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When I was 16 years old, my parents decided that it was time for me to learn how to drive.
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Unlike most teenagers, | wasn’t excited about this. I felt pretty nervous about getting behind the wheel.
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But I got my learners permit and signed up for a driving school.
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My driving instructor’s name was Larry. He was a pretty memorable teacher. Larry spoke very slowly and moved
very slowly.
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At the time | imagined that he was like this because of the stress of teaching so many new drivers over the years.
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The only time I saw him move quickly was once when he slammed on the brake because I drove into an
intersection without looking.
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[ learned a couple of important lessons from Larry: For one, I learned the importance of keeping your eyes on the
road to focus on where you wanted to go.
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Larry told me that if I got distracted looking at things on the side of the road, that was where I would end up with
my car.
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Wherever my eyes were focused that was where [ would go.
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He also taught me to make sure [ was going the right way. During our last lesson he took me driving in downtown
Ottawa.
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At one point he asked me to turn the wrong way down a one-way street. He was pleased when I pointed out that
we couldn’t go that way.
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[ remember [ wondered what would have happened if | had turned the wrong way down that road.
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Would he have slammed on the brake, or let me travel the wrong way for a while until I discovered my mistake?
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The passage that we're looking at today comes from the Gospel of Luke 7:36-50. It’s a story of a dinner - Jesus'
interaction with two very different kinds of people.
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It’s also a story about repentance, and what it is all about, and what it looks like in our lives.
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Repentance is a key theme for the season of Lent. It's a response to our recognition of who Jesus is and what he’s
like.
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It’s a first step in our journey as followers of Jesus, and also a step we will need to revisit throughout our lives.
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So to begin, let's take a step back into our story and get a sense of where we are situated in Luke’s narrative.
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Jesus has just travelled south to Nain. There he raises the dead son of a widow. People start to spread the word
that he’s a prophet.
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Next he speaks to the crowd about John the Baptist who calls people to repent and to be baptized for the
forgiveness of sins.
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Jesus says that many people don’t understand who John is or who Jesus is either.
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There is an interesting aside in verse 29 where we learn that those who have been baptized by John (tax
collectors and sinners) are more receptive to Jesus’ words than those who have not (the Pharisees) which gives a
bit of background to our story today.
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So let’s take a look at this story through the lens of the Woman, the Pharisee, and the Lord.
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The Woman G A\

While in the city, Jesus is invited to eat at the house of a Pharisee, a prominent religious leader.
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These kinds of dinners were public affairs at the time. It was common for others to join, sitting in the back and
quietly observing the dinner and the discussion.
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This seems strange to us. Imagine having people over for dinner at your house, and neighbours dropping by to
just sit in the corner and listen to your conversation. I'm sure you’d ask them to leave.
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But this would have been acceptable, especially at a dinner with rabbis, so this woman could come in.
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We are told that a woman who has lived a sinful life learns that Jesus is eating here and goes to see him.
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We aren’t really told very much about her. The fact that Simon recognizes her must have meant that her sin is
something public, something she is known for.
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Like every human since Adam and Eve’s rebellion, she has lived her life out of her own brokenness. Hers is just a
bit more evident.
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Maybe it’s significant that we aren’t told more about her sin because it will be Jesus’ acceptance and not her
brokenness that will come to define her.
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Among the Jewish community at this time, sin was seen as living in a way that was not in keeping with the Torah,
not keeping the covenant.
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So it was a problem that affected the whole community. This kind of person would have been excluded from
society.
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The Greek word used here for sin is apaptia which has the sense of missing the mark, as if you were shooting an
arrow and could never quite hit the bullseye.
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We may say it means to wander off the right path and the path of the righteous, to break God’s law, and to drive
the wrong way down a one-way street.
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It's our inability as humans to live as God intended.
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C.S. Lewis in his book Perelandra describes sin as a problem of vision, of where we’re looking. This book imagines
a story of a planet that has not yet fallen.
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The strategy of the tempter in the book is to get Eve’s eyes off of God and onto herself.
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Sin, according to Lewis, places self at the centre as being of first importance.
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Rather than walking with God, it is walking alongside ourselves, delighting in our own beauty, or being the first to
condemn ourselves if we see nothing worthwhile.
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But this self-focus is not how we’re meant to live as humans. We’'re meant to look to God.
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John the Baptist called people to turn from sin, to notice that they were driving down the wrong path, and to turn
the other way.
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Getting back to the woman, her situation wouldn’t have been simple. She likely had been sinned against as much
as she had sinned. Because sin is like that. It doesn’t stop at just one person.
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My sin, my living out of my own self-interest, can affect you, which in turn affects those around you. We are
victims and perpetrators all at once.
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And so, this woman found herself outside of society, looked down on by those who kept the law. She would have
carried with her a weight of shame.
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And yet, she had the courage to come to Jesus in a public place. It seems that something had happened earlier on,
and we aren'’t told exactly what.

PRI > WA B SE ARG RE SRR - DR ZAIES RS T —5%5F » HEL 3OxAEHi -

She’s coming to express gratitude for something that had already occurred. Maybe she had received the baptism
of John for the forgiveness of sins and recognized Jesus as the Lord.
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She certainly understood something of who Jesus was. She saw a need for God’s forgiveness. She turned her gaze
off of herself and onto him.
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And despite her status in society, her action shows that she believes he will welcome her.
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She had brought an alabaster jar of perfume with her, which would have been of great value. If it contained nard,
it would have cost as much as a year's wages for a labourer.
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Here we see her stepping into the room, maybe slipping past others who are observing the dinner, approaching
him where he is reclining at the table, and kneeling at his feet with the perfume.
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And she starts to weep: a release of pent-up emotion: relief, gratitude, love, coming to the surface and spilling out.
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And as her tears drip onto his feet, she grabs the only thing she has to wipe them, her unbound hair.
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And as she’s kneeling at his feet, she kisses them. Jesus doesn’t stop her.
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Can you picture the messiness of this scene - the awkward hush as people at the table realize what she’s doing and
the shocked and disapproving faces around the table.
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Hear the small crack as the bottle breaks, and the smell of the perfume gradually grows stronger as it spreads and
fills the room.
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This scene is humiliating for the woman, awkward to watch, and yet utterly beautiful. An expression of her love
and gratitude for all she has been forgiven.
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The Pharisee JAF|ZEA

We're told his name is Simon and he is a Pharisee. Pharisees are presented in Luke as respected teachers of the
law.
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But Jesus is critical of them. There’s hypocrisy in their behaviour.
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In chapter 11, Jesus calls them cups that are clean on the outside, but inside they are full of “greed and
wickedness.” They keep the law to the letter, but they are not generous with the poor.
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Simon must have had some respect for Jesus as a teacher to have him over for dinner, or maybe he is curious
about him.
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Simon probably has heard about what happened earlier when Jesus raises the widow’s son, and the rumours
spread that he was a prophet. Simon wanted to see for himself.
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The fact that Jesus does not reprimand the woman convinces Simon that Jesus is not the prophet that people have
claimed.
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If he was, he wouldn’t have let this kind of person near him. She was a sinner.
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But Jesus, knowing what he is thinking, responds with a story, as he often does:
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“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him
more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus
said. “Then he turned towards the woman and said to Simon: “Do you see this woman?”
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Simon has a problem with sight. He thinks he sees, but he doesn’t see things as they really are. He lacks
understanding.
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We're told that Simon sees what this woman did. But Jesus asks him: “Do you see this woman?”
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He sees but hasn’t really seen. He doesn’t perceive the woman rightly as he fails to see her love flows from being
forgiven.
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He doesn’t see Jesus rightly as he questions if he’s even a prophet. And Simon doesn’t see himself clearly either as
he doesn’t see a need for repentance.
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I've recently realized that I'm at a point in my life where I need reading glasses. I've prided myself on my excellent
20/20 vision.
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So when I started to find myself squinting more and more to read the small print, I denied it for quite a while:
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[ must just be a bit tired because I have good eyesight, and [ always have. And I put off getting glasses.
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Simon didn’t show love, not because he didn’t need to be forgiven, but because he didn’t see his need for it.
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The call of John the Baptist to repent had been left unanswered.
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Like learning to drive a car, we won't turn the right way if we aren’t seeing correctly. If our focus isn’t on the road
we’ll end up in the ditch. I find this sobering.
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Can we also struggle with spiritual blindness? What might a call to repentance look like for us?

BATRE AR ZAVIREE 2 WA 1R - S nf e ST o EFg ?
The Lord F HE &k

And the story picks up with a focus on Jesus:
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“Do you see this woman?” Jesus asks. I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she
wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair... Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” (Luke 7:44-47)
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Now Simon surely hadn’t neglected the proper protocol for having a guest. He likely did what was required, but he
hadn’t gone the extra mile.
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But this woman knew what she had received from Jesus and responded in kind by pouring out the thing of
greatest value.
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And the contrast with Simon is striking. He had invited Yahweh over for dinner and didn’t even know it.
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Jesus speaks to the woman: “Your sins are forgiven.” “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
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[t wasn’t her outpouring of love or her gift that had saved her. It was her faith.
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She believed that God’s help was to be found in Jesus, and she acted on this. She didn’t hesitate. And this is good
news for us.
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When we recognize our need for God and the forgiveness that Jesus offers, there’s no despair. We aren’t left in that
place.
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Our relationship with him is restored. He calls us daughters and sons.
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Let’s take a step back, what stands out to you in this story? Do you see yourself in the narrative?
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You've probably seen those photo-op boards at summer fairs, or maybe Disneyland where there is a picture of a
character with its face cut out. And you can go up and put your face on one of the bodies and have your picture
taken.
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Imagine there’s a board like this with Simon and the Woman. Which one of these would you put your face up to
for the picture? Is there one you identify with more?
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Would it be the woman on the margins of society who knows she can approach Jesus without fear?
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Or would you put your face to Simon, the highly respected Pharisee who is unable to see what’s really going
on?
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You’re a pretty good person, why would you need forgiveness? But do you see Jesus as he is?
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Maybe you actually identify with both of these people in some ways. You try out each face at different times.
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Because | think that sometimes we go back and forth between the two.
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And repentance is something that God continues to call us to and to get our vision corrected.
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We’'re followers of Jesus, but sometimes we get distracted by things on the side of the road. We get caught
up in self-promotion or self-condemnation.
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We get stuck in places of shame believing that we’re not worthy of love. We try to look for security and for
purpose in other places rather than in God.
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Because we’ve taken our eyes off Jesus, we start to forget what he’s like, that we’re loved, and that we can
trust him.
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But Jesus always welcomes us back. We can come to God as we are.
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This story shows us the importance of seeing Jesus clearly and uses the beauty and power of repentance as
a response to what he offers.
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Repentance is turning around when you realize you've been going the wrong way.
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It gets your eyes off yourself and back on the road. It's a restoration of your relationship with God and with
others.
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So what about you? Is there anything that is keeping you at a distance from God in this season?
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Are you worried he may not accept you? Or have you let anger or unforgiveness root itself in your heart?
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Lent is a season to let go of these things. To toss them out of the car, and then leave them on the side of the
road. You don’t need them anymore.
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Lent is a season to allow your vision to be corrected. To have the humility to recognize that you may need to
get new lenses, so you can see Jesus as he is and receive his welcome.
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So I'll leave you with two questions this morning:
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Where in your life might you be hearing God’s call to repent?
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And if you hear him, how will you respond?
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