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“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

How does the final words of Jesus still speak today? 

1.​ The final words of Jesus still speak today because of what He 
endured on the Cross. 

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” (Luke 

23:35) 
 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and 
said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written notice 

above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews. (Luke 23:36-38) 
 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!” (Luke 23:39) 

 
2.​ The final words of Jesus still speak today because of what He did on 

the Cross. 

3.​ The final words of Jesus still speak today because of what the Cross 
represented to Jesus. 

What is Jesus saying to us?  

1.​ Jesus forgives you and me. 

2.​ Jesus leads by example. 

“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” – Jesus 
(Matthew 5:44) 

 
How can we forgive as Christ has forgiven us? 

1.​ We can forgive ourselves. 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 
8:1) 
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In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.                 
(Romans 8:37-39) 

 
2.​ We can forgive others. 

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along 

with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:29-32) 

 
“Father, forgive them…” (Luke 23:34) 

Reflections: 

1.​ How can you experience the forgiveness of Jesus (this week)? 

2.​ How can you pass forgiveness to yourself and others? 

3.​ How does the Cross speak to you afresh this Easter Season?  
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