2nd Sunday of Lent – March 1, 2026
John 3:1-17
Yesterday, amidst the talks of war and bombings, my husband shared a post on Facebook from a friend we made in our travels to Israel. He wrote a simple prayer: “Heavenly Father, We pray for peace in a troubled world. Protect families and guide leaders with wisdom. Bring hope and comfort where there is fear. Amen.” All Drew added to his prayer was “Lord, have mercy” and then an honest statement that he doesn’t have words for what he’s feeling. 
For some reason, this vulnerable post elicited a comment from someone telling him that he must not remember 9/11. Drew was rightfully hurt. He was sharing an honest struggle with war and violence. He wasn’t condoning it nor admonishing it. Just simply praying for peace and protection. One of his closest guy friends from college is in Qatar, stranded because flights are grounded and he was travelling through for a quick vacation on his way home from working in Kenya. He posted videos of missiles being shot down yesterday. One of our seminary classmates spent yesterday in a bomb shelter in Jerusalem.
But even if we didn’t know people in harm's way, when did it become unacceptable to bring our questions and doubts to God? When did it become political to pray for peace and protection for innocent lives? And as pastors we share that with others so they know that they can question as well. If any one of us knew all of the answers, we wouldn’t need God. Instead, we come to God with our questions and fears, knowing God is the one who can hear them without judgement.
Of course, we still don’t get answers to our questions. But prayer is the safest place to take those questions. In our gospel today, Nicodemus brought his questions directly to Jesus. And left more confused Nicodemus was a Pharisee. One of the ones that continually tried testing Jesus to get him to mess up because they did not believe he was the Messiah. Nicodemus wasn’t so sure though. He actually came to Jesus pretty sure that Jesus was from God But with that knowledge came more questions.
Jesus begins to explain that to see the dominion of God you must be born from above. And I always get a chuckle at how Nicodemus interprets that. He asks Jesus how one can be born once they’ve gotten old... Can one enter a mother’s womb a second time? As if his mother’s gonna let him climb back on in? Like how does Nicodemus even think that’s a thing? Now, I know, he was likely being facetious or falling back into his Pharisee ways of trying to trip Jesus up.
But Jesus simply goes on to explain our understanding of baptism. One being born in water and spirit. The wind blowing where it chooses, acknowledging that God is doing miraculous things that we cannot fathom in our rebirth through the water and spirit. Jesus then continues to go on and explain his reason for coming to earth. The most popular Christian verse. John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”
That verse is posted here, there, and everywhere without context so often. And what’s ironic is that it’s posted not as good news but used as fear-mongering. Have you ever noticed that? It’s plastered on billboards with this dichotomy of heaven and hell. John 3:16 on the heaven side. And without Jesus is hellfire and brimstone. Because that’s some Christians think evangelism works. Let’s scare people into belief. If they fear for their eternal existence, of course they’ll believe in Jesus. Jesus' death, defeat of hell, and resurrection was not to so he could return and condemn us all. Rather, when we tack on verse 17 as Jesus continued to explain, God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn the world, but that the whole world might be saved through him. Those billboards meant to scare us into belief leave that part out.
What is our quintessential gospel in two verses is Jesus convincing Nicodemus of who is he. And it’s good news. But at that time, Jesus hadn’t died. There was no context to put this to. But Nicodemus continued to follow Jesus from the peripheral. And would later be one, along with Joseph of Arimathea, who buried Jesus after his crucifixion. 
Things were not made crystal clear for Nicodemus, yet he continued to be faithful to Jesus and where that led him. Things are not made crystal clear for us. We do not hold all of the answers to life questions, just as Nicodemus did not get his question answered about whether he needed to get back in his mother’s womb to be reborn. But what we do have is good news. The gift of love as God incarnate. Promises of salvation, not condemnation. Words of hope to hold onto amidst the unknowns of life.
None of Jesus followers had all of the answers. But they had faith. And when things get hard for us. When we question and fear and struggle with the happenings of the world, that faith is what we fall back on. None of us know where these bombings will lead us in the coming days. But despite political ramifications, we still hold onto hope for peace, reconciliation, comfort, and protection. Trusting in God’s promises of love for all God’s people. Knowing Jesus was sent for all. Amen.
