CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: _02/28/26 Season;: LENT 2 (PURPLE)

PASTOR_Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR Abbey Knappman

Guest Preacher_Jordan Pieifer ASSISTING__ Mary Keidle

LECTOR Ken Edstrom ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston

A/V__Drew Bowman DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS__ Vicar Abbey and Mary Keidle
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,
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have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God'’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 735
Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth
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I Moth-er-ing God, you  gave me birth in  the bright
2 Moth-er-ing  Christ, you  took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth-er-ing Spir - i, nur - (ring one, in  arms of
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morn-ing  of this world. Cre -a-tor, source of ev - 'ry
me your food of lightt grain... of life, and grape of
pa - tience hold me close, so that in  faith | root  and
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breath, you are my  rain, my wind, my  sun.
love, your ver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - tl 1 flow’r, un - il I know.
Text: Jean Janzen, b, 1933, based on Julian of Norwich, ¢, 1342-¢, 1413
Music: NORWICH, Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936
Text © 199] Jean Janzen. admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1995 Augshurg Fortress,
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM GENESIS 12:1-4a

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation,
and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4a§o Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING FROM ROMANS 4:1-5,13-17

"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to
the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 2 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works,
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who does
not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness.

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 5 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression. ¢ For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
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the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is
the father of all of us, 7 as it is written, “| have made you the father of many
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Jordan Pfeifer

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 3¢ Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very fruly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old¢ Can one enter a second
time intfo the mother’'s womb and be born2” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. ¢ What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do
not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” ? Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?2” 10 Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?e
1M *Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? ¥ No one has ascended intfo heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. * And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '>that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17*Indeed, God did not send the Son info the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Jordan Pfeifer
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 335
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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Je - sus.keep me near the cross, there’'s a  pre - cious foun-tain;
Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found me:
Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me:
Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, ftrust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing strcam flows from Cal - v'ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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Refrain
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er

Text: Fanny J. Croshy, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God'’s peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world, its needs and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work
of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages like George Herbert whom
the church remembers today, give your church the means to praise your beauty
today. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists,
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice,
deliverance, and peace, especially in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Eastern
Europe and the Americas. Grant courage to those facing challenge around
issues of hate, idolatry, greed, racism, xenophobia, and systemic oppression.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred
and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with loss or illness especially Ernie
Russell, Jeff Ruel, Lou Echols, Larry Mahoney, David Adams, Linden Cummings,
Roy Lloyd, Sherry Dogwiler, Michael Carr, Larry Sorenson, Sally McCarville, Bruce
Whiting, Alexa Sabatka, Gabe Derr, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark
Krueger, Bob White, Cathy Jones, and Beverly Carlson. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless visitors and new
members in this congregation and accompany those who have recently left this
community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our stfrength and salvation.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betfrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God's goodness and mercy.
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 451
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
0
I We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
0
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it ev-er three and ev - er one;
0
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
0
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we will  all be re - u - nit -ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . .. A - men

Text: John C. Yivisaker, b, 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Yivisaker
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 808
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te;
I Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as | jour - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as | jour - ney.
3 As long as |1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
e et i
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Jé - sus, je vou-drais t'an-non-cer a mes voi-sins par - tout,
I'll tell ev-"ry - bod -y a-bout you wher-ev - er | go:
May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
. [— gum—)
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car toi  seul es la vie et la paix et l'a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth  and the sea and the sky join my  song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as |1 jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as | jour - ney.
As long as |1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we'll sing  to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.

Text: Les Petites Socurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community: tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931

Music: Les PErres SOoeurs, Les Petites Socurs de Jésus and 1" Arche Community

Text and music © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus
Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville

TABLE BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’'s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 638
Blessed Assurance
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| Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di - vine!
Per - fect sub-mis- sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
Per- fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; [ in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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Refrain

:
|
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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