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Office Hours: Mondays & Tuesdays 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
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Board Report  

 
As we celebrate the Lenten season, I am reminded of the ‘never ending blessings’ our community 

receive from our heavenly Father. Many of you have participated in ‘God Sightings’ during Sunday 

service and the entire community has been blessed by your words - please continue! For those of you 

that may be hesitant to share, please know how you see God is important to the entire community.   

   

As our Bible tells us, ‘God’s economy’ is different. We are meant to be ‘vessels’ for delivery of His love to 

others and that means giving of our time and talents. I encourage you to consider what that may mean 

for you... One of my God Sightings has been the work of your Board, the entire group agreeing to 

continue as Board members for this year. I am proud to tell you everyone has taken on extra duties and 

continue to offer their time where our community has and will need it. In addition, having Nick 

Perchthaler back on the Board will greatly add to our ability to serve as needed. As we approach Easter, I 

am confident in our collective ability to listen and act in accordance with our obligation to carry out our 

mission as part of the Body of the Church of Christ.  

 

The Board will meet for a time of reflection and planning on March 21st. We will determine the priorities 

for the year and how we might best achieve them. Of course, that means continuing to pray for the right 

Pastor to be Called and working with the Call Committee. If you know of someone that should be 

considered, please let a member of the Call Committee know.  

 

Lastly, I have heard many great comments from you about our current arrangement with having Pastor 

Lee, Pastor Margaret and Pastor Stan facilitate the Sunday Services throughout the month. Thanks to 

their commitment to participate with us and give freely of their time and talents, we are managing 

through this time of transition. If you are in need of Pastoral care, please speak with Judy who 

coordinates their availability.  

 

As we eagerly anticipate the arrival of spring, I encourage you to continue to grow in your faith by 

studying God’s Word and wrestling with how it applies to how you live and to what you believe. 

 

In His Service – Bob Montgomery 

        Chair – LCOS Board of Directors 



Call Committee Report 

 
The Call Committee requested an update from Bishop Trish on our search of the Minnesota pastors that 

the committee had identified as being of high potential interest. 

 

The list originally was 980 pastors which was finally shortened to 27. The latest update from Bishop 

Trish is that: 1) 7 have declined the opportunity; 2) 1 has not responded; 3) 9 pastors were not allowed 

to be contacted by the Minnesota Bishop; and 4) 10 pastors Bishop Trish asked permission from the 

Minnesota Bishop(s) for permission to contact. 

 

The Call process requires that all communication to pastors goes through the Alberta Bishop and then to 

the other Synod Bishops before it goes to the candidate pastors. Therefore, the Call Committee 

continues to wait for the Bishops to have their approval.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at church or by phone at 403-975-0081 or 

email at gmihaichuk@me.com or any of the Call Committee members. 

 

Thanks to all of the congregation for your prayers and support for the Call Committee and this very 

important work. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Garry Mihaichuk 
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We continue to accept food 

donations for the Acadia Food 

Pantry at LCOS throughout each 

month. On the third Tuesday of 

the month food is distributed at McDougall United Church to 

families in need in our local community. Any questions can be 

directed to Judy.  Thank you! 



Financial Secretary Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for your 2025 Tax Receipt?? 

Tax receipts for 2025 giving were issued on January 28, 

2026. They were sent via an automated email message to 

all who have an email address on file. For ones without an 

email address or who do not have a printer, a paper copy 

was mailed to your home address. Please contact Janet 

Perchthaler at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca or 

403-702-6671 with any questions. 

 

 

Offering Envelopes 

 

Offering envelopes for 2026 are available for pick up at 

the church. A set has been issued to you if you had a set 

for 2025 and donated via the envelopes in 2025. 

If you have not been assigned a set and would like one, 

please contact Janet at 403-702-6671 or at financialsec-

retary@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

Why is it so important to make a donation pledge to LCOS each year? 

 

Donation pledges allow the LCOS Church Board to forecast what funds will be available each year and to 

make informed decisions regarding running the church operations.  Thank you to those that have already 

made a donation pledge for 2026.  If you have not yet made a donation pledge for 2026, it’s not too late.  

Please consider doing so by e-mailing Janet Perchthaler at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

The following methods and percentages of giving for January 2026 were: 

 

Offering: 

Cash:        2.9%   - 12 givers 

Cheques:        6.7%   - 11 givers 

Interac E-transfer:     57.7%  - 26 givers 

Loose Cash:       1.6% 

Online via Realm:      2.1%    - 3 givers 

 

 
 

Pre-Authorized Remittance Program (PAR):      14.8%    - 16 givers 
 
Rentals           14.2% 
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mailto:financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca


Financial Secretary Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. 

If you sign up by January 01, your monthly donation would begin January 20. Please contact the Financial 

Secretary Janet Perchthaler (403-702-6671 or financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca) to get a PAR sign up 

form and with any questions. 

Cheque: 

You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church. 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/

now. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
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TO OUR 80+ FRIENDS 

 

Wiley Hertlein 

Walter Hall 

Rubin Levke 

Esther Allen 

 



 

Did you know… 

 

 

The Flock Care Ministry has now completed 22 years of ministry.  
  

The ministry continues to carry out visits with congregational members and 
friends from Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, in seniors’ residences, care 

homes, homebound, those grieving loss or facing other difficult life situations. 
 

Small groups within the congregation are always the first choice for caring 
support, but when that is not possible, we try to keep connections and caring 

relationships with LCOS. 
 

The mission statement is “to facilitate, encourage and ensure caring connections within 
the church family of LCOS and within the wider community as the need arises.” 

  
The following members are a part of the visiting team: Pat Farn, Dorothea Schaab, 
Joanne Stansky, Avril LeBlanc, Linda Trypka, Sylvia Lowen, Beverly Marshall, Judy 

McDonald, and Anita O'Reilly. Each member visits one or more people, makes phone 
calls, or meets some other need, as they are willing and able.  In 2025 outreach included 
20 individuals. We also bring communion to those not able to attend, as an extension of 

our celebration of the Lords' Supper here at Lutheran Church or Our Saviour. 
  

In the last 12 years we have distributed 124 prayer shawls (made by LCOS members and 
friends) to those experiencing health concerns, or grieving. Earlier this year we were 

concerned that we were running low on prayer shawls. We put out the word that we 
were in need. I am happy to report that knitters have responded, and the shawls have 

been coming in.  Even our rental people from Weight Watchers have contributed. 
Thank you.  
                  

 Ultimately, we hope to create a culture within the church body that will stir each 
member into noticing, caring, and reaching out to others as we go through those 

difficult life transitions.  I do see this happening on a regular basis.  
  

We meet once a month (4th Monday at 10:30 am) for study, prayer and an update of 
needs. If anyone feels that this is a ministry that you would like to be part of in some  
way, please call Janice Hawkings, 403-278- 8059. 

 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



Meetings every second Thursday at 5:30 pm. 

March meetings  -  March 12 & 26  

Currently studying the book of Hebrews. 

Contact Kari Paul, Isaria Kwayu or 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca for details. 



Feed the Hungry 
 

On the third Friday of each month a group of LCOS volunteers serves food to those in 
need at the Chinook Transit Station.  
 
Volunteers should meet at the church by 3:30 to load food into vehicles to take to the 
station. 
 
We ask that hot food (stews, soups, casseroles) be packaged in advance in individual 
sealed containers. A supply of containers is available at the church. 
 
Cold food items (fruit, snack bars, cookies, muffins) and drinks can be dropped off at 
the church during office hours and should be individually packaged. 
 
A monthly sign up sheet for those wishing to volunteer is located in the Place of 
Welcome. 
 
Along with food, clothing is accepted throughout the month, and can be dropped off 
in the Feed the Hungry boxes located by the east entrance of the church. These boxes 
are specifically labelled and we ask that items be placed in the appropriate box for ease 
of distribution. Items accepted includes hats, socks, footwear, mittens, blankets, coats, 
pants and sweaters.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

Library News 

March is here and with it, the promise of spring’s return.  Although   

the past few weeks haven’t felt very spring-like, rest assured it’s on   

its way.  To chase away some of those winter chills, I would suggest a 

visit to The Library. 

Take a few minutes to wander through the sections; find something 

that warms your heart.  I don’t mean a Romance book; that was last 

month’s topic!  I’m thinking more along the lines of Devotions 

(Section 24), to keep you spiritually warm & toasty.  Or perhaps a 

book from the Inspirational area (Section 32) will ignite your spirit.  If 

you’re searching for something to really stoke your fire, may I 

suggest a perusal of the shelves of Global Justice (Section 35) 

or Evangelism & Stewardship (Section 36)? 

Or maybe you just want a night on the couch while you 

snuggle under a cozy blanket and catch a good movie 

(Section 1).  Any way you look at it, a trip to The Library       

may be just what the doctor ordered. 

Submitted by Carolyne Walker 



                      OFFICIAL NOTICE OF 

Lutheran Hospital Ministries – Southern Alberta Society  

will hold its ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, March 21, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Parish Hall 

66-7 Street NE, Calgary, Alberta T2E 4B7 

 
Members of the Society are entitled to (2) representatives for the meeting (congregations in good standing), and 
one representative for contributing Lutheran judicatories in the territory. 

 

The business of the Annual Meeting shall include: 
Establish a Quorum 
Adoption of Agenda 
Adoption of Minutes of January 22, 2026 (Secretary’s Report)  
Report of the Chairman 
Report of the Director of Pastoral Care 
Report of the Office Administrator 
Report of the Treasurer 
Election of the Board of Directors 
Approval of the 2026 Budget 
Walk for Love 2026 
Education Luncheon 2026 and Appreciation Luncheon 2026 

 

Lutheran Hospital Ministries – Southern Alberta Society is a service for all Lutheran congregations and people in 
Southern Alberta.  Our volunteer visitors visit all Lutherans in Calgary and area hospitals, whether they are from 
Calgary or out of town, and residents of care centres, regardless of faith. We encourage all Southern Alberta 
congregations to appoint a representative to attend this meeting.  It is your opportunity to learn more about 
LHMSAS and to offer input as to how best we may “Bring Jesus’ healing and promise of salvation to Lutherans 
who are in hospitals, hospices and care centres, and their families”. 
 
Should you have any questions about the meeting or wish to have items brought before the meeting, please call 
the Lutheran Hospital Ministries – Southern Alberta office or send an email before March 4, 2026, for 
clarification and input.  
 
The meeting will be held upstairs in the Parish Hall of St. Matthew and parking is available in the parking lot 
behind the church.  If you are from out of Calgary and wish to participate via zoom, please contact the office 
before March 4, 2026 so the zoom meeting can be set up. 
 
 
 

Blessings, 
 

Heather Graham-Navis      Phone:  (403) 264-4045 
Office Administrator       Email:  lhmsac@gmail.com 
 





Time Capsule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Time Capsule, continued 

 

 

 
 

There are many newspaper articles about the early ministers. Before the Calgary Herald started in 1883, 

local news was reported occasionally in Winnipeg, Manitoba or Fort Benton, Montana papers. Ministers 

were usually named in wedding and funeral announcements. 

Rev. John McDougall lived at Morley from 1863-1899 and held some Methodist services in Calgary. His 

father, Rev. George McDougall, died in January 1876 after they had been hunting buffalo for food. 

Rev. James Turner the first resident Methodist minister returned to BC in 1884 after a brief stay in 

Calgary. He lived in some of the mining towns of BC and in the Klondike. Single. 

Rev. Joshua Dyke, his second wife and daughter Leila are the people in the 1885 colourized picture in 

front of the new Methodist parsonage. Rev. Dyke’s creative sermon titles were published in the 

newspaper. 

The frame church on Seventh Ave and Street East replaced an earlier log and canvas church partly moved 

from the east side of the Elbow River to Eighth (Stephen) Ave.  Leila died of diphtheria at age 10 in 

Winnipeg. 

Rev. E. Paske Smith (not Smyth), M. A. (Oxford) was sent as a missionary by the Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel (SPG). He brought his carpentry tools with him. Made some of the church 

furniture and helped with the roof of the church at Midnapore. He wanted to be half way between the 

downtown and Midnapore church members. 

E. Paske Smith squatted on land near Heritage Drive east of Fairmount Drive and also bought some CPR 

land east of Macleod Trail that became the Fairview district. He moved back to England after 5 years and 

became a military chaplain. 

Rev. J. C. Herdman came to Calgary in 1885 from Campbelltown, New Brunswick and was introduced to 

the congregation of the Presbyterian Church on June 30. His salary was $396.20 for 1885 (about 6 

months). He passed away in Calgary in 1910. 

 

Submitted by Alice Rodier 



Bishop’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 2026  

 

 Dear family of God,  

 

 Why do we exist? (part 2)  

 

  

Recent events in Minneapolis have provided affirmation of Christian vocation in times of crisis. We are called to 

always be ready to stand up against unjust practices and to proclaim God’s love-- sometimes even at great 

personal risk.  

 

January 23, clergy of multiple denominations gathered in Minneapolis to embody resistance to the presence of 

ICE officers. The Rt Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, Presbyterian Bishop of New Hampshire, advised his clergy to get 

their affairs in order and have their wills written. Why? Because when we stand up against malevolent forces in 

the world, things happen.   

 

As we approach the season of Lent, we are reminded that faith calls for personal sacrifice. We willingly give of 

our finances, our abilities and our time. As Jesus did, we seek to live our lives not for our own sake, but for the 

benefit of all. When one has more than others, it is shared. When someone needs extra care, we give it. We tithe 

a portion, recognizing that all we have has been graciously provided by God. These practices are what make our 

neighbourhoods safer, more equitable and able to thrive as the gaps between us close.   

 

In times like today we are not only asked but are truly being tested to trust in this biblical call. Strategies that 

undermine universal healthcare or education, politics that hoard resources for one province or country, policies 

that undermine people because they are different--these are not reflective of Jesus’ love for all.   

 

Let’s enter into Lent intentionally this year. Let’s be mindful of the many who are suffering and in danger, those 

whose lives are complicated just because of the colour of their skin or where they were born. Let’s genuinely 

seek to learn about those who are different. Let’s be generous, active in justice, and let’s tell others about 

Jesus. Let’s go to church, rekindle fellowship, pray and sing! Bake cookies for the school in your neighbourhood. 

Turn off the tv and invite the neighbours for coffee. Use our imaginations and see where the Holy Spirit sparks a 

new thing!  

 

In gratitude as we minister together,  

 

 

Bishop Trish Schmermund  

Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC  

 

   



 


