GOSPEL MESSAGE

March 22, 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Roll the Stone Away

You can understand why they don’t want to roll the stone away. “Already there is a stench,”
Martha says (John 11:39). Why open the grave? Why let out that smell? There could be no
purpose. After all, Lazarus is dead.

This is not unbelief. “I believe that you are the Messiah,” Martha says (v. 27), confident that her
brother would one day rise again. But it is a faith that desperately wants God to provide an
escape from suffering and struggle: “If you had been here,” both sisters say, “my brother would
not have died” (vv. 21, 32). The presence of Jesus, they think, should protect them from pain and
death.

What they don’t understand, though, is that the places of pain and suffering are exactly where
Jesus goes. He enters dead places to bring hope to life. He transforms the stench of decay into an
aroma of thriving. He summons Lazarus out of the tomb to walk into freedom.

This is why Jesus tells them to take away the stone. He wants to open the place that they are
convinced holds only grief, and to expose what they believe to be a shameful smell. Yes, it is
difficult to face. However, only when the grave is opened can Lazarus respond to Jesus’ call.
Martha and Mary must remove the stone that hides what they do not want to bear, so that new
life can emerge from the tomb.

What are the stone-covered places in your life? What are the places in your heart that you are
convinced hold only pain, decay, and fear? In the tender love of Jesus, you do not need to hide
them. Jesus is calling you to open them. He will enter these places with resurrection power,
transforming death into life and shame into glory. Facing these tombs takes courage. But you can
trust that Jesus will bring healing to your brokenness. He is in the business of calling the dead
back to life. Let the stones be rolled away.
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