
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

The monthly Newsletter of:                            March 2026 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church      
Gather in Grace  Grow in Faith  Go in Service 

Beloved siblings in Christ,  

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.” 
— Matthew 5:14 (NRSVUE) 
 

I want you to notice something specific in the verse, specifically the fact that Jesus does 
not say, “You are the light of the church.” He says, “You are the light of the world.” From 
the very beginning, our calling has been outward facing. The church exists not for its own 
preservation, comfort, or reputation, but for the sake of the world God so deeply loves. It 
can be tempting to think of church as a refuge from the world’s trouble, a safe harbor 
where we gather with those who think, believe, and worship as we do. And yes, the 
church is a place of shelter, healing, and belonging. But it is never meant to be a cul-de-
sac of comfort. It is a launching pad. 

 

When we gather around Word and Sacrament, we are not escaping the world; we are being nour-
ished for the sake of it. In baptism, we are joined to Christ’s life for the life of the world. At the table, 
we receive bread broken and wine poured out—signs of a love that is always self-giving. Week after 
week, we are shaped by a Savior who does not cling to privilege but pours himself out in mercy. 

 

To be “church for the sake of the world” means that our worship flows into witness. It means our 
prayers stretch beyond our walls to include neighbors near and far. It means our faith shows up in 
tangible acts of compassion: feeding the hungry, advocating for justice, comforting the grieving, 
welcoming the stranger. This is not about striving to be impressive. It is about participating in what 
God is already doing. The Holy Spirit is at work in our neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, and 
homes. We are invited to join that work—to be signs of hope in anxious times, agents of reconcilia-
tion in divided spaces, and bearers of dignity in a culture quick to discard. Being church for the 
sake of the world also reshapes how we see one another. We are not simply members of an institu-
tion; we are ambassadors of Christ’s reconciling love. Each conversation, each act of kindness, 
each moment of courage becomes a small but real testimony to the kingdom of God breaking in. 

 

In a world marked by isolation and fear, the church can embody community and trust. In a world 
that often prizes power over compassion, we can model humility and service. In a world weary from 
injustice, we can stand in solidarity with those whose voices are silenced. This calling may feel 
large, even daunting. But remember: the light Jesus speaks of is not self-generated. It is his light, 
reflected through ordinary people like us. We do not create the flame; we simply refuse to hide it. 
So, as we gather this month—in worship, in service, in fellowship—may we do so with open doors 
and open hearts. May we be renewed by grace and sent out in love. And may everything we do 
bear witness to this simple, transformative truth: we are church, for the sake of the world. 

 
Pastor JT 

Pastor JT Burk 

Please let Pastor JT know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted, please call the church office at 253-851-6222 or Pastor JT at 701-969-0809 or email 
jt@agnusdeilutheran.org 

http://elca.org/
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org
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President’s Message 
 

  Gary Gemar 

Last month I outlined the reason the council made the decision to move forward 
with the Free Our Future to Serve campaign to reduce or totally eliminate our 
church mortgage in 5 years (subsequently the committee has shortened the cam-
paign name to Freedom to Serve). This month I will feature some of the up-
coming activities of the campaign. 
 
On Sunday, March 15th at 5 PM, there will be a kickoff dinner with a tailgating theme. Food will 
include hamburgers, hotdogs & chili, chips, salads, ice cream, cookies, and root beer floats 
along with various drink choices. The program will have games, prizes, an auction for a trip, in-
formation on the campaign and an opportunity for you to pledge to the campaign. You are en-
couraged to wear your Agnus Dei gear if you have some. 
 
In April and May house meetings will be conducted. The meetings will be modeled after the 
Above and Beyond campaign that was conducted in the past. The campaign committee is 
looking for hosts that can support up to 10 people in the meetings.  Please let any of the cam-
paign members listed below know if you can host a meeting. Hosts will need to provide light re-
freshments for the meetings. Once hosts are identified, sign-up sheets will be posted in the nar-
thex for you to sign up for the meeting you would like to attend. The campaign committee mem-
bers will facilitate the discussions at the meetings.  
 
The committee will keep everyone up to date on how the campaign is progressing with a visual 
display in the narthex along with announcements. Additionally, every $100,000 raised will have 
milestone celebrations. The initial goal of the campaign is to raise $100,000 or more by August 
2026. August is the month where we will be in discussions to refinance our 7-year variable in-
terest loan. Interest rates have risen considerably since our last refinance so the more we can 
paydown the loan the lower our monthly payment will be with the new loan even with interest 
rates increasing.  
 
On Sunday, February 22nd I discussed in the temple talk how you could access ADLC’s Gift Pol-
icy under the Give Tab on our website. Please review the policy as you consider how you can 
give to the campaign. As I mentioned last month and will emphasize again, the Council wants 
to convey to everyone that our giving to our regular budget cannot be sacrificed because 
of this campaign. Only give to this campaign if you have discretionary funds to donate. I 
want to thank everyone who so graciously gives of their time and resources to make ADLC’s 
ministries thrive. You are making a difference in peoples’ lives.  
 
If you have any questions about the campaign, please reach out to the members:  
Randy Spitzer, Chair, Pastor JT, Gary Gemar, Lynette Brentin, Debbie Snowden, and  
Dennis Goin.  
 
Highlights from the February Council Meeting: 

 Accepted reports from the Council Committee Liaisons and acted as necessary to re-
quests. 

 Reviewed the ADLC year-end financials for February – January for the fiscal year. Unre-
stricted Offering - $511,889; Total Expenses - $551,206 . The budget deficit at the end of 
the fiscal year was $39,318, which was covered with funds from our reserves.  Please re-
view the complete financial report in the newsletter and review the comments from the 
Treasurer.  

 Approved a motion to give our Lenten offerings to Riverton Park UMC for refugee sup-
port . 

 Approved Randy Spitzer’s request to enroll in the SWWA Synod’s PSALM for 2026 & 
2027. 

Gary Gemar 
Council President 
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Treasurer, Mike Snowden 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
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 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 
 

 Chuck Anderson 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Marlene Bridgforth 

 Robert Bridgforth 

 Beverly Buster 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Charlene Franz 

 Connie Hummel 

 George Mitchell 

 Jack Oakes 

 Michi Ouchi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Neal Van Der Voorn 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 Gloria Witt 
 

 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

2 Zoe Holmes, Kathy Higgins 

5 Ryan Page 

7 John Barelli 

8 Kathy Chakerian, Chuck Anderson 

9 Tracy Clark 

11   Ghita Lorenz 

13   Lyn MacLean, Karista Waigand  

15   Kimberly Morgan 

19   David Schinkel 

18   Tage Dobszinsky 

25   Dave Horton 

26   Jim Adair 

27   Cathy Adair, Don Heinz 

31  Margaret Ann Ellingson, Audrey Bakke 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

3/78  Doug McDonnell and Kathy Fox 

30/85  Doug Holien and Audrey Bakke  

 

We Celebrate March Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

Stewardship message continued 



 5 

 

  Grief Thoughts for March 
   Debbie Waite 

 

 A Crafter’s Wisdom with Grief – Part 2 

 

In the February newsletter, I wrote about my friend who was struggling to finish a quilt her 
mother had been working on when she passed away. In that post, my friend chose to ask a long 
arm quilter to finish the quilt for her. My friend talked about how hard it was to surrender the 
quilt to another person who had never known her mother. Two weeks later there was an update 
on the Facebook post. The expert long arm quilter suggested my friend take out her mother’s 
hand stitching so the quilt wouldn’t pucker under the long arm quilting machine. Suddenly, my 
friend found she couldn’t do it. It wasn’t about perfection. It was about honoring her mother and 
the memories. Removing the hand stitches her mother had done, meant removing the last gift 
her mother had given her. She canceled the order and decided to finish the quilt with her own 
imperfect hand stitching. She realized she was honoring her mother best by letting the imper-
fections of hand stitching happen. Her mother understood imperfection. She understood the 
tyranny of perfection. It was far more authentic to honor her mother by doing the work herself, 
even if it wasn’t as perfect as the person she had hired to do the machine stitching. 

 

Have you ever wondered if you were making the “right decisions” about your grief process? 
Have friends and/or family been frustrated because you say you want things to be handled one 
way and then you change your mind and go a different direction? It’s a normal process of grief. 
I remind myself that I had very clear reasons for why I chose to do certain things during my own 
seasons of loss. In retrospect, I might choose to do things differently the next time I experience 
loss. It wasn’t a wrong choice. It simply means I am a different person now than I was then. How 
you handle your grief is intensely personal – don’t add a layer of guilt or shame second guess-
ing the decisions you made.  

 

I don’t think my friend made a wrong decision. It was very personal and she didn’t know how 
she would feel until another decision was required of her. I respect her willingness to drop the 
expectations of perfection and do what she now saw was the best reflection of her mother’s re-
lationship with her. At the end of the day, it’s all that any of us can ask for.  

 

ADLC Care Team 
ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND COORDINATORS: 

 TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS 

 HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ AND CHARLENE FRANZ 

 CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARQUARDT 

 GRIEF SUPPORT: DEBBIE WAITE 

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE 

 HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH 

 HOSPITALITY: DEBBIE SNOWDEN 

 MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 PRAYER CHAIN: CINDY BEALS 

These services are offered by our care 
team volunteers. If you or another need 
assistance, please contact the group 
coordinator, whose phone numbers and 
e-mail addresses are in the church di-
rectory. Please also check out the Care 
Team Bulletin Board across from the 
Parish Hall for further information.  Any 
questions, or to sign up to help, please 
contact us. 

Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth,  
Care Team Co-chairs 
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SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION  

Forum 
March 1, 2026: Everything is Grace: Cultivating Gratitude from a Higher 
Altitude 
Please join us as Dennis Goin shares some of the key aspects of grace as de-
fined by authors and speakers.  Dennis will share his words and stories along with others to create 
pictures as to how we can rest in being “The Beloved.” We will learn about the Paradox of Grace, 
Healing through Vulnerability and Downward Mobility.  The goal of the forum is to come to an aware-
ness that… “ grace is the transformative, gentle, and persistent love of God that empowers people to 
live freely and lovingly in a broken world.”  Henri Nouwen 
 
March 8, 2026: How Indigenous Knowledge and Wisdom can complement Western Science to 
help restore Mother Earth 
As we live into the season of Lent and engage with the theme “Blessed are Those Who Mourn: Find-
ing Comfort, Hope, and Joy Amidst Our Mourning" we need to consider God's creation.  With Earth 
Month coming up in April, we will use this forum to listen to the voices of Indigenous Wisdom keep-
ers who will help us explore ways we can participate in restoring a right relationship to Mother 
Earth.  How is Indigenous Knowledge situated to assist us in this endeavor?  How can we connect 
with that wisdom?  Please join us as Green Team Members George Unruh, Linda Zehnder and 
Marilyn Colyar lead us in exploring answers to these and other questions.   
 

March 15, 2026: Celtic Christianity 
Our March 15 Forum topic, in honor of St. Patrick’s Day, is Celtic Christianity. Phil Waite and Heidi 
Giles will provide an overview, including background about the Celts, distinctives of Celtic Christiani-
ty, stories of Celtic saints, and features of Celtic spirituality and practices.  
 

March 22, 2026: Gender Diversity and Trans Families 
Join us March 22nd as Aiden Key, founder of TransFamilies, shares with us 
about Trans identities, the obstacles Trans people face in our world, and how 
we can be allies for our Trans and non-binary siblings. If you are curious to 
learn more about the organization go to transfamilies.org. 

 

March 29, 2026: The American Church in Berlin 
Please join us as Don and Sharon Krump share their faith experiences in Germany.  Learn about 
the American Church in Berlin (ACB), a former ELCA foreign mission and a haven since 1865 for 
those wishing to worship in English, often the language used when they learned about  
Christianity. ACB was the Krumps’ Christian family away from home from the late 1980’s through the 
early 1990’s. It is a family, even today, with at least 20 different denominations and 30 different na-
tionalities, many of whom are refugees or asylum seekers. Yes, they lived behind the Iron Curtain 
and were there when it came down. What an exciting time that was! As members of the US-based 
American & Foreign Christian Union board, the Krumps continue to support ACB and two other 
churches in western Europe & visit at least annually.  Come listen to their stories! 

FRONT ROOM KIDS—Sundays During Worship  
Children ages three through ten are invited to the Front Room after Storytime to enjoy 
a Bible story and related activities. They will return to the sanctuary around the time of 
the Offering to be present for Communion and the remainder of the service. Our little 
ones love this time together learning from members of our faith community.  

 

CONFIRMATION 
In March the confirmation classes for middle school students are with Pastor JT on March 1 and March 
29th at 11:00 am in the Front Room. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor JT.    
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NEWS FROM OUR SERVICE 
COMMITTEE: GOD’S WORK, OUR 
HANDS 

March Outreach Project:  
Phone Cards for AIDNW and Palm 
Sunday Coat Drive 

This month we will connect with the folks who are being 
detained at the ICE facility in Tacoma through AIDNW 
(Advocates For Immigrants in Detention Northwest), 
specifically by providing phone cards. 
 
By the 5th of each month AIDNW runs out of money to 
provide phone calls for people being detained, this 
means people are on waitlists to talk to their family and 
lawyers. Their budget for phone cards is $6000; each 
phone card is $20.00 and there are 1,500 people being 
detained so you can see why help is needed to provide 
much needed funds. 
 
Additionally, this month, we will collect warm jackets 
and coats to line our Palm Sunday processional on 
March 29. The coats will be distributed to our 
neighbors in need and some of the coats will be sent to 
AIDNW for the detainees being discharged. 

 
Thanks from Ann, Jerry, Phyllis, Charlene, Linda R, 
Linda Z, and Ronnie 

                      ADLC Book Group 

Book group will be meeting in the front room on March 15th following forum to dis-
cuss: Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher:  The Epic Life and Immortal Photographs 
of Edward Curtis, by Timothy Egan. This book was described as "A vivid exploration 
of one man's lifelong obsession with an idea..." by the Washington Post, and received 
the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction. All are welcome to join us!  

 

 Lenten Midweek Evening Worship Schedule 

February 25, March 4, 11, 18, and 25 

Worship begins at 6:15 PM, followed by Soup Supper 

 

Soup Supper Hosts: 

Feb 25: Council and Finance 

March 4: Choir and Care Team 

March 11: Worship Committee and Quilters 

March 18: Knitters and Properties Team 

March 25: Outreach Teams 

If you are not in one of these groups and would like to help,  

please sign up on the evening of your choice. 
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Hospitality: Please consider joining with others to provide light treats and make coffee 
for our Sunday fellowship after worship. Have fun and team up with a friend. 

*If you have any questions call Debbie Snowden or Linda Ribary. 

Serve in Worship: 
Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed in all areas and training is readily available.  We currently have need of a couple 
more people who are willing to help with the livestream. Our system has become less complicated and more 

 Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
 As a sign of hospitality to all visitors, newcomers, and just the plain forgetful, please remember to wear 
 your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

 We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
 We ask our entire community to be mindful of folks with scent sensitivities  and refrain from using 
 perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

 Phishing Scams Continue! BEWARE OF FRAUD  

 The scams will continue so we will continue to remind you...Be aware of phony emails posing as    
 our pastor arriving your inboxes. Please remember: ADLC staff will never contact you for money, gift 
 cards or financial information of any kind.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Council—Security 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Marilyn Colyar—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Serving in Worship March 2026  

MARCH 
Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream 
Team/ 

Ushers Greeters Security 
Prayer 
Writer 

Front 
Room 

 

1 9:30 AM 
L Brentin  
K Morgan 

D Salge M Beert 
B Nuss-
baum 

L & M 
Colyar 

G Lorenz 
M Beert 

P Waite P Waite 
L: Salli  
H: Marlene 

 

4 
Wednesday 

6:15 PM 
 

No AM 
needed 

No lector 
needed 

M Snow-
den 

No usher 
needed 

No greeter 
needed 

  NO FRK 
Lenten 
Eve 

8 9:30 AM 
S Lubash 

N Johnson 
M Colyar 

M Dun-
can 

P Kusche 
R & M 
Ohme 

M Duncan L Colyar D Waite 
L: Susan W 
H: Marlene 

 

11 
Wednesday 

6:15 PM 
 

No AM 
needed 

No lector 
needed 

B Beals 
No usher 
needed 

No greeter 
needed 

  NO FRK 
Lenten 
Eve 

15 9:30 AM 
L Brentin 
R Crow 

D Goin C Franz P Kusche 
P & D 
Waite 

R Crow 
S & A 
Carter 

G Gemar M Colyar 
L: Paula  
H: Kathy G 

 

18 
Wednesday 

6:15 PM 
 

No AM 
needed 

No lector 
needed 

B Beals 
No usher 
needed 

No greeter 
needed 

  NO FRK 
Lenten 
Eve 

22 9:30 AM 
R Crow 

S Lubash 
P Brandt K Gemar 

J 
Beaudette 

T Clark 
G Gemar 

K Gemar  K Gemar 
L: Ashley  
H: Marlene 

 

25 
Wednesday 

6:15 PM 
 

No AM 
needed 

No lector 
needed 

M Snow-
den 

No usher 
needed 

No greeter 
needed 

  NO FRK 
Lenten 
Eve 

29 9:30 AM 
N Johnson 
K Morgan 

D Daugs C Carlson 
J 

Beaudette 
   P Waite 

L: Paula  
H: Marlene 
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March 

7:00am to 3:00 
pm 

Dahlia  

Growers 

Event 
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

 253-851-6222, ext. 1 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Staff  

Pastor JT Burk, 701-969-0809 

Office 253-851-6222, ext. 2, Email Pastor JT 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Office: 253-851-6222, ext. 4, Email Susan 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

  253-851-6222, ext, 1 Email Cindy B 

Financial Services Administrative Assistant: Cindy Hart, 

 253-851-6222, ext.5, Email Cindy H 

Little Lambs Preschool Director, Shannon Moore 

 253-851-6222, ext. 4,  Email Shannon 

Congregational President: Gary Gemar 

Congregational Vice President: Lance Colyar 

Council Secretary: Debbie Snowden 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Mike Snowden  
 

 

 

Congregation Council 

Gary Gemar, Tracy Clark, Lance Colyar, Guy Johnson, Ronnie Kulman, Joy 

McCraw, Mollie McLean, Debbie Snowden, Randy Spitzer, Phil Waite 

Council Liaison Positions  
  

 Communications and Connections—Tracy Clark 

 Endowment Committee—Lance Colyar 

 Finance Committee—Randy Spitzer  

 Faith Formation—Mollie MacLean 

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Congregation—Debbie Snowden  

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Community—Ronnie Kulman 

 IT Committee—Randy Spitzer 

 Little Lambs Board—Joy McCraw 

 Stewardship Committee—Guy Johnson 

 Properties Team—Gary Gemar 

 Personnel Committee—Gary Gemar 

 Worship Committee—Phil Waite 
  

Little Lambs Preschool  
 

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

 Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Maria Beaudette, Katie Dobszinsky, Salli Middleton, 
Peggy Mickelson, Susan Whitney, Neal Van der Voorn 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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