St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 8, 2026
Third Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the wa-
ters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sun-
days to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before
baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us
in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and for-
giveness.

CARILLON RINGERS “On Eagle’s Wings” arranged by Michael Ryan

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter picked by our 3yr old through
3" grade class.




Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead

dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 533,vs. 1 &2

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 2 Gracious God, | come before thee;
come thou also unto me;
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, where we find thee and adore thee,
Zion, let me enter there, there a heav'n on earth must be.
where my soul in joyful duty To my heart, oh, enter thou,
waits for God who answers prayer. let it be thy temple now!
Oh, how blessed is this place,
filled with solace, light, and grace! Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Cath-

erine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Greeting page 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 203

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God,

the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give
us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty
of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CARILLON RINGERS “what Wondrous Love Is This” Arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski; Flute- Lisa Erickson

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses
cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to
provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the LORD among us or
not?”—received a very positive answer.

" From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. “ The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LORD?” ° But the people thirsted there for water, and the people



complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” “ So Moses cried out to the LORD,
“What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” ° The LORD
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ° I will
be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. " He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
qguarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)

" Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’ Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
* For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
> The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
" For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep
of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
® “Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
’ There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
' Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’



""Indeed | swore in my anger,

‘They shall never come to my rest.””
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells
us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had
been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final
salvation.

" Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, * through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. * And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, “ and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, ° and hope does
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

° For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ’
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. “ But God proves his love for us in
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. ° Much more surely, therefore,
since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from
the wrath of God. '’ For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we
be saved by his life. ' But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.205
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 4th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.



5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give
me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor
Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water
that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty
or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman
answered him, “l have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband,” 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now
is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir,
| see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said
to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he
will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking




with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking
with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She
said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their
way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.’ 38 | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41
And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “Itis
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 658

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 3 For you our restless spirits yearn,

where'er our changing lot is cast;

1 O lJesus, joy of loving hearts, glad, when your smile on us you turn,
the fount of life, the light of all: blest, when by faith we hold you fast.
from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts
we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 4 O Jesus, ever with us stay!

Make all our moments fair and bright!

2 We taste you, ever-living bread, Oh, chase the night of sin away!
and long to feast upon you still; Shed o'er the world your holy light.
we drink of you, the fountainhead;
our thirsting souls from you we fill. Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr.

Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt.



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons,
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character
and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with
drought (especially), and bring relief to places damaged by floods (especially).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral
conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need
nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in
need (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the
joyful noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical
ensembles (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 752

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,



with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 623
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure;
cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

2 Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law's demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring;
simply to thy cross | cling.
Naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;

wash me, Savior, or | die.

While | draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyelids close in death,
when | soar to worlds unknown,
see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

let me hide myself in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778



ELW 759

My Faith Looks Up to Thee 3 While life's dark maze | tread
and griefs around me spread,
1 My faith looks up to thee, be thou my guide;
thou Lamb of Calvary, bid darkness turn to day,
Savior divine! wipe sorrow's tears away,
Now hear me while | pray, nor let me ever stray
take all my guilt away, from thee aside.
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine! 4 When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
2 May thy rich grace impart shall o'er me roll;
strength to my fainting heart, blest Savior, then, in love
my zeal inspire; fear and distrust remove;
as thou hast died for me, oh, bear me safe above,
oh, may my love to thee a ransomed soul!
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a Iiving firel Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.



BLESSING
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

-+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 807

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove.

2 Here |l raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God,;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;

let that grace now like a fetter

bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
prone to leave the God | love.

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Mark Schmideskamp,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Barbara Strampe,
Jami Schmideskamp,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Family of Steve Harper, friend of Don & Janet
Anderson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Parents of Amanda Sibson,

Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson,

Scott Quade, son of Paula Quade,

Everett & family, friend of sister-in-law of Janet
Anderson,

Eric Ohman, friend of Joni Benz,

Jim Moore, friend of Joni Benz,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,

Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade,

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,
Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-
derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron
Brown,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’'Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



