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Who’s Really Blind?
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
John 9:1-41
Series A, Lent 4, March 15, 2026
“One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” John 9:25b
	My mother-in-law had an amazing ability.  She could take a short walk into the desert and find arrowheads just about anywhere.  I went arrowhead hunting with her once.  I didn’t find anything.  But within minutes of getting out of the Jeep she found one.  Gerry had buckets of points.  And not just arrowheads, but spear points, knives, ax heads, scrapers, clay pots and even baskets.  She could see this stuff everywhere. I was blind to it.
	Most of us seem to have some sort of blindness in our lives, some blind spot that keeps us from seeing something that’s important. Maybe we’re blind to the things of God, or to the needs of others, or to our own insensitivity.  The people in today’s Gospel are all blind in different ways.
	First, there’s a man who’s born blind physically.  He’d never seen anything in his whole life.  Can you imagine what that must be like?  I used to facilitate a blind support group.  Most of the members were elderly. After a lifetime of being independent, now they were dependent on others for just about everything.  Many had no social outlet except the support group. Most were also deaf. Life had pretty much just shut down for them. 
	It wasn’t quite so bad for younger members of the group.  They’d gone to schools for the visually handicapped like the one in Alamogordo, NM.  They weren’t nearly as afraid of trying something new or going places by themselves.  But in Jesus’ day, there was no such thing as support groups for the blind, or blind schools, or income support, or medical care.  If you were blind, you stayed blind and you begged to survive. 
	In the story, Jesus heals this blind man. Jesus puts mud on his eyes and tells him to wash in the pool of Siloam.  He does, and he can see again.  But his spiritual eyes get healed more slowly.  He moves from just admitting Jesus healed him, to thinking Jesus must be a prophet, to saying Jesus is from God, to finally believing that Jesus is the Son of Man, the promised Messiah, the Savior. 
	Personally, I think the blindness of the other characters in the story is more interesting. There’s the blindness of Jesus’ own disciples. They’re walking near the south end of the temple mount when they see this man born blind.  He’s probably sitting beside the walkway, begging. What other way of making a living would he have had? Probably none.
	When the disciples see this man, what’s their first thought? “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (v 1) Do you see a problem here?  The disciples can’t seem to relate to this man as a hurting human being, a neighbor, a fellow child of God. Do they ask him if there’s some way they can help?  No! They turn his suffering into a discussion about who’s responsible for his blindness. Their only concern is fixing blame. 
	There’s another problem here. This is probably toward the end of Jesus’ ministry. The disciples have been with Jesus for maybe 3 ½ years. In a few weeks, Jesus will be crucified.  But after 3 ½ years with Jesus, it’s as if the disciples hadn’t learned anything!  
· Hadn’t they heard Jesus say, “Love your neighbor as yourself”?  (Mark 12:31)  
· Hadn’t they heard Jesus say,“ What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a snake;  or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion”? (Luke 11:11-12) 
· Hadn’t they heard Jesus say, “Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water … will by no means lose his reward”? (Matthew 10:42)
We could ask the same thing of ourselves when there’s someone in need right in front of us and all we do is try to fix blame. Jesus is all about caring, not fixing blame.  Have we really heard anything Jesus taught?  Or are we just as blind as the disciples? Lent is a good time to let Jesus open our eyes to the needs of others so his love can shine through us. 
Then, there’s the blindness of this man’s parents.  Never before had anyone born blind had their sight restored. When questioned about how it happened to him, the healed man just said he did what Jesus told him. He washed the mud out of his eyes Jesus had put there, and now he could see. 
That didn’t satisfy the Pharisees.  They thought he must be lying. Maybe he hadn’t really been blind at all. So they summoned his parents and asked them. His parents answered:
We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself. (vv 20-21)
I’m pretty sure they knew all about how their son could see. The first thing their healed son would’ve done would be rush home and tell his parents all about how Jesus had healed him. And the parents would’ve been very happy.  But they were afraid of the Pharisees.  They were also afraid that if they said Jesus had anything to do with it, they’d lose something of great value, their synagogue membership. We’re told: 
His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. (v 22)
	Good people in those days were members of the synagogue. Bad people – tax collectors and shepherds and prostitutes and other “sinners” - weren’t. Synagogue membership meant social and business connections. Lose your membership, and you’d lose your status. So what do the parents do?  In an act of willful blindness, they throw their son under the bus (or maybe chariot).  They say nothing about Jesus healing him. It’s just too costly.
	Do we hide our confession of Jesus so we can stay in good with some group, some friend, some club?  Would we abandon our support for someone who acknowledges Jesus if standing up for that Christian friend might offend someone?  Jesus says: 
Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-34)
This Lenten season, may our eyes be opened to ways we can publicly acknowledge what Jesus has done in our lives, as well as how he’s worked in the lives of others, no matter what the cost.
Finally, there’s the blindness of the Pharisees.  The Pharisees were legalists. They were far more concerned about following the rules than they were about living by the spirit of the Law. This story of the man born blind shows us just how shocking and wrong that approach to religion is. 
Here’s a man who is shut out of society.  He’s looked down on because he’s blind.  The disciples think he or his parents did something wrong to cause his blindness.  He’s reduced to begging to make a living. There’s no cure for his problem.  His life has been one of misery day after day after day. Then Jesus comes along, and heals his blindness! Suddenly he can see!  At last he has a life!  At last he has a hopeful future!  And what’s the biggest concern of the Pharisees?  The person who healed him “is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  (v 16)  
This was 2,000 years ago but it still makes me angry.  How could anyone be so blind to a miracle of God’s grace?  How could anyone so misuse the Law of God they’d accuse Jesus of breaking the Sabbath when all he did was show mercy? Never are we to use religion or God’s Law as an excuse to withhold mercy and compassion!  It’s just the opposite.  The Law of God is to encourage good, not choke it off.  It also condemns us when we haven’t done good.  As Jesus says on another occasion to these same people:
If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. (Matthew 12:11-12)
Lent is 40 days long, 46 if you include the Sundays. There are three weeks left.  Through the cross of Jesus, God has forgiven all our blind moments.  The Holy Spirit has given us back our spiritual eyes.  Whose need will he help us to see during these next few weeks? To whom will he lead us so we can shine the light of Jesus into their darkness?  We pray: 
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch him,
And say that we love him.
Open our eyes Lord, help us to listen,
Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus.  Amen
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Isaiah 42:14-21
14 For a long time I have held my peace;
    I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in labor;
    I will gasp and pant.
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills,
    and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn the rivers into islands, 
    and dry up the pools.
16 And I will lead the blind
    in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
    I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
    the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
    and I do not forsake them.
17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
    who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
    “You are our gods.”
18 Hear, you deaf,
    and look, you blind, that you may see!
19 Who is blind but my servant,
    or deaf as my messenger whom I send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
    or blind as the servant of the LORD?
20 He sees many things, but does not observe them;
    his ears are open, but he does not hear.
21 The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness' sake,
    to magnify his law and make it glorious.
Ephesians 5:8-14. 
8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
    and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
John 9:1-41
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
[bookmark: _Hlk129592197]24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.

