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The 2nd Sunday in Lent 
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  



 2 

St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion – said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),  
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If you can’t 
attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or through the 
livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Pastoral 
Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay and be a 
part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with this afternoon’s Liturgy 
Officiant: Gary Moss Music: Choristers of St. John the Divine 
Preacher: Gary Moss  David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Welcomer: Ruth Swinton  Char Hodgkins, Assistant Director 
Reader: Ava Gregorian Streaming Technician: Vanessa Whyte  
  

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about God is 
limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which elsewhere we 
might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind 
us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to 
help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image : Tanner, Henry Ossawa, 1859-1937. Nicodemus, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57924 [retrieved February 27, 2026]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Henry_Ossawa_Tanner_-_Jesus_and_nicodemus.jpg. 

 
 

  

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you can 

do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in the book 

stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this QR code 

which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also conveniently use our tap 

machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden door entrance, or the bank machine 

(tax receipt with envelope completion) available at the office. Envelopes for regular giving 

are available from the church office. 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57924
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please stand as you are able.  

Prelude   
The officiant gives a short welcome. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

The Responses  Thomas Ebdon (1738-1811) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 
 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    135:1-14 

1  O praise the Lord, laud ye the Name of the Lord * praise it, O ye servants of the Lord; 
2  Ye that stand in the house of the Lord * in the courts of the house of our God. 
3  O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious * O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 
4  For why? the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself * and Israel for his own possession. 
5  For I know that the Lord is great * and that our Lord is above all gods. 
6  Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth * and in the sea, and in all 
deep places. 
7  He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the world * and sendeth forth lightnings with 
the rain, bringing the winds out of his treasures. 
8  He smote the first-born of Egypt * both of man and beast. 
9  He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt * upon 
Pharaoh, and all his servants. 
10  He smote divers nations * and slew mighty kings; 
11  Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan * and all the kingdoms of Canaan; 
12  And gave their land to be an heritage * even an heritage unto Israel his people. 
13  Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever * so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one generation 
to another. 
14  For the Lord will avenge his people * and be gracious unto his servants.  

Please stand as you are able for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 

people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 

and we detest this miserable food.’ Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 

they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have 

sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 

from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, 

and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ So Moses made a serpent 

of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look 

at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Sarah Rimkus (b.1990) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He 
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 

Please be seated. 
Second Lesson Luke 14:27-33 

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending 

to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 

complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 

begin to ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, 

going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able 

with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, 

then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So 

therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Sarah Rimkus (b.1990) 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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1st Collect, of the day:  
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and 
the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Anthem (sung by the choir) 

Remember not, Lord, our offences, 
Nor th' offences of our forefathers; 
Neither take thou vengeance of our sins, 
But spare us, good Lord. 
Spare thy people, whom thou hast redeem'd 
With thy most precious blood, 
And be not angry with us for ever. 
Spare us, good Lord. 

Text: Thomas Cranmore (1489-1556) 
 Music: Henry Purcell ((1659-1695) 

  

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference. 

Intercessions 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (CP 431) Text: Charles William Everest (1814-1877). 

 Music: BRESLAU, Melody Lochamer Liederbuch, 1450?, alt. 

 

1. Take up your cross, the Saviour said,  
 if you would my disciple be;  
deny yourself, the world forsake,  
 and humbly follow after me. 

2. Take up your cross; let not its weight  
 fill your weak soul with vain alarm;  
his strength shall bear your spirit up,  
 and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 

3. Take up your cross, nor heed the shame,  
 and let your foolish pride be still;  
your Lord for you endured to die  
 upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 

4. Take up your cross, then, in his strength,  
 and calmly every danger brave:  
‘twill guide you to a better home  
 and lead to victory o’er the grave. 

5. Take up your cross and follow Christ,  
 nor think till death to lay it down;  
for only those who bear the cross  
 may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

Please be seated. 

Address 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (CP 585) Text: Albert Frederick Bayly (1901-1984), alt. © 1961 Oxford University Press. 

 Music: BEACH SPRING, Melody – The Sacred Harp, Mason, 1844; attrib. Benjamin Franklin White (1800-1879).  
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

1. Lord, whose love in humble service  
 bore the weight of human need,  
who upon the cross, forsaken,  
 worked your mercy’s perfect deed:  
We, your servants, bring the worship  
 not of voice alone, but heart;  
consecrating to your purpose  
 every gift which you impart. 

2. Still your children wander homeless;  
 still the hungry cry for bread;  
still the captives long for freedom;  
 still in grief we mourn our dead.  
As you, Lord, in deep compassion  
 healed the sick and freed the soul,  
by your Spirit send your power  
 to our world to make it whole. 

3. As we worship, grant us vision  
 till your love’s revealing light  
in its height and depth and greatness  
 dawns upon our quickened sight,  
making known the needs and burdens  
 your compassion bids us bear,  
stirring us to ardent service,  
 your abundant life to share. 

 
 

The Blessing or Grace 

Please be seated. 

Organ Voluntary Elegy Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1875-1912) 
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