CONTEMPORARY w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30 a.m.

Date: _03/01/26 _ Season: LENT 2 (PURPLE)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR  Abbey Knappman
Guest Preacher _Jordan Pfeifer ASSISTING_Tyler Hudson

LECTOR Jana Everett ACOLYTE _Hudson Gebken
KEYBOARDIST_Karen Bowman CANTORS Revelations Praise Band

A/V Drew Bowman, Kenny Lourwood

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS Vicar Abbey, Tyler Hudson, Jana Everett, Debbie Corlett

PRELUDE The Father's House

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG #1 Cornerstone

(Please be seated as we prepare our hearts for confession)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ's call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God'’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG #2 Only By Grace
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

GOSPEL
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 3 Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into
the mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the

Spirit.” ? Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 1° Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
1 “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. ' And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '*that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17*Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Jordan Pfeifer
SERMON Jordan Pfeifer
SONG OF THE DAY In Christ Alone
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.

(Please be seated and join us in prayer)

PRAYER SONG Hear Our Prayer
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world, its needs and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work
of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages like George Herbert whom
the church remembers today, give your church the means to praise your beauty
today. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists,
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice,
deliverance, and peace, especially in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Eastern
Europe and the Americas. Grant courage to those facing challenge around
issues of hate, idolatry, greed, racism, xenophobia, and systemic oppression.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred
and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with loss or illness especially Ernie
Russell, Jeff Ruel, Lou Echols, Larry Mahoney, David Adams, Linden Cummings,
Roy Lloyd, Sherry Dogwiler, Michael Carr, Larry Sorenson, Sally McCarville, Bruce
Whiting, Alexa Sabatka, Gabe Derr, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark
Krueger, Bob White, Cathy Jones, and Beverly Carlson. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless visitors and new
members in this congregation and accompany those who have recently left this
community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our stfrength and salvation.
Amen.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Band/Congregation pg. 5



CONTEMPORARY w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30 a.m.

PRAYER SONG Hear Our Prayer

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kihngdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come tfo the table.
Feast on God's goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION SONG Psalm 23

TABLE BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’'s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Your Grace Is Enough
MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plate as you leave)
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