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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
THEME: COME, FOLLOW ME: The Beatitudes, Salt and Light
March 8, 2026

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memiluth.org
Office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an
image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s
grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this
gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal
reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter.
As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in
word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy
and forgiveness.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” - Wood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out
all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious
God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work
of the Spirit: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your
steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining
the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us
gccording to your steadfast love.



For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of
your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us
according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding
Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us
according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith,
the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of
Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit
of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

Please remain standing or stand as you are able.
GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.

BOLD WOMAN'S DAY LITANY (see insert)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst
and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to
drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the
test, Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses
to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled
question—*Is the LORD among us or not?"—received a very positive
answer.
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"From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Re-
phidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. “The people
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LorD?” °But
the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you brin% us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LORD,
“What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” °
The LoRD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that
the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
"He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quar-
reled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 95 READ RESPONSIVELY
' Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
“Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
*For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
°The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
®Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and
the sheep of God'’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
®“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
*There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
'“Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my
ways.’
""Indeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.

Please stand as you are able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - LENT page 142
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-16

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. ?And he began to speak and
taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8«Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
'9Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and ut-
ter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. " Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they per-
secuted the prophets who were before you.

13«You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown
out and trampled under foot.

"“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. '°
People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather,
they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. ®In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Blest Are They” ELW 728

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Women of Memorial
Prayer response is: Your mercy is great.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

BELL CHOIR OFFERTORY “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
“My Jesus, | Love Thee”
- arrg. by P. Cota

The Ushers will collect the offering.
Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 188

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right

spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take
not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of

your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I7t is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE - LENT

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God
and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. For in
these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that through
a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and learn
to be your people once again. Through fasting, prayer and acts of
service you bring us back to your generous heart. Through the study of
your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in the world and
free our hearts and hands to welcome others into the radiant splendor
of your love. As we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery with mind
and heart renewed, we bless you for your mercy. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their un-ending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glori-
fy, you we worship and adore. God of judgment and mercy. We give
you thanks through your beloved son, Jesus Christ. From the earliest
days, you turned toward your creation, bringing light from darkness,
firm ground from the deep, and life from the dust. Adam and Eve
turned from the garden to toil and struggled. Abraham and Sarah
moved from a life of wandering to the land that you showed them. Your
people Israel turned from captivity to cry unto you, and you delivered
them from captivity. In the wilderness, Jesus turned away from the
tempter and toward his proclamation of the heavenly kingdom. You or-
dained for everything: a season, a time to break down and a time to
build up, a time to keep, and a time to put aside. Let this be a time of
Qrayer, forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Therefore, remembering Christ’s turn toward the world, his journey to
the cross, and his resurrection from the dead, we turn toward you in
the gifts of bread and wine, signs of your mercy, and food for our souls.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that these gifts may be healing
and redemption for us and for your world, the turning toward a new day
of righteousness.

Amen. Come Holy Spirit.

And now, may all creation turn toward you, seeking your mercy and
trusting in your word, that we may share in your glory with all the saints
in light.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



LAMB OF GOD page 112
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the
world. Blessed are those invited to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but
only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord'’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

Please stand as you are able.
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose

breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” ELW 658

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copy-
right © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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Hom

Mary Kay Dagenhart
Doug & Pat Maun
Jeanne Naugle
Dorothy Railing
Trina Ruth
Wayne Widney
All Caregivers

Pastor
Pastor Godfred Effisah

Organist & Pianist
Nancy Fogelsanger

Senior Choir / Bell Choir
Director
Kathy Kerr

Parish Coordinator
Amy Piper

Check out our church website using this QR Code!



