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 Lord, When Did We See You?  

February 25  

I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food  

March 4  

I Was Thirsty and You Gave Me Something to Drink  

March 11  

I Was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me  

March 18  

I Was Naked and You Gave Me Clothing  

March 25  

I Was Sick and You Visited Me  

Lent 2026  

Wednesday Worship  

5:30 p.m. 
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 GATHERING  
PRELUDE  

WELCOME  

SERVICE OF LIGHT   
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 EVENING HYMN  
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EVENING THANKSGIVING  

Blessed are you, Creator of the universe —from old you have led your people by night 

and day.  May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your 

presence are the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation.  

PSALMODY - “ROUND ” 

 



5 
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May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your 

presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might 

sing your praise and your love in our lives.  

Amen.  

WORD  
LORD, WHEN DID WE SE E YOU? -  PLEASE SEE INSERT ON PG 12  

 

The 2026 Lenten Challenge Theme  

“Lord, When Did We See You? ” 

The theme of this year ’s challenge derives from Matthew 25:37 -40. The passage emphasizes that caring 

for the poor, sick, and marginalized is an act of service to Christ, and that a person's treatment of oth-

ers is a reflection of their relationship with God.  

The spiritual practices for the six weeks of Lent will focus on stretching our learning, 

care and advocacy muscles on behalf of underserved communities. The six weeks will 

be broken up according to the gospel text, as below, with participants focusing on what 

we know and think about these siblings in Christ, as well as how we act in support and 

on behalf of these communities:  

Why Lent? Lent is a season of 40 days to reflect, remember our dependence on God and one another, 

and look forward to the ways God calls us to be. Adding one or more of these spiritual practices to your 

observation of Lent might help you feel more connected.  
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ANNUNCIATION AND MAG NIFICAT  

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  The angel said 

to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and his name shall be 

Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most high. ”  And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your 

will. ” 
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LITANY AND PRAYERS  
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Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the peace that 

passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  

Amen.  

 

God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray:  

 

Our Father in heaven, hollowed be your name, your Kingdom come: your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, Forgive us our sins as we forgive those whose sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever.  

Amen  

SENDING  
FINAL BLESSING  
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

POSTLUDE  
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Wednesday March 4, 2026  
Week 2 “I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink ”  

ANTHEM      “ I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked by Geoffrey O'Hara ”  Connie Manley  

READING, EXODUS 17:1 -7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the  Lord  commanded. 
They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.  The people quarreled with Moses and 
said, “Give us water to drink. ” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the  Lord? ” But 
the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst? ” So Moses cried out to the  Lord, “What shall I do 
for this people? They are almost ready to stone me. ” The Lord  said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take 
some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go.  I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the peo-
ple may drink. ” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.  He called the place Massah and Meribah, be-
cause the Israelites quarreled and tested the  Lord, saying, “Is the Lord  among us or not? ”  

LENTEN THEME:  MATTH EW 25:37 -40 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave 
you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? ’ And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me. ’  

REFLECTION   Deacon Korra Looschen  

PRAYER  
God of living water, Quench our thirst for justice and compassion. Teach us to protect and share your gifts, 
That all may live and flourish. Amen.  

Worship continues with the Annunciation and Magnificat on p. 8  

REFLECTION “TO -GO”  
A child at Vacation Bible School once asked why Jesus cared so much about water. “Because people can ’t live 
without it, ” a teacher re4plied. The child nodded and said, “Then water must be holy. ” 

From the wilderness rock to the Samaritan well, Scripture treats water as both necessity and gift. Jesus honors 
even a simple cup of water as an act of faithfulness.  

The ELCA Social Statement, Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice affirms that clean water is essential for 
life and that environmental harm disproportionately affects the poor. It teaches that creation is * “entrusted to 
human care for the sake of all. ”*² 

In Matthew 25, giving drink becomes an act of recognition. In Lent, we are invited to see water not as a commodi-
ty, but as a neighborly gift —one that reveals Christ where life is sustained.  

SIMPLE ACTIONS FOR T HE WEEK  
Drink water mindfully this week, giving thanks for access to clean water.  

Reduce water waste at home and discuss why conservation is an act of faith.  

Support ministries or organizations that work to provide clean water locally or globally.  

Footnotes – ELCA Social Statements  
            2.         ELCA, Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice (1993)  

The 2026 Lenten Challenge  
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