
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 1, 2026 

 Second Sunday in Lent 

INTRODUCTION 

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at 
the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of 
water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God 
made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with 
Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all 
the world. 
 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter picked by our 3yr old through 
3rd grade  class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633 
An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a parish 
priest. He was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing poetry and 
hymns, including "Come, my way, my truth, my life." He died at age 40. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  335, vs. 1 & 2 

Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we 
may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a  
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the 
families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they 
are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 
 

1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 

 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 



all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 121  
I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lord. (Ps. 121:1, 2) 
 
 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5 the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with 
God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s 
promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because 
we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 
 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are 
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but 



trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For 
if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is 
there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is 
the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation   p.205       

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 3rd Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 3:1-17  

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. 
Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that 
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 



things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  660 

 

Lift High the Cross 
 
Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro-

claim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain 

trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  

Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who 

died.  Refrain 

 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  

Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 
1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work 
of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, like George Herbert whom 
the church remembers today, give your church the means to praise your beauty 
today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water 
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, 
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek 
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, 
deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance 
to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. 
Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and 
new members in this assembly (especially) and accompany those who have 
recently left this community to journey elsewhere (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. 
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this 
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 

PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
 

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ELW 752 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 



Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  542 

 

O Living Bread from Heaven 
 
1 O living Bread from heaven, 
 how well you feed your guest! 
 The gifts that you have given 
 have filled my heart with rest. 
 O wondrous food of blessing! 
 O cup that heals our woes! 
 My heart, this gift possessing, 
 in thankful song o'er flows. 
 
2 My Savior, you have led me 
 within your holiest place, 
 and here yourself have fed me 
 with treasures of your grace; 
 for you have freely given 
 what earth could never buy, 
 the bread of life from heaven, 
 that now I shall not die. 
 

3 You gave me all I wanted; 
 this food can death destroy. 
 And you have freely granted 
 the cup of endless joy. 
 My Lord, I do not merit 
 the favor you have shown; 
 and all my soul and spirit 
 bow down before your throne. 
 
4 Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened 
 with heav'nly food, while here 
 my course on earth is lengthened, 
 to serve you, free from fear; 
 and bring me home to praise you 
 where none can peace destroy, 
 where I will ever raise you 
 glad songs in endless joy. 
 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-
1878, alt. 



ELW 472 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

Eat This Bread 
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life 
 
 "Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 come to me and never be hungry. 
 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 trust in me and you will not thirst." 
 
Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  803, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 



St. Mark’s members: 

Mark Schmideskamp, 

Ruth Ann Hackler, 

Barbara Strampe, 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Family of Steve Harper, friend of Don & Janet 

Anderson, 

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle, 

Parents of Amanda Sibson, 

Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson, 

Scott Quade, son of Paula Quade, 

Everett & family, friend of sister-in-law of Janet 

Anderson,  

Eric Ohman, friend of Joni Benz, 

Jim Moore, friend of Joni Benz, 

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member, 

Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade, 

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron 

Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


