Lent 2 – “Thy Kingdom Come’
 “Be self-controlled, be watchful; your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.    Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (I Pt 5:8-9)
The season of Lent draws us to the hour of Jesus’ darkness and the sin of His own disciples.  The suffering and death of Jesus should cast a reflection of our own sin from what our Lord did not need to suffer and at the same time His suffering was the only way of salvation through the love that reveals His true identity—the innocent Lamb of God who comes to take away the sin of the world.
The hour of darkness is not a full-frontal attack in the middle of daylight where armies are armies and weapons are destroyed.   No.  The hour of darkness is that time when evil remains hidden.   For Jesus, it hid under a kiss from His betrayer, Judas Ischariot, in the Garden of Gethsemane, and under the leaders of Israel.   People may pray and preach about peace, but often underneath it all lies a heart ready for war.   Jesus is right when He says to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and elders, who had come out to Him, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs?   When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me.   But this is your hour—when darkness reigns” (Luke 22:52-53).  
Jesus said these words right after He healed the high priest’s servant, Malchus whose ear had been cut off by Peter—a sign that God’s kingdom certainly reigns even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that His kingdom may certainly come among us as we learn in the Small Catechism.   For darkness is not dark to [the Lord]; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light with [the Lord] as Psalm 139:12 declares. 
The 2nd Petition of the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer for both the priesthood of all believers in God’s Church and for all of the world’s authorities: namely, for God’s word and temporary peace.   It is as Martin Luther stated:  “For where these both stand well, things go well.   And things will go well with the people of God’s kingdom…so long as they also keep His commandments and be obedient to Him.” (Luther on Psalm 132). 
An alarm should go off right away in our conscience since we know we haven’t kept God’s commandments.   Our sinful flesh would rather serve the god of our bellies namely, things that are perishable—things that give rise to the deadly combination of temptation, sin, and the power of darkness.   Instead of serving the God of the imperishable—His things that bring forgiveness of sins, life and salvation in His name.
On the night of Jesus’ betrayal, He does more than reveal the hour of darkness—the hour of our want when we don’t know where to turn.   He also reveals the eternal love of our Lord.   Our Lord enters the hour of darkness and turns it into a place of His eternal love—the perishable into the imperishable.   In the midst of all of the deception, one thing remains true: what Jesus is seeking to do for them.   Jesus never betrays His Father’s eternal mission—His kingdom of grace that enables us to believe His Holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.   When Jesus’ disciples fight, He brings peace.   When a slave is injured, He heals.   When His enemies come, He willingly submits to the suffering that brings our salvation.   In each case, Jesus meets the hour of darkness not by resisting but by putting Himself in harm’s way, thereby, ushering into this world the eternal kingdom of God. 
Remember again, the healing of the high priest’s servant, Malchus, mentioned earlier.   Even though Peter drew a sword during Jesus’ arrest, in the face of this escalating violence, Jesus intervenes to stop the harming of a slave.  Although He will not act in His own defense, Jesus works for the defense of others.   Weak enough to be arrested, He is strong enough to heal—showing His kingdom to be one of righteousness and peace.   And in this moment, He reveals that no matter what is done to Him, He will always remain our Redeemer, coming into His world to heal His fallen creation.   The Son of God, our Savior, and though the powers of darkness rise against Him, He remains strong and obedient to eternal love, for He has come to set us free from the sting of the Law that we cannot fulfill.
And now, even in the midst of the power of darkness, we find Jesus being what His name proclaims Him to be— the real presence of His kingdom where God saves.   In the face of such oppression, He is and remains the Anointed One of God.  When thrown in a situation where He should protect Himself, He uses His hands to heal another.    When given good reasons to fight His enemies, He lays down His life for their salvation.   When faced with disciples who were fighting for His freedom, He asserts His authority as their Prince of Peace.   In Pontius Pilate’s headquarters, Jesus responds:  “My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.   But My kingdom is not from the world.” (John 18:36)   The names of Jesus remain true in all situations.  He is Savior, the Prince of Peace, Messiah in the Garden of Gethsemane, in Pontius Pilate’s court and here, today, in our midst.
 In the midst of our darkness, He comes as our Redeemer—buying us back from the tempter’s power with His own blood.   In the midst of our struggles, He bids us His peace.   Each time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we hear the words: “on the night when He was betrayed.”   With that statement, we are remembering the hour of darkness in the Garden, but we are also remembering our hour of darkness.   Times when we have been less than servants in His kingdom.   Yet, no matter how often this hour comes among us, God’s love remains eternal.   For the reversal of the hour of darkness that once happened in the Garden of Eden, unfolds in Jesus’ betrayal and arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.   He uses His hour of darkness to bring life and light and peace---to forgive us by His body and blood.   Each time we begin with the words, “On the night when He was betrayed,” Jesus continues by saying, “Take, eat; take, drink; this is given for you.”   Whether that hour of darkness occurs, God’s love remains.   His kingdom comes in His eternal love, where He continues to come to heal and save.
In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
