Lent 1 --- “Hallowed be Thy Name”
And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham [a second time from heaven] and, said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,   I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.     And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice. (Genesis 22:15-18)

The artist Rembrandt tried to paint the story of Abraham, preparing to sacrifice his son, Isaac as depicted in Genesis 22.   Twice.   Twice he tried to help others see what faith looks like in that moment. 

The first time, Rembrandt made a grand painting.   This was early in his life.  He had recently moved to Amsterdam.   His halls were filled with students, and his studio was filled with clients.   His painting was over six feet tall and four feet wide.  His vision was grand.   As you look at the painting, you are struck by the faith of Abraham.   Isaac is stretched out on the ground, his bare chest toward heaven, his back arched as his father’s hand covers his face, pushing his head back to bare his throat.   Rembrandt has painted a hero of faith, larger than life.    Abraham’s faith and Rembrandt’s glory are blended into one. 

Twenty years later, however, Rembrandt returned to this story a different man.    He came as an artist who was broke and as a man who was broken.    His wife had died, along with three of his four children.    His family life was in ruins and, in less than a year, he would declare bankruptcy.    Broke and broken, his picture of faith was much different.     This time, the picture was small.  It was an etching, about six inches by five inches.    And, as you look at the etching, Abraham’s boldness in following God is hidden.    All you see is his love for the child.    Isaac is kneeling alongside Abraham, his head on his father’s knee.   And Abraham covers Isaac’s eyes, hiding him from his death, as if this were his last and greatest blessing to his son.    Rembrandt no longer paints a hero of faith, larger than life.    Instead, he draws a small picture: a servant of the LORD whose service is humble yet, revealed in love for his son.


To a first century Jew, the Holy Name of God, was larger than life.     This is perhaps another reason why they didn’t speak God’s name outside of the synagogue or the temple.   Using it wrongly meant punishment.   Using His name rightly was only to be done in God’s dwelling.  

 In New Testament Christianity, we pray in the Holy Name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, since we have been covered by His name in Holy Baptism.   All Persons of the holy Trinity come to us in God’s watery bath—receiving the sign of the Holy cross upon the forehead and upon the heart to mark us redeemed by Christ crucified.    In the sight of God, we are humble and made holy whose Faith and reassurance are given to us when we turn to the living God in faith and in prayer.

Hallowed be Thy name, we pray in the 1st petition in the Lord’s prayer.  What does this mean?    God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be keep holy among us also.    The faith and life of Abraham is a model for those who do not know where they are going in life.    God made Abraham a father at 99 years old and a father of many nations without his doing.   God called Abraham to hallow God’s name and word above all names and above all pagan lords.    Abraham called on the name of the LORD not because of fear of punishment, but because of the LORD calling: “They are My people,” and His people would respond:  “The LORD is my God.” (Zech 13:9)

For God has called us to be His in that same way.     We were once strangers and aliens to God’s covenant of promise, having no hope and without God in this world. (Eph 2:11-12)     Like the artist, Rembrandt, the highs and lows of life are painted in our memories as images where our Lord Jesus Christ has trod as well.  With the use of God’s holy name comes honor as it is the most sacred treasure we have.    Martin Luther writes, that “…as good children, we pray that His name, which is, in any case, holy in heaven, may also be holy and kept holy on earth in our midst and in all the world.”  (Large Catechism)

Since Abraham was called to trust in God alone to do His holy will, we are called to do the same:    to trust in His name and will which above all names alone is holy.    Rembrandt’s small etching represented not the glory of the larger, but one where Isaac knelt along Abraham’s side in humble servitude.     Such is Christ, who yielded in love to the heavenly Father’s every command.    We ask for protection that no evil would befall us when God’s gracious words enter our ears and our prayers are given to Him in humble repentance.  

It is as we sang in the sermon hymn:  

“Your name be hallowed.    Help us Lord, in purity to keep Your 

Word,  that to the glory of Your name that we would walk before You 

free from blame.    Let no false teaching us pervert;  All poor deluded 

souls convert.” (LSB 766:2)  

For, all God’s people were created for the praise of God’s holy name, that we may call upon His name in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks. 


In the name of the Father of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
