The Reality of the Spirit Realm Week 5
Section 2: The Resources of Spiritual Warfare
Spiritual Warfare 1: Knowing your Identity and Authority

A: Identity
The identity that you walk in largely aligns the with the mirror or mirrors that you are using to view yourself. That might be the bathroom mirror, or the mirror of other people who reflect to you their perception of your identity, or the mirror of religion, secular science, social media and other aspects of your environment that is under the influence of the god of this world. For most non-Christian people, it is likely to be a composite of those mirrors. As a Believer, you have an additional mirror, the mirror of God’s Word. This is the mirror that reveals your true identity. Let’s consider what God’s Word says concerning your identity:

1. You are Chosen (John 6:44; Eph 1:4)
2. You are Forgiven (Eph 1:7)
3. You are Loved, Accepted and Secure (1 John 4:16; Eph 1:6; Rom 8:38-39)
4. You are washed. You are clean (1 Cor 6:11; Eph 5:25-26)
5. You are Holy and Blameless, beyond Judgement (Eph 1:4; John 5:24)
6. You are The Righteousness of God in Christ (2 Cor 5:21)
7. You are above sin’s dominion (Romans 6:14)
8. You are in the Spirit, not in the flesh (Romans 8:8-9)
9. You are a temple and a House of Prayer (1 Corinthians 6:19; Matthew 21:13)
10. You are God’s child and you have Royal Status (Ephesians 1:5; 1 Peter 2:9;            2 Cor 11:2)
11.  You are heirs of God and His Promises (Gal 4:7; Gal 3:29)
12.  You are blessed with every Spiritual Blessing (Eph 1:3)
13.  You are a citizen of heaven (Phil 3:20) 
14.  You are an ambassador for Christ – empowered for purpose (2 Cor 5:20) 
15.  You are fashioned and empowered for service (Ephesians 2:10) 
16.  You are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)
17.  You are soldier, armed for battle (2 Timothy 2:3) 
18.  You are a victor (Romans 8:37)

The mirror of God’s word makes clear that you are very special indeed and a significant threat to the kingdom of darkness. For this reason, the enemy actively works to prevent you from knowing your identity and thus realising your potential. You are in a warfare aimed at keeping you bound up, preoccupied and distracted, prayerless, sick, isolated, confused, insecure, in retreat and defeated.  To the extent you walk in truth, you walk in identity, freedom and authority. To the extent you believe the enemy’s lies, you will walk in bondage. You are in a battle whether you like it or not. So, you may as well like it. After all, you are more than a conqueror. 





B. Authority 
 
Your Authority is:
1. Delegated: All authority in heaven is vested in Jesus (Matt 28:18). (Note that this means that no authority in heaven or earth is vested in satan). Understand that when you pray ‘In Jesus Name’, this is not a formula. It is a statement that identifies the origin of your delegated authority.
2. Positional: You are in Christ and you are seated with Christ far above all rule and authority (Eph 1:6; Eph 1:20-21; Eph 2:6). You are seated (at rest) in the victory won by Jesus.
3. Purposeful:
a. You have authority to make disciples of all nations, thereby overcoming the power of the enemy that holds the nations in bondage (Matt 28:18,19; Luke 10:9)
b. You have authority to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom, give sight to those whom the enemy has blinded, set the oppressed free and bind up the broken hearted (Luke 4:18; Isa 61:1)
c. You have authority to build people up in faith, to equip them for works of service (Heb 10:24; 2 Cor 13:10; Eph 4:12-13)

C. Walking in Your Identity/Authority

The book of Ephesians is divided into 3 sections. The first deals with the believer’s position, i.e. seated with Christ. The second deals with the believer’s walk. The third reflects spiritual warfare and the importance of ‘standing’. Hence the structure is sit, walk, stand. We will follow the same structure as we consider how to walk in authority.

a. Sit: In the book of Esther we see that the nation of Israel is in its most precarious situation since the army of Pharoah cornered them at the Red Sea. They have been signed over the destruction from one end of the Persian Empire to the other. Satan through his agent Haman has influenced the king to sign the order. The focal point of Haman’s hatred is Mordecai the Jew. How did Mordecai respond to such extreme pressure? He remained seated at the King’s Gate. He did not change his position.

Likewise, the enemy knows that he cannot defeat you when you maintain the heart posture of being seated with Christ. So, he attacks your heart, which is the seat of your identity, authority and treasure (Prov 4:23). His goal is to steal, kill and destroy and his first target is your peace, since it is the primary guardian of your heart (Phil 4:6,7; Col 3:15). Don’t meditate on the problems, criticisms, accusations and other fires that the enemy lights, meditate on God’s Word and the revelation of your identity in Christ. Keep your peace and remain seated.
b. Walk: Repentance and submission are key elements of your daily walk as you are transformed by the renewing of your mind. It is a walk of obedience, submission, faith, trust, humility and forgiveness. Love is the tapestry through which these things are woven together. Love is the foundation of all true authority in Christ. 
As a believer in Christ, you are not alone. You have a shared identity and authority. Believers are interdependent, with complementary gifts. We support, encourage, and protect one another as we stand shoulder to shoulder (Hebrews 10:24-25.) We link our shields together, as did the Roman soldiers.
c. Stand: At times, the warfare in your life increases. The enemy mounts a concerted attack. At such times, the Lord’s command is: “STAND. This is your hill. Hold it. Put on your full armour. Draw your sword. Don’t back down. Never turn your back.”

Make sure your belt of truth is secure. Know who you are. Don’t let the enemy deceive you by bringing you under condemnation (helmet). Don’t allow the enemy to undermine your gift of righteousness (breastplate), especially when you fail. Stay behind your shield. Link your shield to the shields of brothers and sister. Serve as an ambassador (shoes) and speak with authority (sword). Pray always for your brothers and sisters (Eph 6:10-18).


Questions
1. Do you agree with the statement that your perceived identity is a composite reflection of the mirrors you are using? If so, what mirrors have shaped your self-perception?
2. 18 elements of your true identity are listed above. Are you becoming more established in your identity over time? Which of those elements do you find hardest to personally identify with or walk in? I would suggest that the enemy has and will continue to target this area of your life. 
3. Share an example of a situation where you exercised spiritual authority. What was the result? Did you experience any subsequent push-back from the enemy?
4. Share an example of a situation where you were under attack and needed to take a stand and hold ground. What pressure did you feel? How effective was your armour? How were you supported by other believers? What did you learn from the experience?

Prayer
In Question 2, you identified areas where your identity is not fully established. Spend some time praying for one another about this. You have authority to build one another.

Pray also that as a church, we will stand together with our shields joined, proclaiming the glorious gospel, building people, advancing the Kingdom of God, and glorifying our Saviour and our King.

