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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Unbelievable!

This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalem in a struggle to
understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind. This miraculous healing is so
unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’ understanding, that they reject it altogether, even
accusing the man of lying. Their quest for a certainty that feels familiar forces them to reject the
miracle in front of them and closes them off to a greater truth—that the Messiah has come in
Christ Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a mystery.
Mpystery in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses our understanding, as in
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the sacraments. We know them as true, but not
how or why they are so. Mysteries transcend the world of certainty, and our efforts to possess
certainty, like those of the religious leaders in John 9, can cut us off from something miraculous
happening right in front of us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our pursuit of
certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to the way things are?
How often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard power and keep others on the outside
looking in? Certainty is the enemy of community because it rejects the very notion that God may
be doing a new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “I don’t know,” “Maybe,” and
“What if . . . ?” It asks us to let go of our need to control and understand, and to trust God’s
promises more than our evidence. Mystery requires a posture of humility and curiosity, a
willingness to look for God in inexplicable and unbelievable places and events. After all, we
preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23), an unbelievable notion if ever there was one.
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