 6:16–19, Genesis 4:10; Psalm 106:37–38; Matthew 18:6; James 1:27
3/1/26

As we continue in our Deadly Sins series, we have been confronting the sins that quietly destroy the soul. Many of these sins begin internally and quietly...pride in the heart, excess in the flesh, and developing half-truths, that become full on lies.

But today we come to something sobering, because sin never stays in the heart. If left unchecked, it eventually shows up in the hands.
· Proverbs 6:16-19
16 There are six things the Lord hates—no, seven things he detests: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, 18 a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong, 19 a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family.

This is strong language. God doesn’t merely dislike this — He hates, detests it. Why? Because every life bears His image. Every innocent life taken is an assault on the God who gave it.


1. Innocent Blood Has a Voice Before God
· Genesis 4:8-10
“8 One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him. 9 Afterward the Lord asked Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?” “I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my brother’s guardian?” 10 But the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground!

Years ago, forensic investigators developed technology that can detect blood traces even after someone has scrubbed a crime scene clean. A room may look spotless to the human eye, and what looked erased, was never really gone. Under the right light, hidden evidence suddenly becomes visible. 

In the same way, the shedding of innocent blood may be covered, justified, or even forgotten by society, but heaven has perfect light. God told Cain: “Your brother’s blood is crying out to Me.” Here is the sobering truth: a voice may be silenced on earth, but you cannot silence what cries out before God. His justice sees what human eyes miss. His light exposes what darkness tries to hide. And what the world attempts to bury, heaven still hears. No cover-up escapes Him. No injustice is overlooked. The Judge of all the earth still listens and He still responds.

Nothing is ever truly concealed or muted from the Perfect Light of God.


2. God Is Fiercely Protective of the Innocent
· Psalm 106:38
They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters. By sacrificing them to the idols of Canaan, they polluted the land with murder.

If you’ve ever been around a good parent at a playground, you’ve seen this instinct. A child may be playing freely, but the parent’s eyes are always scanning. The moment danger appears, whether a fall, a threat, something unsafe, that parent moves instantly. Why? Because love produces protection.

Multiply that protective instinct infinitely, and you begin to understand the heart of God toward the innocent. What moves God most quickly is not human strength, it is human vulnerability.

God’s heart is fiercely aligned against anything that harms the defenseless. When innocent life is threatened, heaven is not passive, heaven is provoked. Psalm 106 shows us that when innocent blood was shed, God did not merely observe it as a cultural issue; He called it pollution. In other words, the violence done to the innocent does not stay isolated, it contaminates everything around it. Societies may normalize it, excuse it, or ritualize it, but in God’s sight it is still murder, and it still grieves His heart.

This should both sober us and steady us. It sobers us because God takes the protection of innocent life with absolute seriousness. But it steadies the righteous because it means the vulnerable are never overlooked. The weak are never invisible. The cries of the innocent never fall into silence before the throne of God.

Our God is not indifferent. He is attentive, He is watchful, and because of that He is fiercely protective of the innocent.


3. “Hands” Means Personal Responsibility
· James 4:17
Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

In 1964, a tragic case in New York became widely discussed (often called the “bystander effect”). A woman was attacked while multiple people reportedly heard distress but failed to intervene or call for help. Researchers later studied how groups can sometimes assume someone else will act. The lesson was sobering: Sometimes harm continues not because no one cares…but because everyone assumes someone else will step in.

Proverbs 6:17 is strikingly personal. It doesn’t speak abstractly about systems or crowds; it says hands. God brings the issue down to individual responsibility. Whose hands? My hands. Your hands. The text confronts us with the reality that heaven does not only evaluate evil committed, it also weighs responsibility ignored.

James 4:17 presses the truth even further: when we know the good we ought to do and refuse to do it, that too is sin. In other words, righteousness is not merely avoiding wrongdoing; it is responding when goodness is required.

This is where the bystander effect becomes spiritually piercing. 
· We may not have caused the harm, but did we ignore the moment to help? 
· We may not have lifted a violent hand, but did we fold our hands when action was within reach?

Silence can become participation when action was possible. Indifference can become guilt when responsibility was clear.

God’s warning about “hands that shed innocent blood” calls us beyond passive innocence into active obedience. He is not only looking for clean hands, He is looking for willing hands. Hands that protect. Hands that intervene. Hands that refuse to look away when the innocent are at risk.

Because before God, responsibility is always personal.


4. Jesus’ Severe Warning About Harming the Vulnerable
· Matthew 18:6
But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to have a large millstone tied around your neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea.
Think about how seriously we treat certain areas in life. Hospitals have entire protocols to protect newborns:
· Special ID bands
· Locked maternity wards
· Security systems
· Controlled access

Why all the effort? Because the more vulnerable the life, the stronger the protection must be.

Jesus reveals that heaven has the strictest protection policy of all when it comes to “little ones.” His language in Matthew 18 is not soft or symbolic; it is serious and severe. A millstone was massive, heavy, inescapable. Christ is making it unmistakably clear: that to harm, exploit, mislead, or spiritually damage the vulnerable invites serious judgment.

Our theme scripture in Proverbs echoes that same heart of God...He hates hands that shed innocent blood. The warning is consistent from Old Testament to New: God stands fiercely against those who harm the defenseless. Whether the harm is physical, spiritual, or moral, heaven does not treat it lightly.

Notice the personal emphasis again...hands. Not accidents. Not vague wrongdoing. Intentional responsibility. Jesus is not merely protecting bodies; He is guarding souls. To cause a “little one” to stumble is to assault something precious to the heart of God.

· Where the world sees small, heaven sees sacred.
· Where the world sees insignificant, heaven sees image-bearing.
· Where the world sees expendable, heaven sees eternal.

The severity of Jesus’ warning reveals the depth of His love. The stronger the warning, the deeper the protection. And it reminds us that God’s holiness is never detached from His compassion — it burns hottest where innocence is threatened.

Heaven is not casual about the vulnerable. And neither should we be.


5. The Church Must Be Known for Protecting Life
· James 1:27
Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.

Imagine two churches in the community. One has powerful music, polished production, and strong attendance. The other quietly invests in:
· safe children’s ministries
· foster family support
· abuse prevention training
· caring for struggling families

Which one reflects the heart of James 1:27 more clearly?
· Programs impress people.
· Protection reflects God.

James defines “pure religion” not by volume, size, or platform, but by protection and care for the vulnerable, the innocent. If God stands firmly against harm to the innocent, then His church must stand firmly for their protection.

Several years ago, after a major flood, volunteers formed human chains to pull stranded people out of rising water. One person alone could not reach far enough — but linked together, they saved lives. 

Church, that is the picture of what we are to be. God is still looking for people willing to extend their hands…not to harm…but to rescue.

· A church may have excellence on the stage, but heaven is watching the nursery. 
· A church may have a full house, but God is measuring how it guards the least of these.

When the Church takes these scriptures to heart seriously, their hands are not only clean, but they are also actively extending care, protection, and life-giving love.


Closing:
As we bring this to a close, the message of Scripture is unmistakably clear.
· God hears the cry of innocent blood.
· God hates hands that shed it.
· And God calls His people to be fiercely committed to protecting life.

This is not merely about avoiding evil, it is about actively doing good. It is about having hands that refuse violence and hearts that refuse indifference. It is about being a people who reflect the protective, watchful, compassionate heart of our Father.

Each week at the close of these messages, we have asked...Search us Lord...
· Psalm 139:23
Search me O God, and know my heart

So the questions before us are personal, but Lord search me:
· What are my hands known for?
· Do they ignore… or do they intervene?
· Do they harm… or do they help?
· Do they protect what God calls precious?

This should sober every conscience. The world may redefine, excuse, or normalize the taking of innocent life, but heaven has never revised its standard. What culture may tolerate, God still condemns. What society may sanitize and says is ok, God still sees in full clarity and detests it! 

Yet even here, the gospel whispers hope. The same God who hears the cry of innocent blood also made a way through the innocent blood of His Son. Where Abel’s blood cried out for justice, Jesus’ blood cries out for mercy. Justice is real, but so is redemption for the one who truly repents.
· 1 John 1:7
But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

Some listening today may feel the weight of past failure, regret, or silence. But the cross means this: the same hands that once failed can become hands that heal. Where sin once stained your hands, grace can now sanctify your hands.

The good news of the gospel is that God not only convicts, but He also cleanses. If our hands have been passive, careless, or even guilty, there is mercy at the cross. The same Jesus who warned strongly about harming the vulnerable also stretched out nail-pierced hands to redeem sinners like us.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, We come before You humbled by Your Word and sobered by Your truth.
You are holy, righteous, and just—and You see what no one else sees. Nothing is hidden from Your perfect light. Lord, we have heard today, you hate hands that shed innocent blood. You hear the cries that the world ignores. You see the injustice that others try to cover. And today, we acknowledge that You are holy, and Your ways are perfect.

Search us, O God, and know our hearts. Try us and reveal anything within us that does not honor You. Examine our hands, Lord…
· What are they known for?
· Have we been passive when we should have acted?
· Silent when we should have spoken?
· Still when we should have stepped in?

Forgive us for the moments we ignored responsibility. Forgive us for indifference toward the vulnerable. Forgive us for any way we have allowed sin to move from our hearts into our actions or even in our inaction.

Give us Your heart, Father
· A heart that is fiercely protective of the innocent,
· A heart that is moved by what moves You,
A heart that refuses to look away when others are at risk.

Make our hands clean—but don’t stop there, Lord…make them willing.
· Hands that protect.
· Hands that intervene.
· Hands that serve.
· Hands that rescue.

Teach us to live out true and pure religion—
· To care for those in distress,
· To guard the vulnerable,
· To reflect Your love in both word and action.

And Lord, we thank You for the hope of the gospel. That where there has been sin, there is still mercy. That where there has been failure, there is still redemption. Thank You for the blood of Jesus, which is not condemning, but merciful. Doesn’t bring guilt, but cleanses. Doesn’t bring death, but gives life and life eternal! 

So today, we bring You our hearts and our hands. Cleanse us. Change us. Use us. Let us be a people who not only avoid evil, but who actively do good. A people who reflect Your justice, your compassion, and Your truth in a world that desperately needs it today. We surrender to You now.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Having received that forgiveness and mercy, we are called to live differently. Let us be a church...
· Where the innocent are safe
· Whose hands and voices faithfully protect the sanctity of innocent life.
· And that takes seriously what God says He hates and passionately lives out what God says He loves.


We take a break week in confronting what is deadly, so we can celebrate our best Friend, Jesus on Friend Day! 

