Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL _) l\_
Second Sunday in Lent

March 1, 2026
Welcome _\| |/_

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgive all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “What Wonderous Love Is This” Red Book #666
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
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To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1

soul! What

will sing; to
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TIll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb [ will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  AM, while mil-lions join the theme, [ will
I'll sing God’s love for me, and through ¢ - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I’'ll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

b )

1
by

P o

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
9]
75
%ﬂl — oo 2o, ¢
v

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, = we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - celve our prayer.
0 - e
A< | r~ — ] E ~— }
Vv I ‘
J &
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by
your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a Pew Bible Page #8

' The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. ?I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 S0 Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.

R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

Psalm 121

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where i1s my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over
you fall asleep.

4 Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

5 the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand;

6 the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time
forth forevermore.



Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Pew Bible Page #912

' What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? % For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. °> But to one who does not work but
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. '* For
the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ! For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is

void. !° For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression. '® For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the
father of all of us, !” as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations™),
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17 Pew Bible Page #860

C Glory to you, O Lord

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that
[ said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” 8 The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it 1s with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of
what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our
testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted

up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” Red Book #324
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1 In the Cross of Christ I glo - ry, tow’r - ing
2 When the wWoes of life o’er - take me, hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam - ing light and
4 Bane and  bless - ing, pain and  plea - sure, by the
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter to the day.
knows no mea - sure, jJoys that through all time a - bide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “O God,” please respond,
“Your mercy is great.”

P: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God and

joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. w

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. EE

Faith Lutheran website link
www.shareourfaith.org

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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- | -
A s s s . =
¥ ! ¥ — ! —
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Holy Communion:

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



Communion Distribution
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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Communion Hymn: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” Red Book #451
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as 1t was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . . . A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord looks upon you with grace and
mercy. The Lord looks upon you with favor and + give you peace. In the name of
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” Red Book #660
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Lift high  the cross, the love  of Christ pro - claim till
@Q T S
p= 1
I ! LJ—J =
all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall ~ our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - c - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628.



